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CHARACTERISTICS OF NEW COMMITMENTS

1999

This document describes the population of new court commitments to the New
York State Department of Correctional Services during calendar year 1999. These tables present
information on legal history characteristics of new commitments (e.g. crime, minimum sentence,
prior criminal record) and demographic characteristics (e.g. age, sex, ethnic status, county of

- commitment). In addition, several tables show trends in new court commitments across the years
1696 through 1999.
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SUMMARY

Total number of admissions

There were 29,482 total admissions to the New York State Department of
Correctional Services in calendar year 1999. Of these 19,164 (65%) were new court

commitments, 8,903 (30%) were returned parole violators and 1,415 (5%) were other
admissions (see Table 1.1, p. 4 and Figure 1, p. 3).

Commitment Offense

Twenty-eight percent (5,369) of 1999 new commitments were violent felony
offenders, 45% (8,521) drug offenders, 16% (3,123) property or other offenders, 8%
(1,555) coercive crime offenders and 3% (596) Youthful and Juvenile Offenders. (see
Table 2.1, p. 8 and Figure 2, p. 7).

The proportion of violent felony offense commitments of the total commitments
eased from 29% to 28% from 1996 to 1999. The same was true of the proportion of drug
offense commitments which dropped from 46% t0 45%. (see Table 2.2, p. 10).

From January 1, 1996 to December 31, 1999, the proportion of violent felons
under DOCS’ custody rose from 51.3% t0 53.3%. (see p. 9).

Second felony offenders

Fifty percent (N=9,601) of 1999 new court commitments were sentenced as first
felony offenders, 49% (N=9,380) as second felony offenders and 1% (N=183) as
persistent felony offenders (see Table 3.1, p. 13; Figure 3, p. 12).

Felony Class -

Almost half (49%) of new felony commitments in 1999 were for Class D or E
felonies (see Figure 4, p. 20). Over 60% of both Class D and E commitments were sentenced
as second felony offenders (see Table 4.2, p. 27).

Average minimum sentence

The average minimum sentence for 1999 new court commitments was 44 months.
For persons sentenced as a first or second felony offender the average was 42 months.

For persons sentenced as a persistent felony offender the average was 210 months. - (see
Table 5.2, p. 36)
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The average minimum term for legislatively designated violent felony offenders
committed in 1999 was 81 months. For drug offenders the average was 34 months. For
property and other offenders the average was 22 months (see Table 5.2, p. 36).

Prior adult criminal record

Examination of the prior adult criminal record of 1999 new court commitments,
shows 12% had no prior adult arrest, 7% had a prior adult arrest but no conviction, 21%
had a prior conviction but received a sentence other than jail or prison, 31% had served

a prior local jail sentence, and 29% had previously served a state or federal term (see Table
6.1, p. 52 and Figure 6, p. 51).

Drug Commitments

Of the drug commitments received in 1999 72% were the result of a drug sale
conviction. (see Table 7.4, p. 59).

Gender

Men were 92% of 1999 new court commitments (N=17,666), women were 8%
(N'=1,498) (see Table 2.1, p. 8 and Figure 8, p. 69).

The 1,498 women committed in 1999 were the fewest since 1988, but they were
still more than double the number of women received in 1986 (721) (see Table 8.2, p. 71).

Race/Ethnic Status

Whites were 18% of 1999 new court commitments, African Americans 49%,
Hispanics 31% and all others 2% (see Table 9.1, p. 74 and Figure 9, p. 73). )

Age

The average age of 1999 new court commitments was 31.1 years. For males the

average age was 30.9 years, for females 33.9 years (see Table 10.1, p. 89).
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Region of the State

In 1999, only 58% (N=11,163) of court commitments were from New York City,
12% (N=2,267) were from suburban New York City counties, 16% (N=2,972) were
from upstate counties with a population center of 50,000 or more, and 14% (N=2,762)
were from the remaining upstate counties (see Table 11.1, p. 107 and Figure 11, p. 101).

In 1996 commitments from New York City constituted 68% of all the

commitments received by the New York State Department of Correctional Services (see
Table 11.5, p. 110). '

Country of Birth

Of the 19,096 new commitments for whom there is information on birth country,
88% were born in the United States or one of its possessions, 7% were born in the nations
bordering the Caribbean, and 5% were born in another country. (see Table 12.2, p. 114).

Education

The average educational level (based on last grade completed as reported by the
inmate) among 1999 new court commitments was 10th grade. (see Table 13.1, p. 126). Based
on tests administered at reception to the Department, the average reading level was 7th
grade, the average mathematics level was 6th grade (see Tables 13.2, 13.3, pp. 117-118).

Marital Status

Seventy-one percent of 1999 new court commitments were single, never legally
married; 15% were married; 4% reported common-law relationships; and 10% were
divorced, widowed or separated (see Table 14.1, p. 123).

Jail Time

Average jail time served by new commitments has risen steadily to 7.5 months in
1999 from 6.2 months in 1996 (see Table 15.1, p. 125).

Life Without Parole

Twenty-five inmate new commitments were received in 1999 with minimum
sentences of Life Without Parole (see Table 16.1, p. 137), All were committed for Murder 1.
The Life Without Parole commitments ranged in age from 20 years to 55 years. Twelve
were committed from New York City, one came from suburban New York, while the
other 12 were committed from Upstate New York (see Table 16.1, p. 130).
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CHARACTERISTICS OF NEW COURT COMMITMENTS 1999
INTRODUCTION

This report is one of a series designed to make data available on the inmate
population of the New York State Department of Correctional Services. The report presents basic
descriptive information on selected characteristics of offenders admitted to Department custody
as court commitments. Information on criminal justice system variables is presented (e.g.,
commitment offense type, prior adult criminal record) as well as information on demographic
variables (e.g., ethnic status). In addition, at several stages in the report, commitments in 1999
are compared with commitments received in each of the three preceding years to determine
whether any significant shifts have occurred over the period 1996 through 1999.

The overall finding of this latest report in an annual series is "downward change
in most areas with a few notable increases." Total admissions for 1999 were 29,482, a small
increase from 28,936 in 1998. However, new court commitments declined to 19,164 from 19,497
in 1998, the seventh year in a row this has occurred. All other admissions also declined, falling
from 1,760 in 1998 to 1,417 in 1999. However, the increase in returned parole violators from
7,679 in 1998 to 8,901 in 1999 more than compensated for these declines.

New court commitments are the main focus of this annual report. In this category,
it was found that most component populations fell. Male new commitments fell from 17,954 in
1998 to 17,666 in 1999. Female new commitments fell from 1,543 in 1998 to 1,498 in 1999.
African-American and Hispanic new commitments decreased in 1999 from 1998 levels though
new commitments among Whites and “other” groups increased.

Among crime categories, new commitments for violent felony offenses were about
the same in 1999 (N=5,369) as in 1998 (N=5,393). New commitments for drug offenses fell
from 9,082 in 1998 to 8,521 in 1999. '
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Section 1 -

TYPE OF ADMISSION

Individuals may be committed to state prison following conviction of a felony
offense in a New York State court. For some offenses the court is required by law to sentence
an individual to a state correctional facility. For other felony offenses a period of incarceration
in state prison is one of several sentencing alternatives available to the judge.

The large majority (65%) of people admitted in 1999 to the New York State
Department of Correctional Services were new court commitments. These are people who were
committed from county courts following conviction for a felony offense. Thirty percent of
admissions to state prison were individuals who had been released to parole supervision and then
returned to state prison for violation of parole rules. The remaining five percent were re-
admissions to state prison for other reasons. Figure 1 shows the proportion of admissions that
fall into each of three general categories: (1) new court commitments, (2) returned parole
violators, and (3) all other admissions. Detailed data for each of these general categories is
examined in the analysis which follows.

New Court Commitments

Table 1.1 presents the number of 1999 admissions to state prison that fall into each
specific admission category. These specific admission categories are grouped into three larger
categories. The first of these larger categories is referred to as new court commitments and it
comprises 65% (N=19,164) of total admissions. New court commitments are persons who have
been convicted of a felony offense and are sentenced to state prison as a result of this conviction.

There are several subcategories in the new court commitment pool. The first
group, labeled "new commitments”, are persons committed to state prison for conviction of a
felony offense. They comprise 19,101 or almost the entire portion of this category (see Table
1.1). Included in the new commitments group are people who were on parole at the time they
committed the offense for which they were admitted to prison in 1999. Persons identified as "new
term absconders from temporary release” in Table 1.1 (N=32) are people who had been
incarcerated on a previous conviction and had been approved for temporary release. These
inmates absconded from the temporary release program and were returned to DOCS custody in
1999 on a new conviction charge after they committed a new crime. There were also 30
individuals who were arrested while in the community on temporary release and these persons
were also returned to prison following conviction on the new charges. One person committed on
a felony was re-sentenced subsequently on a non-felony charge and released. Consequently, many
tables showing felony class (e.g., tables in Section 4) do not include this individual.
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Figure 1

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
TOTAL ADMISSIONS - 1999

OTHER ADMISSIONS,
4.8%

PAROLE VIOLATORS,
30.2%

COURT COMMITMENTS,

65.0%
ADMISSION TYPE
TOTAL ADMISSIONS IN 1999
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
ADMISSION TYPE NUMBER PERCENT
NEW COURT COMMITMENTS 19,164 65.0%
RETURNED PAROLE VIOLATORS 8,903 30.2%
ALL OTHER ADMISSIONS 1,415 4.8%

TOTAL ADMISSIONS 29,482 100.0%




TABLE 1.1 ADMISSION TYPE BY GENDER;

1999 TOTAL ADMISSIONS

ADMISSION TYPE MALE FEMALE TOTAL
NUMBER PERCENT | NUMBER PERCENT | NUMBER PERCENT
NEW COURT COMMITHENTS
NEW COMMITMENT 17605 64.67 1496 67.67 1910
NEW TERM ABSCONDER FROM TEMPORARY RELEASE 32 5 V4 0 .07 913% 64.:5
NEW TERM ESCAPE 1 .07 o .0Z 1 .0Z
NEW TERM TEMPORARY RELEASE ARREST 28 i ¥4 2 1% 30 S ¥4
SUBTOTAL 17666 64.87% 1498 67.7% 19164 65.07%
RETURNED FROM PAROLE
RETURN COURT DISCHARGE ON PAROLE 1 .07 0 .07 1 .07
RETURN PARQLE VIOLATOR 6681 26.57 6l4 27.7% 7295 26.77
RETURN CONDITIONAL RELEASE VIOLATOR - 1607 5.9% 0 .07 1607 5.5%
SUBTOTAL 8289 30.47% 614 27.7% 8903 30.2%
OTHER ADMISSIONS A
RETURN FROM COURT ORDERED DISCHARGE 54 .27 5 27 59 .27
RETURN STATUTORY RELEASE VIOLATOR 1 .07 0 07 1 0%
RETURN ESCAPEE 5 .07 1 .0/ 6 .07
RETURN ABSCONDER FROM TEMPORARY RELEASE 564 2.1% 72 3.3% 636 2.2/
RETURN FROM OFFICE OF MENTAL HEALTH 546 2.07 16 eA 562 1.9%
RETURN OTHER AGENCY 16 17 2 1 18 .17
RETURN TEMPORARY RELEASE ARREST 116 47 5 .27 121 YA
OTHER 12 .07 9 0% 12 .0Z
SUBTOTAL 1314 4 .87 101 4,67 1415 4.87
GRAND TOTAL 27269 100.0% 2213 100.0% 29482 100.0%




Returned Parole Violators

The second large category of admissions to state prison consists of returned parole
violators. Until October 1, 1995, all felony offenders committed to prison in New York State received an
indeterminate sentence which had a minimum term and a maximum term. For those inmates who received
an indeterminate sentence, once they had served their minimum sentence they could, at the discretion of
the Board of Parole, be released to parole supervision. Furthermore, once inmates with indeterminate
sentences have reached their conditional release date (defined as service of two-thirds of the maximum
sentence) they must, by law, be released to parole supervision if they accept parole supervision. Beginning
October 1, 1995, inmates could be given a determinate sentence. Inmates with a determinate sentence must
serve 6/7ths of the sentence before reaching the conditional release date. The grant of parole may be
revoked if the parolee violates the rules that are a condition of release on parole. People whose parole
status has been revoked are returned to state prison to continue service of the original sentence until such
time as they are re-released by the Board of Parole, reach their conditional release dates, or reach the
maximum expiration date of their sentences. People returned for violation of parole were 30% (N=8,903)
of 1999 admissions.

Other Admissions

The third large category of admissions to state prison (labeled "other admissions", see
Table 1.1) contains a range of different reasons for re-admission to state prison. "Returns from court
ordered discharge” refers to individuals who had appealed the original conviction and while court -
proceedings were taking place the court had ordered that they be discharged from custody. People whose
criminal charges (and sentence) were upheld by the appellate courts and who were returned to state prison
fall into this category (N=59). "Returned escapees” (N=6) are inmates who had escaped from
Department custody and were then returned. Similarly, the category "returned absconders from temporary
release” (N=636) accounts for inmates who had been placed in the Department's temporary release
program and who absconded from this program and were then returned to custody. The number of returns
in this category was significantly lower than the 886 in 1998 and less than a fifth of the 3,531 recorded in
1994. This is a direct result of Governor Pataki's Executive Order restricting the ehglble crimes of inmates
who participate in the Department's Work Release Program

Inmates transferred to Central New York Psychiatric Center for mental health services are
passed to the legal custody of the Office of Mental Health. These individuals continue to earn time toward
the service of their sentence. Inmates who are returned to the Department of Correctional Services from
the Office of Mental Health are identified as "Returns from Office of Mental Health" (N=562). “Return
from other agency” (N=18) refers to persons who were transferred from the Department to another state,
to the federal system, or to other criminal justice agencies and who were subsequently returned to the
Department. “Return temporary release arrest” (N=121) refers to inmates who were arrested while out
on work release and then returned to Department custody. These inmates did not receive a new sentence
prior to their return to DOCS' custody. There were an additional 12 admissions to the Department in 1999
categorized as "other."”
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Section 2
COMMITMENT OFFENSE

The commitment crime for the persons who were new court commitments to the
Department of Correctional Services in 1999 is presented in Table 2.1 and in Figure 2.
Commitment crimes are grouped into several larger categories, the first of which is termed
"violent felony”. During a 1978 special session the New York State Legislature enacted laws
designed to provide for more severe penalties for certain violent felony crimes (see N.Y.S. Penal
Law Section 70.02). The Legislature designated certain crimes as "violent felony offenses” (e.g.,
Attempted Murder 2nd, Manslaughter 1st, Rape 1st, Robbery 1st, Assault 1st). The Legislature
did not include Murder 1st, Murder 2nd, Kidnapping 1st and Arson 1st in the designated violent
felony legislation because these crimes as class A-1 felony offenses already carry the most severe
sentences ranging from 15 years to Life imprisonment or even death. However, due to their
violent nature. and commensurate sentencing structure, we include Murder 1st,- Murder 2nd,
Kidnapping 1st and Arson 1st in the violent felony group.

Persons convicted of violent felony crimes were 28% (N=35,369 cases) of 1999
new court commitments. :

The second general category is labeled "other coercive” crimes. It includes crimes
that are of a violent or coercive nature but were not designated by the legislature as violent felony
crimes. These "other coercive" crimes accounted for 8% (N=1,555) of new court commitments.

The third category includes all felony classes of drug commitments. Forty-five percent

(N=8,521) of 1999 new court commitments were for drug offenses. The fourth general category
is termed "property and other” and contains non-violent offenses such as Burglary 3rd, Grand
Larceny, Forgery, and Stolen Property. Property and other felonies comprised 16% of 1999 new
court commitments (N=3,123).

The last general category, entitled Youthful Offenders and Juvenile Offenders,
were 3.1% (N=>596) of new court commitments. Youthful Offenders (N=557) are persons aged
16 to 19 at the date of the offense who were convicted of a felony crime, but were subsequently
granted Youthful Offender status by the court. (See New York State Criminal Procedure Law
Section 720.10). Juvenile Offenders (N=39) are persons who committed especially serious
violent felony offenses before their sixteenth birthday and were tried as adult offenders. (See
NYS CPL 70.05. Also see Appendix A, Section 4, of this report for offenses that pertain to
Juvenile Offenders and the sentences that apply to them). '
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Figure 2

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
NEW COMMITMENTS - 1999
CRIME

ALL OTHERS, 12.9%

/

SEX OFFENSES, 4.3%

ASSAULT, 5.1%

k DRUG OFFENSES, 44.5%
WEAPON OFFENSES, 4.9% B :

. &

BURGLARY, 9.4%

ROBBERY, 12.3%

COMMITMENT CRIME
1899 NEW COMMITMENTS
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

CRIME TYPE CRIME BY h

BY OFFENSE - NUMBER PERCENT CATEGORY NUMBER PERCENT
ORUG O#FENSES 8,521 44.5% _ VIOLENT FELONY 5,369 28.0%
ROBBERY 2,357 12.3% OTHER COERCIVE 1,555 8.1%
BURGLARY 1,793 9.4% DRUG OFFENSES 8,521 44.5%
MURDER/HOMICIDE 746 3.9% PROPERTY OFFENSES 3,123 16.3%
WEAPONS OFFENSES 529 2.8% YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE 596 3.1%
LARCENY/FORGERY 933 4.9% TOTAL 19,164 100.0%
ASSAULT 986 S.1%

SEX OFFENSES 826 4.3%

ALL OTHERS 2,473 12.9%

-~
TOTAL 3\ 19,164 100.0%
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TABLE 2.1 CRIME BY SEX;

1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

COMMITMENT CRIME MALE FEMALE TOTAL
NUMBER PERCENT | NUMBER PERCENT | NUMBER PERCENT
VIOLENT FELONY
MURDER 270 1.5% 10 77 280 1.5%
ATTEMPTED MURDER 162 <97 7 5% 129 l.gl
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 161 9% 18 1.2% 179 .97
RAPE 1ST 165 .9% 1 17 166 .97
ROBBERY 1ST 885 5.07 25 1.7% 9210 4.7%
ROBBERY 2ZND 933 5.37% 38 2.57% 971 5.1%
ASSAULT 1ST 294 1.7% 29 1.97 323 1.7%
ASSAULT 2ND 426 2.67 45 3.0Z 471 2.57
BURGLARY 1ST 136 .87 2 17 138 77
BURGLARY 2ND 719 4.17 34 2.3/ 753 3.9%
ARSON  1ST,2ND ‘30 .27 5 .37 35 .27
SODOMY 1ST 130 T 2 1 132 7%
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 262 1.5/ 6 G/ 268 1.67
WEAPONS OFFENSES 519 2.9% 10 T 529 2.8%
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 33 .27 5 .37 38 2%
{ CONSPIRACY 1ST [ .07 0 .07 6 .07
OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES 1 .0% 0 .07 1 .0%
SUBTOTAL 5132 29.1% 237 15.8% 5369 28.07%
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 66 N YA 7 .57 73 .47
OTHER HOMICIDE 35 .27 10 eA 45 2%
ROBBERY 3RD 444 2.57% 32 2.1% 476 2.5%
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 180 1.07 12 .87 192 1.07%
CONSPIRACY 2,3,4 124 77 16 1.17 140 A
OTHER WEAPONS 169 1.07% 5 74 174 .97
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 255 1.47 5 .37 260 1.47
OTHER  COERCIVE 176 1.0% 19 1.3% 195 1.0%
SUBTOTAL 1449 8.27% 106 7.17% 1555 8.1%
DRUG OFFENSES
DRUG SALE 5440 30.87% 658 43.97% 6098 31.8?
DRUG POSSESSION 2209 12.57% 214 14.3% 2423 12.6%
SUBTOTAL 7649 43.3% 872 58.2% 8521 44 57
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 878 5.07 24 1.6Z 902 4.77
GRAND  LARCENY 518 2.9% 101 6.7% 619 3.2%
FORGERY 250 1.47% 64 4.37% 314 1.6%
STOLEN PROPERTY 284 1.67% 16 1.17Z 300 1.6%
DRIVE INTOXICATED 516 2.9% 18 1.2% 534 2.87%
ALL OTHER FELONIES 434 2.57% 20 1.3% 454 2.47
SUBTOTAL 2880 16.37% 243 16.2% 3123 16.3%
YOQUTHFUL/JUVENILE
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 517 2.9%4 40 2.77% 557 2.9%
JUVENILE OFFENDER 39 .27% 0 .07 39 2%
SUBTOTAL 556 3.1% 40 2.7% 596 3.1%
GRAND TOTAL 17666 100.0% 1498 100.0% 19164 100.07%




Gender Differences in Commitment Crime

The population of persons committed to state prison in 1999 was predominately
men (92%). Women were only 8% (N=1,498) of the 19,164 persons committed to state prison
in 1999.

Among men committed to state prison in 1999, 29% were convicted of a violent
felony crime. This is nearly twice the percent of women (16%) committed to state prison for
violent offenses (see Table 2.1).

Women committed to state prison were, however, more likely to have been
convicted of a drug offense than were men. Among women committed to state prison, 58% were
convicted of a drug offense compared with 43% of men.

Shifts in Commitment Crime 1996-1999

The number of violent felony offenders committed to state prison has declined each
year for the last four years. There were 6,185 violent felony offenders committed in 1996 but
only 5,369 in 1999. The proportion of new court commitments made up of violent felons has
remained constant for the last three years at 28%, down slightly from the 29% recorded in 1996.

Drug offenders decreased slightly from 46% in 1996 to 44 % in 1999; property and other offenses
rose from 14% to 16%.

It must be noted that over the same time period, from January 1, 1996 to
December 31, 1999, the proportion of violent felons under DOCS’ custody rose from 51.3% to
53.3%. Additionally, the actual number of violent felons in the inmate population rose by 6.6%
from 35,686 to 38,059. (See “Men and Women Undercustody: 1987-1998”, DOCS Research,
1999 and “The Hub System: Profile of Inmates Undercustody on January 1, 2000”, DOCS
Research.)
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TABLE

2.2

1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

1996

COMMITHENT CRIME 1997 1998 1999
NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER PERCENT
VIOLENT FELONY
- MURDER 368 1.77 353 1.77% 304 1.67 280 1.57%
ATTEMPTED MURDER 204 1.0/ 217 l1.07% 171 .97 169 .97
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 224 1.17 . 224 1.1% 189 1.07 179 9%
RAPE 1ST 185 9% 188 .97 172 .97 166 9%
ROBBERY 1ST 1233 5.8% 1109 5.37 989 5.1% 910 4.7%
ROBBERY 2ND 1179 5.67 1033 5.0Z 931 4.87 971 5.17%
ASSAULT 1sT 283 1.37% 298 1.47 291 1.5% 323 1.77%
ASSAULT 2ND 380 1.8% 397 1.97 420 2.27% 471 2.5%
BURGLARY 1ST 136 .67 166 .87 126 .67 138 JT%
BURGLARY 2ND 906 4.37 786 3.8% 792 4.17 753 3.97
ARSON  1ST,2ND 49 .27 42 2% 33 2% 35 .27
SODOMY  1ST 129 .67 99 .57 98 .57% 132 T4
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 199 9% 200 1.07% 249 1.3% 268 1.47
WEAPONS OFFENSES 633 3.0% 660 3.2% 582 3.07% 529 2.87
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 73 .37 52 .27 42 2% 38 .27
CONSPIRACY 1ST 3 .07 3 .0Z 3 .07 6 . 0%
" OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES 1 .07 1 .07 2 .07 1 0%
TOTAL 6185 29.27 5828 28.0% 5394 27.77% 5369 28.07%
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 64 .37 81 .47 71 N YA 73 47
OTHER HOMICIDE 42 2% 47 .27 33 .27 45 .27
ROBBERY 3RD 552 2.6/ 522 2.57 496 2.57 476 2.57
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 1585 T 202 1.0% 197 1.07% 192 1.07%
CONSPIRACY 2,3,4 82 47 58 37 95 .57 140 %
OTHER WEAPONS 192 .97 194 .97 198 1.0% 174 9%
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 197 .97 214 1.0% 264 1.47 260 1.47
OTHER  COERCIVE 205 1.0% 200 1.07 165 .8% 195 1.07%
TOTAL 1489 7.0% 1518 7.3% 1519 7.87% 1555 8.17
DRUG OFFENSES
- DRUG SALE 7447 35.1% 7229 34.87% 6697 34.37 6098 31.87%
DRUG POSSESSION 2395 11.37% 2574 12.4% 2385 12.2% 2623 12.67%
"TOTAL . 9842 46.47 9803 47.1% 9082 46,67 8521 4% .57
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 1015 %.87% 269 4.7% 872 4.57 902 7 4.7%
GRAND  LARCENY 685 3.2% 697 3.4% 653 3.3% 619 3.2%
FORGERY 258 1.27% 268 1.3% 258 1.3% 314 1.6/
STOLEN PROPERTY 500 2.47 408 2.07 322 1.7% 300 1.67
DRIVE INTOXICATED 298 1.47 385 1.9% 378 1.97 534 2.8%
ALL OTHER FELONIES 269 1.37% 365 1.8% 401 2.1%Z 4549 2.47
TOTAL 3025 14.37% 3092 14.9% 2884 14.87 3123 16.3%
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 506 2.47 518 2.57 571 2.9% 557 2.9%
JUVENILE OFFENDER 145 77 43 ¥-24 47 .27 39 2%
TOTAL 651 3.17% 561 2.7% ' 618 3.2%Z 596 3.1%
GRAND TOTAL 21192 | 100.07 20802 | 100.0% 19497 100.07% 19164 | 100.07
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Section 3
SECOND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS

The New York State Penal Law provides for more severe sentences for second
felony offenders and for persistent felony offenders (see Appendix A). In addition, the penal law

requires (with some exceptions) a mandatory state prison term for persons convicted of a second
felony offense (see section 70.06 NYS Penal Law). :

: Among 1999 new court commitments 50% (N=9,601) were sentenced as first
felony offenders, 49% as second felony offenders (N=9,380) and 1% (N=183) as persistent
felony offenders (see Table 3.1 and Figure 3.1).

Those persons in Table 3.1 identified as second felony offenders are defendants
who were sentenced by the trial court judge as a second felony offender. Some of those persons
listed as first felony commitments have been convicted of prior felony crimes and some have
previous sentences to state prison, but they were not sentenced as second felony offenders. This
occurs because the statutes for class A-1 felony crimes do not contain provisions for sentencing
as a second felony offender. The penalty for A-1 felony crimes is already the most severe so
there is no need for additional enhancement in length of sentence.

There are differences in the percent of persons sentenced as second felony
offenders in each general crime group. According to Table 3.1, in 1999, 59% of those committed
for drug offenses and 53% of those committed for property offenses were sentenced as second
felony offenders. Among those committed for violent felony crimes, 36% were sentenced as
second felony offenders. '

Table 3.2 also shows crime by second felony offender status, however the
percentages are based on felony offender status rather than commitment crime.
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Figure 3

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
NEW COMMITMENTS - 1999
PREDICATE SENTENCES

PERSISTENT FELONY, 1.0%

SECOND FELONY, 48.9% FIRST FELONY, 50.1%

COMMITMENT CRIME BY PREDICATE SENTENCE STATUS
1999 NEW COMMITMENTS
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

TYPE OF SENTENCE

CRIME TYPE FIRST FELONY SECOND FELONY PERSISTENT FELONY TOTAL
BY OFFENSE NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER PERCENT NUMBER
VIOLENT FELONY 3,293 34.3% 1,924 20.5% 152 ° 83.1% 5,369
OTHER COERCIVE 768 8.0% 775 8.3% 12 6.6% 1,555
DRUG OFFENSES 3,498 36.4% 5,015 53.5% 8 4.4% 8,521
PROPERTY OFFENSES 1,446 15.1% 1 ,Sﬁé 17.8% 1 6.0% 3,123
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE OFFENDER 596 6.2% 0 0.0% 0 0.0% 596

TOTAL 9,601 100.0% 9,380 100.0% 183 100.0% 19,164
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TABLE 3.1

1999 NEW COURT COMMITHENTS

COMMITMENT CRIME first felony second felony persist felony TOTAL
of fender offender offender
NUMBER ROW NUMBER ROW NUMBER ROW NUMBER ROW
PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT
VIOLENT FELONY
MURDER 280 100.07% 0 .0Z 0 .07 280 100.0%
ATTEMPTED MURDER 113 66.9% 51 30.27% 5 3.0/ 169 100.0%
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 13 73.7% 46 25.7% 1 6% 179 100.0%
RAPE 1ST 108 63.3% 57 34.37 4 2.47 166 100.07%
ROBBERY 1ST 556 61.1%Z 323 35.57 31 3.47% 910 100.07
ROBBERY 2ND 565 58.2% 377 38.87% 29 3.07 971 100.0%
ASSAULT 1ST 233 72.1% 85 26.37 5 1.5% 323 l100.0%Z
ASSAULT 2ND 279 59.2% 182 38.67 10 2.17 471 100.07
BURGLARY 1ST 90 65.27% 45 32.6% 3 2.27 138 100.07%
BURGLARY 2ND 348 46.27 364 48 .37 41 5.4/ 753 100.0%
ARSON 1ST,2ND 24 68.67 11 31.47% 0 .07 35 100.07%
SODOMY 1ST %26 72.77 33 25.07 3 2.3%Z 132 100.07%
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 206 76.97% 62 23.17% 0 .07 268 100.0%
WEAPONS OFFENSES - 230 4%3.57 279 52.7% 20 3.8% 529 100.0%
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 29 76 .37 9 23.7% 0 .07 38 100.07
OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES 7 100.07% 0 0% ] .0Z 7 100.07
SUBTOTAL 3293 61.3% 1924 35.8% 152 2.8 5369 100.07
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 56 76.77 16 21.97 1 1.47 73 100.0%
OTHER HOMICIDE 35 77 .87 10 22.27 0 .07 45 100.07%
ROBBERY 3RD 164 34.5% 308 64.7% 4 .87 476 100.07
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 69 35.9% 123 64 .1% 0 0% 192 100.0%
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 179 68.87% 80 30.8% 1 47 260 100.0%
OTHER COERCIVE 265 52.1% 238 46.87 6 1.27% 509 100.07
SUBTOTAL 768 49.47 775 49.8% 12 .87 1555 100.0%
DRUG OFFENSES
DRUG SALE 2198 36.07 3895 63.97% 5 i V4 6098 100.0?
DRUG POSSESSIGCN 1300 53.7% 1120 46.27% 3 .17 26423 100.07
SUBTOTAL 3498 41.17% 5015 58.9% 17 8521 100.07
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 312 34.6% 588 65.27% 2 2% 902 100.0%
GRAND LARCENY 212 34.27% 405 65.47 2 .37 619 100.05
FORGERY 163 32.87% 207 65.97 4 1.3% 314 100.0%
STOLEN PROPERTY 66 22.0% 232 | 77.3%Z 2 .77 300 100.07%
DRIVE INTOXICATED 523 97.9%Z 10 1.9% 1 .25 534 100.05
ALL OTHER FELONIES 230 50.7% 224 49.37 0 .07 454 100.07
SUBTOTAL 1446 46.37 - 1666 53.3% 11 .47 3i23 100.0%
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 557 100.0% 0 .07 0 .OZ 557 100.0?
JUVENILE OFFENDER 39 100.07% 0 .07 0 .07 39 100.07%
SUBTOTAL 596 100.0%Z [1} .07 0 .07 596 100.0%
GRAND TOTAL 9601 50.1% 9380 48.97% 183 1.0% 19164 100.07
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TABLE 3.2
CRIME BY FELONY STATUS (COLUMN PERCENTAGES); 1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS
COMMITHMENT CRIME first felony second felony persist felony TOTAL
offender offender offender
NUMBER COLUMN NUMBER COLUMN NUMBER COLUMN NUMBER COLUMN
PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT PERCENT
VIOLENT FELONY
MURDER 280 2.9% 0 (1 YA 0 .07 280 1.57
ATTEMPTED MURDER 113 1.27% 51 5/ 5 2.7% 169 .97
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 132 1.47% 46 .5/ 1 57 179 9%
RAPE 1ST 105 1.1% 57 .67 [) 2.2/ 166 .97
ROBBERY 1ST 556 5.8% 323 3.47 31 16.97 910 4.77%
ROBBERY 2ND 565 5.97 377 4.07 29 15.87 971 5.17
ASSAULT 1ST 233 2.4/ 85 .9 5 2.7% 323 1.77%
ASSAULT 2ND 279 2.97 182 1.97 10 5.5% 471 2.57
BURGLARY 1ST 90 9% 45 .57 3 1.67% 138 77
BURGLARY 2ND 348 3.67 364 3.9% 41 22.4% 753 3.9%
ARSON 1ST,2ND 24 27 11 17 0 .07 35 27
SODOMY 1ST 96 1.0/ 33 N Y4 3 1.6Z 132 A
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 206 2.17 62 oA '] .07 268 1.47
WEAPONS OFFENSES 230 2.4% 279 3.0%Z 20 10.9%Z 529. 2.87
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 29 .37 9 S ¥4 0 .07 38 .27
OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES 7 .17 0 .0% 0 .07 7 0%
SUBTOTAL 3293 34.37% 192Q ’ 20.57 152 83.17% 5369 28.07
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 56 .67 16 27 1 5% 73 47
OTHER HOMICIDE 35 a7 10 17 0 .07 45 .27
ROBBERY 3RD 164 44 308 3.3% 4 2.27 476 2.57
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 69 .77 123 1.3% 0 .07 192 1.07
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 179 1.97 80 -4 1 N4 260 1.47
OTHER COERCIVE 265 2.8% 238 2.57 6 3.3'(. 509 2.7
SUBTOTAL 768 8.0% 775 8.37% 12 6.67 1555 8.17%
DRUG OFFENSES
DRUG SALE 2198 22.97% 3895 41.57 5 2.7% 6098 31.8%
DRUG POSSESSION 1300 13.57% 1120 11.97% 3 1.6% 2423 12.67%
SUBTOTAL 3498 36.47 50i5 53.57 8 4.47 8521 44 .57
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 312 3.27% 588 6.3% 2 1.17% 902 4.7%
GRAND LARCENY 212 2.27% 405 4.37 2 1.1% 619 3.2%
FORGERY 103 1.17 207 2.27 4 2.27% 314 "1.67
STOLEN PROPERTY 66 T 232 2.5% 2 1.1% 300 1.67
DRIVE INTOXICATED 523 5.‘0/. 17 1 .57 534 2.87%
ALL OTHER FELONIES 230 2.7 22‘0 2.47 0 07 454 2.47
SUBTOTAL 1446 15.17%Z 1666 17.87% 11 6.07 3123 16.37
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 557 5.8% 0 .0%Z 0 0% 557 2.97
JUVENILE OFFENDER 39 .47 0 .07 0 .0% 39 .27
SUBTOTAL 596 "6.27 0 .07 0 .07 596 3.17%
GRAND TOTAL 9601 100.07% 9380 100.07% 183 100.0% 19164 100.0%
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Proportion of Second Felony Offenders Decreases

Data is presented in Table 3.3, according to commitment crime, on the number of
persons committed to DOCS as a first, second, or persistent felony offender for the period 1996
through 1999. The proportion of commitments sentenced as a second felony offender decreased
from 55% in 1996 (N=11,556), to 50% (N=9,380) in 1999.

The proportion of violent offenders sentenced as second félony offenders also
dropped from 1996 (40%) to 1999 (36%). There was also a decrease among drug offenders
sentenced as second felons from 64 % in 1996 to 59% in 1999 (see Tables 3.3 and 3.4).

In 1996, 56% of commitments for other coercive offenses were second felony
offenders; this fell to 50% in 1999. Among property offenders there was a decline in second
felony offenders from 64% in 1996 to 53% in 1999. (See Tables 3.4 and 3.5 for the percent of
first, second and persistent felony offenders within each specific crime group.)
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TABLE 3.5 CRIME BY FELONY STATUS AND YEAR RECEIVED (COLUMN PERCENTAGES);
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1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

COMMITMENT CRINME 1996 1997 1998 1999
FIRST SECOND | TOTAL FIRST SECOND | TOTAL FIRST SECOND | TOTAL FIRST SECCND | TOTAL
FELONY | FELONY FELONY | FELONY" FELONY | FELONY FELONY | FELONY
VIOLENT FELONY
MURDER . 3.9% .0Z 1.7% 3.6% .07 1.7% 3.34 07 1.6%Z 2.9 .07 1.5%
ATTEHPTED MURDER 1.5% .67 1.07 1.7/ .87 1.0% 1.47 a7 <9Z 1.2% .67 .97
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 1.8% .5% 1.17 1.7% .67 1.17% 1.5% .57 1.0% 1.47% .57 <97
RAPE 1ST 1.47 .57 .97 1.27% T 9% 1.37 5% .97 1.17 .67 .97
ROBBERY 1ST 7.6% 4.67 5.87 6.9% 3.9% 5.3Z 6.6% 3.7% 5.1% 5.87 3.7% 4.77
ROBBERY 2ND 6.67% 4,87 5.6/ 5.7% 4.47 5.07 5.77% 4.07 4.87% 5.9%Z 4.27% 5.17
ASSAULT 1ST 1.9% .97 1.32 2.07% 9% 1.4%Z 2.3% .87 1.57% 2.47 .97 1.77
ASSAULT 2ND 2.27% 1.57 1.8% 2.47 1.5% 1.9% 2.87 1.6% 2.2% 2.9% 2.07 2.57Z
BURGLARY 1ST ¢ .67 .67 1.07% .67 .87 8% .57 .67 .97 57 7%
BURGLARY 2ND 3.8% 4.6% “.37% 3.47% 4.1% 3.8% 3.3% 9.77% “.17 3.6% ©.27% 3.9%
ARSON  1ST,2ND .Gz W7 .27 ar 1% 3 .37 17 .27 .27 .17 2%
SODOMY 1ST 1.0% 37 .67 7% 37 .57% .87 3% 74 1.07 a7 77
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 1.57. .57 .9% 1.5% .57 1.07 1.9% N4 1.3% 2.7 .67 1.4%
WEAPONS OFFENSES 2.&:/. 3.3:/. 3.0% 2.47% 3.9% 3.2% 2.2% 3.7% 3.0% 2.47 3.1% 2.8%
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND .67 .27 .37 Y4 S ¥ .27 .47 » ¥4 .27 .37 .17 W27
OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES .07 .07 .0% .0% 0% .07 .07 .07 .07 17 .07 .0Z
TOTAL 37.47 22.67 29.2% 34.9% 22,07 28.07% 36.47% 21.8% 27.7% 34.37 21.7% 28.0%
OTHER COERCIVE
HANSLAUGHTER 2ND .67 17 3% N:Y4 .27 47 Y4 W27 Y4 .67 .27 Ry
OTHER HOMICIDE 47 .07 2% Y4 S ¥4 2% .37 .07 .27 .47 17 .27
ROBBERY 3RD 1.9% 3.2% 2.67 1.87% 3.1% 2.5% 2.07 3.0% 2.57% 1.7% 3.37% 2.57
ATT ASSAULT 2ND .4z 1.0% .77 .S% 1.4% 1.07 7% 1.3Z 1.0% 77 1.37% 1.0%
QTHER SEX OFFENSES 1.3‘/. Y4 9% 1.3% .87 1.07% 1.77% 1.0%Z 1.4% 1.9% .87 l.4%
OTHER  COERCIVE 2.2% 2.37 2.3% 2.0Z 2.3% 2.27% 2.5% 2.3% 2.47% 2.87 . 2.6% 2.7%
TOTAL 6.87 7.2% 7.0% 6.6% 7.97% 7.37 7.87% 7.8% 7.8% 8.0% 8.2% 8.1x
DRUG OFFENSES
DRUG SALE 24.27 %3.87% 35.17Z 25.17 43,27 34.8% 24.67% 43.0% 34.37 22.9% 40.87% 31.8%
DRUG POSSESSION 13.17% 9.9% 11.3% 14.3% 10.7% 12.47% 13.6% 11.0% 12.2% 13.5% 11.77% 12.67
TOTAL 37.3% 53.77% 46 .47 39.37 53.9%Z 47.1% 38.2% 54.07 46.67% 36.47 52.587% 44 .57
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 3.0:/. 6.27 4.87 3.17% 6.07% G.77 3.0% 5.8% .57 3.2% 6.2% 4.77%
GRAND  LARCENY 2.07 4.27 3.27% 2.67% .27 3.47 2.0Z 4.57 3.3% 2.27 4.37 3.27%
FORGERY .87 1.5% 1.27 97 1.6Z 1.37 .87 1.7% 1.3% 1.1% 2.27% 1.67
STOLEN PROPERTY 1.2z 3.37% 2.47 1.17% 2.7 2.07 .97 2.3% 1.77% % 2.47 1.6%
BRIVE INTOXICATED 3.1% I ¥4 1.47 3.9% B ¥ 1.9% 4.07 17 1.97% S.497 17 2.87%
ALL OTHER FELONIES 1.647 1.2%Z 1.37 2.07Z 1.6% 1.87% 2.2% 1.97 2.17% 2.47% 2.3Z 2.4%
TOTAL 11.5% 16.57 164.3% 13.3% 16.2% 14.97 12.9% 16.47 14.87 15.1% 17.5% 16.37%
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 5.4% .07 2.47 5.3% .07 2.5% 6.37% 0% 2.9% 5.8% . 0% 2.9%
JUVENILE OFFENDER 1,57 0% 7% Y4 .07 24 .57 .07 2% G7 .07 2%
TOTAL 6.97% .07 3.1% 5.87% .07 2.7% 6.8% <07 3.2% 6.27 0% 3.1%
GRAND TOTAL 100.0% 100.07 | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%
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Section 4
FELONY CLASS CATEGORY

In New York State felony offenses are classified into one of several felony class
categories: Class A (including Class A-I and A- II), Class B, Class C, Class D, Class E, and
Youthful Offender. In general, more serious offenses are categorized as Class A, Class B, or
Class C felonies and the less serious offenses are categorized as Class D or Class E felonies.
Youthful Offenders do not have a felony class. There are still less serious offenses that are treated
as misdemeanors or violations, but only those convicted of a felony may be sentenced to state
prison. Conviction for an "attempt” of a particular felony offense generally drops the conviction
into the next lower felony class category. For instance, Robbery 1st is a Class B felony offense,
but Attempted Robbery 1st is a Class C felony offense as is Robbery 2nd. The felony class
category of the conviction offense is relevant because the sentencing laws are based on the felony
class category. That is, the range of minimum and maximum sentences that apply to conviction
for a particular offense are governed, in part, by the felony class of the offense.! Appendix A
contains a brief summary of the range of minimum and maximum sentences for each felony class
category. :

Table 4.1 shows the specific commitment crime, broken out by felony class
category, for new court commitments committed to DOCS in 1999 (see also Figure 4). (Appendix
B contains the Penal Law Section number for the offenses listed in Table 4.1.) The letters "ATT"
_before the offense indicate that the crime was an attempt. Two percent of 1999 new court
commitments were Class A-I crimes (N=347). Class A-II offenses were 4% (N=733) of
commitments. Offenses in the Class B felony category were 22% (N=4,126) of 1999 new court
commitments. Class C felony offenders were also 21% (N=3,924) of 1999 commitments. The
Class D felony category was the largest at 33% (N=6,251) of new commitments. Class E felony
offenders comprised 17% (N =3,225) of new commitments. Youthful Offenders constituted 3%
(N=557) of new commitments.

*For example, the minimum sentence range for a Class D felony offense for a first felony, non violent offender is 1 year

to 2 years and 4 months. The sentencing court judge must select a minimum term that falls between | year and 2 years 4 months.
Other factors affect the range of sentences that apply to each felony class category. In general, if the offense is a legislatively
designated violent felony the sentence length range is more severe. For a Class B first violent felon whose crime of conviction was
committed prior to September 1, 1998, the lowest legally permissible minimum term is 3 years. For non-violent Class B first
felony offenders, the lowest legally permissible minimum term is one year. Effective September 1, 1998, people convicted of a
first violent felony offense will receive a determinate sentence. These offenders must, at a minimum, serve 6/7 of a maximum term
set by the court. Offenders can earn 1/7 off the fixed term for good behavior. The Legislature had previously extended determinate
sentencing to second violent felons effective October 1, 1995, see pages 32-43 below. It is also the case that the range of sentences
that may be available to the judge after a conviction depends on whether the person is a first, second or persistent felony offender
(see Appendix A). Persons who are convicted as second felony offenders face more severe penalties than do first felony offenders.
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Figure 4

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
NEW COMMITMENTS - 1999
FELONY CLASS

A-l, 1.8%
A-ll, 3.8%

¥.0., 2.9%

B, 21.5%

D, 32.6%

C, 20.5%

COMMITMENT CRIME BY FELONY CLASS
1999 NEW COMMITMENTS
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

FELONY CLASS
OFFENSE ON _
COMMITMENT Al Al B c D £ Y.0. TOTAL
VIOLENT FELONY 299 0 1,562 1,460 1,891 157 0 5,369
OTHER COERCIVE 0 0 105 110 664 676 0 1,555
DRUG OFFENSES 41 733 2,413 2,273 2,469 582 0 8,521
PROPERTY/OTHER 0 0 24 72 1,226 1,800 0 3,122
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 0 0 0 0 0 0 557 557
JUVENILE OFFENDER AR g 22 9 1 0 0 39
TOTAL 347 733 4,126 3,924 6,251 3,225 557 19,163
PERCENT 1.8% 38%  21.5% 20.5% 32.6% 16.8% 2.9% 100.0%
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TABLE 4.1

1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

CRIME AND CRIME CLASS first second persist TOTAL
felony felony felony
offender |offender |offender

A-I FELONY
MURDER 1ST 39 1] 0 39
ATT MURDER 1ST 5 0 0 5
MURDER 2ND 24] 0 0 241
ARSON 1ST 1 0 0 1
~ CSCsS 1sT 20 1] 0 20
CPCS 1ST 16 0 0 16
ATT CPCS 1ST 5 0 0 5
KIDNAPPING 1ST 7 0 0 7
CONSPIRACY 1ST [ 0 0 6
JO-KIDNAPPING 1ST 2 0 0 2
JO-MURDER 2ND 5 0 0 5
TOTAL 347 0 0 347
3.67 .07 .07 1.8%

A-II FELONY
CSCS 2ND 279 18 0 297
ATT CSCS 2ND -3 1 0 4
CPCS 2ND 400 21 1 422
ATT CPCS 2ND 10 0 0 10
TOTAL 692 40 1 733
7.27% N-Y4 .57 3.8%

CLASS B FELONY
ATT MURDER 2ND 108 51 5 164
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 127 43 1 171
RAPE 1ST 77 37 [ 118
ROBBERY 1ST 384 220 26 630
ASSAULT 1ST B FELONY 138 46 4 188
GANG ASSAULT 1ST [ 1 0 5
BURGLARY 1ST 69 36 2 107
GRAND LARCEN 1ST 5 0 0 5
BUS CORRUPTION 12 1 0 13
ARSCN 2ND 16 6 0 22
PROMO PROSTI 1ST 1 0 0 1
SODOMY 1ST 76 26 1 103
AG SEX ABUSE 1ST 2 1 0 3
SEX CONDUCT CHILD 1ST 20 3 0 23
CSCS 3RD 1026 608 2 1636
CPCS 3RD 476 173 0 649
CSCS AT SCHoOL 75 53 0 128
C POS WEAPON 1ST 1 0 0 1
USE FIREAMS 1ST 3 3 0 6
CRIM MISCHIEF 1ST 3 1 0 4
-KIDNAPPING 2ND 15 5 0 20
INTIMIDATE WIT 1ST 1 0 [} 1
CONSPIRACY 2ND 94 11 0 105
CRIM FACIL 1ST 1 0 0 1
JO-BURGLARY 1ST 1 0 0 1
JO-MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 3 o o 3
ATT JO-MURDER 2ND 1 0 0 1
JO-RAPE 1ST 1 0 0 1
JO-ROBBERY 1ST 15 0 ()] 15
JO-ASSAULT 1ST DEGREE 1 0 0 1
TOTAL 2756 1325 45 4126
28.77 14.17 26.67 21.57%

ER STATUS (COLUMN PERCENTAGES)

(continued)
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TABLE 4.1
CRIME AND FELONY CRIME CLASS BY 1ST OR 2ND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS (COLUMN PERCENTAGES)
1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS .

CRIME AND CRIME CLASS first second persist TOTAL
felony falony felony
offender |offender [offender
CLASS C FELONY

ATT MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 5 3 0 8
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 53 16 1 70
VEHICULR MANSL 1ST 1 0 0 1
ATT RAPE 1ST 28 20 0 48
ATT ROBBERY 1ST 172 103 5 280
ROBBERY 2ND 222 159 14 395
ATT ASSAULT 1ST B

FELONY 82 28 1 111
ASSAULT 1ST 7 6 0 13
ATT AG ASSAULT POLICE [ 3 0 3
ATT GANG ASSAULT 1ST 1 0 [ 1
GANG ASSAULT 2ND 4 . 0 (1] 4
ASLT POLICE/FIRE/EMT 1 0 0 1
ATT BURGLARY 1ST 21 9 1 31
BURGLARY 2ND 183 193 21 397
ATT GRAND LAR 1ST 0 1 0 1
GRAND LARCEN 2ND 33 9 0 42
STOLEN PROP 2ND 1 8 0 9
CRIM USURY 1ST 1 0 0 1
INSUR FRAUD 2ND 2 0 0 2
ATT BUS CORRUPTION 1 0 ¢ 1
FORGERY 1ST 0 1 0 1
POS FORGE INS 1ST 4 1 1 6
ATT ARSCON 2ND 7 5 0 12
ARSON 3RD 19 10 0 29
PROMO PROSTI 2ND 3 0 0 3
ATT SODOMY 1ST 20 7 2 29
AG SEX ABUSE 2ND 3 1 0 4
ATT SEX CONDUCT CHILD

1sT 0 1 0
ATT CSCS 3RD 525 1240 1 1766
ATT CPCS 3RD 80 195 1 276
CSCS 4TH 16 33 1 50
CPCS 4TH 83 71 0 154
CRIM SALE MARI 1 2 1 0 3
CRIM POS MARI 1 6 0 0 6
ATT CSCS AT SCHoOL 9 8 0 17
CSCS PRESCRIPTION 1 0 0 1
C POS WEAPON 2ND 69 38 3 110
SALE FIREARM 1ST 1 0 0 1
CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 1 1l 0 2
ATT KIDNAPPING 2ND 7 ) [} 11
ATT TAMP WITNES1ST 0 1 0 1
CRIM DIVERS PRESCRIP

1ST 1 0 '] 1
ATT CONSPIRACY 2ND 1 6 0 7
CRIM FACIL 2ND 4 1 0 5
JO-ASSAULT 1ST 4 0 0 4
JO-ROBBERY 2ND 5 0 0 5
TOTAL 1689 2183 52 3924

17.67 23.3% 28.47% 20.5%

(continued)
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TABLE 4.1

CRIME AND FELONY CRIME CLASS BY 1ST OR 2ND FELONY OFFEND

ER s
1999 NEW- COURT COMMITMENTS TATUS (CoLUHN PERCENTAGES)

CRIME AND CRIME CLASS first second persist TOTAL
felony felony falony
offender |offender offender
CLASS D FELONY

ATT MANSLAUGHTER 2ZND 3 0 ] 3 !
VEHICULR MANSL 2ND 17 0 9 17
RAPE 2ND 47 13 1 61
ATT ROBBERY 2ND 343 218 15 576
ROBBERY 3RD 124 191 3 318
ATT ASSAULT 1ST 1 1 0 2
ASSAULT 2ND 272 . 180 10 462
RECK ENDANGER 1ST 43 32 0 75
VEHIC ASSAULT 1ST . 2 2 0 4
ATT GANG ASSAULT 2ND 1 1 1] 2
ATT ASLT

POLICE/FIRE/EMT 1 1l 0 2
ATT BURGLARY 2ND 165 171 20 356
BURGLARY 3RD 252 358 2 612
ATT GRAND LAR 2ND 7 5 1] 12
GRAND LARCEN 3RD 52 G2 1] 94
WLFARE FRAUD 3 D

FELONY 0 2 0 2
UNAU USE VEHIC 1ST 1 2 0 3
GR LAR 3RD AUTO 17 25 0 42
ATT STOLN PROP 2ND 1 0 0 1
STOLEN PROP 3RD 23 59 0 82
INSUR FRAUD 3RD 1 0 0 1
ATT FORGERY 1ST 0 1 0 1
ATT POS FORGE 1ST 2 3 0 5
FORGERY 2ND 29 69 1 99
POS FORGE INS 2ND 49 60 1 110
ATT ARSON 3RD 12 9 ] 21
ATT PRO PROST 2ND 0 1 0 1
PROMO PROSTI 3RD 1 0 0 1
SODOMY 2ND 26 6 0 32
SEXUAL ABUSE 1ST 170 52 0 222
ATT AG SEX ABU 2ND 0 1 0 1
SEX CONDUCT CHILD 2ND 11 2 Q 13
ATT CSCS 4TH 2 17 0 19
ATT CPCS 4TH 16 61 . 0 77
CSCS 5TH 203 1564 1 1768
CPCS S5TH " 163 408 1 572
CRIM SALE MARI 2 6 2 0 8
CRIM POS MARI 2 13 11 0 24
ATT CSCS PRESCRIPTION 0 . 1 0 1
C POS WEAPON 3RD 102 106 5 213
ATT C POS WEAP 2ND 21 17 1 39
CR POS WEAP 3

sSUB1,2,3 48 62 49 114
ATT USE FIREARM2ND 1 0 0 1
SALE FIREARM 2ND ’ 2 0 (1] 2
DWI: ALC OR DRGS 3

OFF as 3 0 88
ATT CHILD PORNOGRAPHY 2 ] o 2
PROMO CHILD SEX 2 0 0 2
CRIM MISCHIEF 2ND 10 8 0 18
CRIM TRESPASS 1ST 1 0 0 1
ESCAPE 1ST 0 1 0 1
CONTRABAND 1ST 4 10 0 14
HINDER PROSEC 1ST 2 0 0 2
COERCION 1ST 3 2 0 5
AGG.CRIMINAL CONTEMPT 12 10 0 22
TAMP WITNESS 2ND 0 1 0 1
BAIL JUMPING 1ST 3 4 0 7
PERJURY 1ST 3 1 0 4
BRIBERY 3RD 0 1 0 1
CONSPIRACY 3RD 3 6 0 9
CRIM SOLI 2ND 1 0 1] 1
ATT CRIM FACIL 2ND 1 0 0 1
JO-CRIM POSS WEAP 3

SCH 1 0 0 1
TOTAL 2383 3803 65 6251

= 24 .87 40.57 35.57% 32.6Z% (continued
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TABLE
2ND FELONY OFFENDER
1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

4.1

STATUS (COLUHN PERCENTAGES)

CRIME AND CRIME CLASS

ATT CR TRESPASS1ST
ATT ESCAPE 1ST
ESCAPE 2ND
ABSCONDING 1ST
ATT CONTRABAND 1ST
HINDER PROSEC 2ND
UNLAWFUL IMPRIS 1ST
. ATT COERCION 1ST
ATT AGG.CRIM.CONTEMPT
BAIL JUMPING 2ND
TAMPERING EVIDENCE
CONTEMPT 1ST
TAMP WITNESS 3RD
ATT BAIL JUMP 1ST
ATT BRIBING WITNESS
ACCEPT COM BRIBE 1ST
INTIHIDATE WIT 3RD
ATT BRIBERY 3RD
CONSPIRACY 4TH
CRIM SOLI 3RD

FAIL DISCLOSE ORIG
REC 1ST

TOTAL

ONOOHFHOWHOOCOOWHNFOFOOWHFON CcOoOWNSIH O HHINKHY oYM

1176
12.2%

-

[ 3
FHNHPOOFNUNNESHOFHOFNEEFHDIDINN NHFVHON N ONWO

-

-

2029
21.67

20
10.9%

[

-
n =
HOFSFHFHFADINND NN NG -

™

first second persist ‘TOTAL
felony felony falony
offender |offender [offender
CLASS E FELONY
CRIM NEGLI HOMICIDE 17 10 0 27
ATT RAPE 2ND 6 4 0 10
RAPE 3RD 49 32 [}] 81
ATT ROBBERY 3RD 40 117 1 158
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 69 123 0 192
ATT RECK ENDANG1ST 2 9 0 11
VEHIC ASSAULT 2ND 7 2 0 9
MENACING 1 0 ] 1
ATT BURGLARY 3RD 60 230 0 290
ATT GRAND LAR 3RD 12 0 16
GRAND LARCEN 4TH 69 200 ' 270
COMPUTR TRESSPAS 1 [ 6 1
C POS COMPUTR MAT 0 1 0 1
WLFARE FRAUD 4TH DEG 0 1 0 1
ATT WLFARE FRAUD 3 D
FELONY 1 0 0 1
ATT UN USE VEH 1ST 0 1 0 1
UNAU USE VEHIC 2ND 4 2% 0 28
ATT GR LAR 3RD AUTO 3 15 0 .18
GR LAR 4TH AUTO 16 34 1 51
AUTO STRIPPING 2ND 1 35 0 36
ATT STOLN PROP 3RD 2 18 0 20
STOLEN PROP 4TH 39 147 2 188
FALSE BUS RCDS 1ST 1 ] 0 1
FALSE INSTRUMENT 3 0 0 3
CRIM IMPERSONATION 2 6 0 8
DEFRAUD 1ST 4 12 0 16
INSUR FRAUD 4TH [ 1 (] 1
ILLEGAL PROFESSION 1 ] 0 1
HISUSE FOOD STAMPS 0 1 0 1
ATT FORGERY 2ND 6 40 1 47
ATT POS FORGE 2ND 13 31 0 44
ILL VEHIC PLATE 0 1 0 1
ARSON 4TH 8 3 0 11
ATT PRO PROST 3RD 1 0 0 1
ATT SODGMY 2ND 2 0 0 2
SOBOMY 3RD 17 6 0 23
ATT SEX ABUSE 1ST 23 17 0 40
INCEST 4 1 0 5
ATT SEX CONDUCT CHILD
2ND 0 1 0 1
ATT CSCS 5TH 22 345 0 367
ATT CPCS S5TH 26 167 0 193
ATT CR POS MARI2 4 0 5
CRIM SALE MARI 3 4 0 13
CRIM POS MARI 3 9 0 14
ATT C POS WEAP 3RD 3 115 11 156
ATT MFG TRANS WEAP 0 0 1
ATT CR POS WEAP 3
SUB1-3 51 2 60
UNLAW BODY VEST 0 1
SALE FIREARM 3RD 0 5
DRIVE INTOX 2 OFF 43 1 442
2306 0 1
POS OBS SEX PERF BY ’
CHILD [ 3
POS SEX PERF CHILD E
FELON 0 3
DRIVE IMPAIR 2 OFF 0 4
LEAVE ACCIDENT SCENE 0 6
UNLICENSED DRIVER 4 0 51
FALSE REPORT 1ST 0 1
CRIM NUISANCE 1 0 2
AGG HAR: EMPEE BY
INMATE 0 4
POS GAMBLING RECDS 0 2
ATT CR MISCHIEF2ND 0 5
CRIM MISCHIEF 3RD 1 1 g 27
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

-
oW
« N
1

(continued
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. TABLE 4.1 )
CRIME AND FELONY CRIME CLASS BY 1ST OR 2ND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS (COLUMN PERCENTAGES)
1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS ’

CRIME AND CRIME CLASS first sacond persist TOTAL
felony felony felony
offender |offender |offender
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 6 0 0 6
Y0 ATT MURDER 6 0 0 6
YO MANSLAUGHTER 1 0 0 1
YO RAPE 2 0 0 2
YO ATT RAPE 2 0 0 2
YO ROBBERY 119 0 0 119
YO ATT ROBBERY 41 0 0 41
YO ASSAULT 22 0 0 22
YO ATT ASSAULT 6 0 0 6
YO BURGLARY 65 1] [} 65
YO ATT BURGLARY 38 0 0 I8
YO GRND LARCENY 10 0 [} 10
YO ATT GRND LARCENY 1 0 0 1
YO GRND LAR AUTO 8 0 0 8
YO ATT GRND LAR AUTO 1 0 0 1
Y0 POS STOL PROP 13 0 0 13
YO0 ATT POS STOL PROP 1 0 ] 1
YO FORGERY 1 0 0 1
YO ATT FORGERY 2 0 0 2
YO ARSON 3 0 [} 3
YO ATT ARSON 1 0 0 1
YO SODOMY SEX ABUSE 7 0 0 7
YO ATT SODOMY SEX
ABUSE 2 0 0 2
YO0 DRUG OFFENSE 119 0 0 119
Y0 ATT DRUG OFFENSE 39 0 0 39
YO DANG WEAPONS 10 0 0 10
YO ATT DANG WEAPONS 2 0 0 2
YO DRIVE INTOXICATED 1 0 0 1
YO CRIM MISCHIEF 6 0 0 6
YO ATT CRIM MISCHIEF 1 0 0 1
¥.0./J.0. 21 0 0 21
TOTAL 557 0 0 557
5.8% .07 .0Z 2.9%
GRAND TOTAL 9600 9380 183 19163
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
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Table 4.1 indicates that the first felony offender group had a higher concentration
of persons sentenced for Class B (29%) felony offenses when compared with second felony
offenders (14%). The second felony group had a higher concentration of Class D (41%) and
Class E (22 %) felony offenses than did the first felony group (25% and 12%, respectively). The
B first felons and the B through E second felons include large numbers of drug offenders.
However, the B and C first felons also include many violent felony offenders, which reflects an
important fact about sentencing. The 1978 Violent Felony Offender Legislation requires a prison
sentence for convictions of a Class B or C violent felony. For many of those sentenced as a
second felony offender, it is the existence of a prior felony conviction that results in a state prison
commitment. In 1973 the legislature passed laws that required persons convicted of a second
felony offense to be sentenced to state prison.

The percent of first, second, and persistent felony offenders in each felony class
group is presented in Table 4.2. As one moves from the Class A-II category to the Class E
category the proportion of second felony offenders steadily increases. Over sixty percent of Class
E (63%) and Class D commitments (61%) were second felony offenders whereas, only 32% of .
Class B commitments were.

Crime by Felony Class and Predicate Felony Status

In recent years several proposals have been presented to the legislature which
would modify sentencing options for the judiciary. Consideration of these proposals has often led
to requests for additional information, particularly on the number of court commitments in a
calendar year that fall into subgroups defined by: (1) crime, (2) felony crime class and (3) first,
second or persistent felony offender status. These data are presented for 1999 in Table 4.3.

Trends in Commitments by Felony Class

Table 4.4 shows changes across the years 1996-1999 in first, second, and
persistent offenders and in the crime classes of each offender group. Generally, there were minor
changes across the period. Overall, second felony offenders dropped from 55% of all offenders
in 1996 to 49% in 1999. Class D second felony commitments experienced the biggest percentage
change of all second felony offenders, falling from 23% of all commitments in 1996 to 20% of
all commitments in 1999.
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TABLE 4.2
CRIME CLASS BY 1ST OR 2ND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS (ROW PERCENTAGES)
1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

COMMITMENT CRIME first second persist TOTAL
felony felony felony
offender |offender [offender
A-I FELONY 347 0 0 347
100.0% .07 .0Z 100.07%
A-IT FELONY 692 40 1 733
96 .47 5.57% 17 100.0%
CLASS B FELONY 2756 1325 45 4126
66.87 32.1% 1.1% 100.07
CLASS C FELONY 1689 2183 52 3924
43.07 55.67 1.3%Z 100.07%
CLASS D FELONY 2383 3803 65 6251
38.17% 60.87 1.0% 100.07%
CLASS E FELONY 1176 2029 20 32285
36.5% 62.97 .67 100.07%
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 557 0 0 557
100.07% .07 .0% 100.07%
TOTAL 9600 9380 183 19163
50.17 48.97 1.0z 100.0%
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4

CRIME CLASS AND SECOND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS BY YEAR
1996-1999 NEW COURT COHMITMENTS

FELONY CLASS 1996 1997 1998 1999
NUMBER |PERCENT [NUMBER |PERCENT |[NUMBER [PERCENT |NUMBER [PERCENT
FIRST FELONY
A-I  FELONY 488 | 2.3 443 | 2.1 375 | 1.9% 3¢7 | 1.8
A-II  FELONY 575 | 2.7 631 |. 3.0% 607 | 3.1% 692 | 36z
CLASS B FELONY 2820 | 13.37 | 2945 | 14.27% | 2748 | 14.1%7 | 2756 | 14.4%
CLASS C FELONY 2062 | 9.7% | 1961 | 9.4z | 1813 | 9.37 | 1689 | s8.8%
CLASS D FELONY 2086 | 9.87 | 2100 | 10.1%7 | 2016 | 10.3%z | 2383 | 12.4%
CLASS E FELONY 845 | 4.07 | 1085 | s.2% 998 | 5.17 | 1176 | "6.1%
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 506 | 2.4z 518 | 2.5% s71 | 2.9z 557 | 2.9z
TOTAL 9382 | 44.32 | 9683 | 46.6%2 | 9128 | 46.8%2 | 9600 | 50.1x
SECOND FELONY
A-II  FELONY 61 .3 106 .57 86 .47 40 .27
CLASS B FELONY 1653 | 6.97 | 1608 | 7.7z | 1431 | 7.3%7 | 13258 | 6.9z
CLASS C FELONY 2808 | 13.3% | 2452 | 11.8%7 | 2264 | 11.6% | 2183 | 11.42
CLASS D FELONY 4975 | 23.57 | 4421 | 21.37 | 4149 | 21.37 | 3803 | 19.8%
CLASS E FELONY 2259 | 10.77 | 2317 | 11.1z | 2236 | 11.52 | 2029 | 10.6x
TOTAL 11556 | 54.5% | 10904 | 52.4% | 10162 | 52.12 | 9380 | 48.92
PERSIST FELONY '
A-II  FELONY 1 .07 2 .07 1 .07 1 .07
CLASS B FELONY 61 L37 63 .37 50 .37 45 .27
CLASS C FELONY 85 47 65 3% 60 37 52 .37
CLASS D FELONY a5 47 62 37 76 4% 65 37
CLASS E FELONY 22 RV 22 7 19 7 20 7
TOTAL 256 | 1.27 216 | 1.07 206 | 1.1% 183 | 1.07
GRAND TOTAL 21192 [100.0% | 20801 {100.0% | 19496 [100.0% | 19163 |100.0x
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Section 5
MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM SENTENCE

Persons committed to prison in New York State in 1999 received a sentence based
on either (1) the penal law in effect up to October 1, 1995 (2) the penal laws in effect for violent
crimes committed on or after October 1, 1995 (Sentencing Reform Act of 1995), or (3) Jenna’s
Law, effective October 1, 1998. This section contains a brief summary of the sentencing structure

for felons committed to state prison and how this structure was modified by the Sentencing
Reform Act of 1995 and Jenna’s Law in 1998.

Sentencing Law for Non-Violent Felons, Class A-1 Felons and Old Law Violent Felons

Non-violent felons, class A-1 felons, persistent felony offenders, and violent felony
offenders whose commitment crime occurred before October 1, 1995, are committed to state
prison with an indeterminate sentence. An indeterminate sentence is composed of a minimum
period of imprisonment and a maximum period of imprisonment. The minimum sentence reflects
the shortest period of time that a person must serve in prison before being considered for release
on parole.? The maximum sentence reflects the longest possible period that the defendant can be
held in custody on the instant offense. Individuals serving an indeterminate sentence are eligible
for release to parole after having served the minimum sentence (given favorable action by the
Board of Parole) and they must by law be released once the conditional release date is reached (the
conditional release date is the point at which 2/3 of the maximum sentence has been served).?

Persons in custody may serve past the conditional release date if for disciplinary reasons they have
lost "good time" during service of the sentence.*

? Felony criminal offenses in New York are classified according (o six felony categories (Class A,B,C,D, and E felony offenses,
and Youthful Offenders). For each felony class category the legislature has enacted certain provisions which affect the length of
the minimum term of imprisonment and which determine the range of maximum sentence available to the judge (see Article 70 New
York State Penal Law). In addition to the felony class category, the minimum period of imprisonment may differ depending on
whether the defendant is a first, second, or persistent felony offender, and, whether or not the defendant has been convicted of a
legislatively designated violent felony offense. In general, the minimum-maximum sentence range is more severe for those
defendants with a prior felony conviction and for those convicted of violent felony crimes. Article 70 of the Penal Law spells out
the different sentencing provisions that pertain to armed felony offenders; first, second or persistent felony offenders; and violent
felony offenders. Appendix A presents a brief summary of the sentences that apply to each felony class category. Certain

provisions of the Penal Code enacted by the Legislature and affecting persons sentenced for offenses committed on or after October
1, 1995 are discussed in the text of this chapter. ‘

? Since class A-1 felony offenders and Persistent Felony Offenders have a Life maximum sentence, there is no “conditional
release date” because there is no fixed date which constitutes 2/3 of a Life sentence.

*Good time refers to days deducted from the maximum sentence for inmates who maintain a satisfactory disciplinary record
while under custody. In 1997 the Legislature authorized “merit time” which permits one-seventh of the minimum sentence to be

subtracted for certain offenders not committed for sex offenses. (See “Merit Time Program Summary October 1997 - December
1999,” NY DOCS Research Report, May 2000.)
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Figure §
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
A NEW COMMITMENTS - 1999
MINIMUM SENTENCE
NEW COMMITMENTS

6,000 -

s0004Y e /T

4,000 1’

3,000 4" i

2,000 1 ) i i

1,000 i ) )

0 - —L 77
12-17 18-23 24-35 36-47 48-71 72-119 120 + Life/ Death
: No Parole
MINIMUM SENTENCE IN MONTHS
MINIMUM SENTENCE
1959 NEW COMMITMENTS .
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
CRIME TYPE
VIOLENT OTHER PROPERTY YOUTHFUL
FELONY COERCIVE/ DRUG AND OTHER JUVENILE

MINIMUM SENTENCE OFFENSES . VICOLENT OFFENSES . OFFENSES OFFENDERS TOTAL PERCEN1
12 - 17 MONTHS 76 395 1,487 978 518 3,454 18.0%
18 - 23 MONTHS 568 383 726 907 21 2,605 13.6%
24 - 35 MONTHS 946 485 2,662 909 33 5,035 26.3%
36 - 47 MONTHS 829 149 2,021 242 15 3,256 17.0%
48 - 71 MONTHS 1,040 9Q 1,133 57 3 2,323 12.1%
72 - 119 MONTHS 938 31 401 17 6 1,393 7.3%
120 + 943 22 91 13 0 1.069 5.6%
LIFE/NO PAROLE 25 0 0 0 0 25 0.1%
DEATH 4 0 0 0 0 4 0.0%
TOTAL COMMITMENTS 5,369 1,555 8,521 3,123 596 19,164 100.0%
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First Violent Felons

Violent felony crimes committed after October 1, 1995 but prior to September 1,
1998, are governed by the 1995 Sentencing Reform Act. This act served to increase sentences
for violent felons and to deny early parole release to repeat violent offenders. For first felony
offenders sentenced to state prison for a violent felony crime committed after October 1, 1995 and
prior to September 1, 1998, the judge must in most cases set the minimum period of imprisonment
at one-half the maximum sentence. For first violent felons where date of crime was prior to
October 1, 1995, the minimum term was one-third the maximum sentence. While the allowable
maximum sentence was not changed, for class B first violent felons the minimum sentence range
was increased from 2 years to 8 1/3 years under the law prior to October of 1995, to 3 years to
12 2 years under the 1995 Act (see Appendix A, sentences to prison for First Felony-Offense).
For first felony offenders sentenced to state prison for other felony offenses (i.e. all offenses not
designated as a violent felony) the judge must fix the minimum period of imprisonment at some
point between one-year and one-third the maximum term. For non-violent second felony
offenders committed to state prison the judge must set the minimum period of imprisonment at
one-half the maximum sentence.

Effective September 1, 1998, the New York State Legislature extended determinate
sentencing to persons convicted of a first violent felony crime. As with second violent felons
convicted after October 1, 1995, first violent felons will receive a maximum term fixed by the
judge at sentencing. First violent felons will no longer be eligible for release by the Board of
Parole. They must serve at least 6/7ths of a fixed maximum term. They are eligible to earn good
time credit for up to 1/7 of the determinate sentence for good behavior (see Appendix A).

Second Violent Felons

Under the law prior to October 1, 1995, a second felony offender convicted of a
legislatively designated violent felony crime was required to serve one-half of the maximum
sentence. Under the 1995 Sentencing Reform Act, a second violent felony offender must receive
a determinate sentence. That is, where the crime commission date is after October 1, 1995, second
violent felons will receive a maximum term that is fixed by the judge at a specific number. For
each felony class category there is a range in which the judge may select a fixed sentence (for a
class B second violent felony this range is 10 to 25 years). Since the sentence is determinate (i.e.
fixed at a specified number), the law eliminates eligibility for early release on parole supervision.
This differs from an indeterminate sentence where there is a specified minimum and maximum
sentence and the inmate is eligible for release on parole supervision after serving the minimum
term. Further, with a determinate sentence the inmate is entitled to earn good time credit up to
1/7 of the determinate term; under the old law (Correction Law Section 803), the inmate was
entitled to earn good time credits up to 1/3 of the maximum sentence. The minimum term of

imprisonment for these determinate sentence cases is computed to be six-sevenths of the
determinate sentence.

The sentence range for second felony offenders who have committed a violent
felony is more severe for offenders where both the instant offense and the prior offense are
legislatively designated violent felony crimes than is the case for offenders where the instant
offense is a violent felony but the predicate offense was a non-violent felony. These differences
are reflected in Appendix A; Sentences to Prison for Second Felony Offense.
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Persistent Felons

For those offenders who have committed three designated violent felony offenses
(within a statutory period), the 1995 Sentencing Reform Act doubled the minimum period of
incarceration. For example, the minimum sentence range for a class B persistent violent felony
under the law prior to the 1995 Act was 10-25 years, after the 1995 Sentencing Act the range is
20-25 years (see Appendix A; Sentences to Prison for Persistent Felony Offense).

A crosstabulation of crime by minimum sentence length for 1999 commitments is
presented in Table 5.1. The table shows the number and percent of cases in each minimum
sentence length category for several different types of crime. (Also see Figure 5).



TABLE 5.1 CRIME DY MINIMUM SENTENCE;

1999 NEW COURT COMMITHENTS

COMHITMENT CRIME 12-17 18-23 24-3§ 36-47 48-71 72-119 120 LIFE, NO DEATH ToT.
AL
HONTHS | MONTHS MONTHS | MONTHS MONTHS | HONTHS HONTHS PARGLE PENALTY
VIOLENT FELONY
MURDER [] 0 0 0 0 0 251 25 4 2
S 5 80
.07 N Y3 0% .0z .07 .0z 89.6% 3.9% 1.42 100.0%
ATTEMPTED HKURDER [] [ 1 26 31 54 59 []
b . » ] 169
0% .07 67 16.27 18.3% 32.0% 34.92 .0% 0% 100.0%
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 1 [} 2 5 15 7 85 0
b b b > ] 179
6% .07 1.1% 2.8% 8.4 39.7% 47.8% 0% .07 100.0%
RAPE 1ST ] [] 7 25 33 46 50 [
b g 66
.o .07 4.2% 15.1% 22.9% 27.7% 30.17% .07 .07 100}01
ROBBERY 1ST [] 2 &5 201 208 249 185 [} []
7 2 5 b 910
%3 2% 7.1% 22.1% 22.9% 27.4% 20.37% .0% RT4 100.07
ROBBERY 2ND 12 202 239 146 199 123 S0 []
< 9 [] 971
1.2% 20.8% 26.6% 15.0% 20.5% 12.7% 5.1% .07 N .Y3 100.0%
ASSAULT 1ST 1 3 35 66 77 80 61 0
> 2 b [} 3
3% .97 10.8% 20.47% 23.8% 24.87% 18.9% N3 .07 1no.§§
ASSAULT 2KND 9 107 166 69 78 28 1% []
0 471
1.9% 22.7% 35.2% 14.6% 16.6% 5.9% 3.02 .07 .oz 100.0%
BURGLARY 1ST 0 [ 5 29 33 38 32 °
¢ g X ] 8
.07 RS 4.3% 21.0% 23.9% 27.5% 23.2% .0 .0% 1oofiz
BURGLARY 2ND 17 79 191 102 180 12§ 59 ] [
{ 753
2.3% 10.5% 25.4% 13.8% 23.9% 16.6% 7.8% .07 .0z 100.0%
ARSON  1ST,2ND [ ° 2 1 8 10 o o o
v ” £ ] g 35
0% .07 5.7% 31.47% 22.9% 28.6% 11.4% 0% .0% 100.0%
sepony 1ST [] [ 5 17 28 36 46 0
b b 0
0% .0 3.87 12.9% 2a1.2z 27.3% 34.87 0% .0 100?35
SEX.AB-15T,Ag.2 12 60 70 48 46 28 7 [] [] 268
4.5% 22.47 26.17% 17.9% 17.2% 9.3% 2.67 .0z .07 100.0%
WEAPGNS OFFENSES 26 11 155 82 9 42 20 0 0 5.
p S 9
%.5% 21.7% 29.3% 15.5% 17.2% 7.92 3.8 0% 0% xno.gz
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 0 0 2 o 8 11 13 0 ° .
.0z .07 5.3% 10.5% 21.1% 28.9% 34.2% .0 .0 100.07%
CONSPIRACY 1ST [] [ ° 0 ° ° 6 ° ol
b b g 6
.07 .07 .0¥ .o .oz 0% 100.0% .0% 0% 100.0%
OTHER VIGLENT
FELONIES (] ] [ [ [} [] 1 [] [] 1
.07 .07 0% .0% N3 0% 100.0% 0% .07 100.0%
SUBTOTAL 76 568 946 829 1040 938 943 25 4 5369
1.4% 10.6% 17.62 15.4% 19.4% 17.5% 17.6% 5% B Y3 100.0%
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 5 4 15 10 27 3 b [ [] 73
. 6.8% 5.5% 20.5% 13.7% 37.0% 8.2% 8.2z .02 K3 100.0%
OTHER HOMICIDE 19 11 13 [) 2 [ Q [] [] 45
42.2% 24.47 28.97% 0% 4.7 .07 .07 .07 0% 100.0%
ROBBERY 3RD 107 109 182 59 12 3 4 ] [ 476
22.5% 22.9% 38.2% 12.47% 2.5% .67 .8% 0% N3 100.0%
ATT ASSAULT 2ND .56 102 29 o ] 1 ] 9 [ 192
29.2% 53.1% 15.1% 2.7 .04 .57 .o 0% .oz 100.0%
CONSPIRACY 2,3,4 18 18 40 21 30 8 s L] [ 140
12.92% 12.9% 28.6% 15.0% 21.4% 5.7% 3.6% 0% .0 100.0%
OTHER WEAPGNS 21 55 67 22 1 5 3 [] K 174
12.1% 31.6% 38.5% 12.6% N Y3 2.9% 1.7% .0Z 0% 100.0%
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 113 45 n 15 11 3 2 [ 0 260
43.57, 17.37 27.3% 5.8% 4.2% 1.2% .8% 0% .07 100.0%
OTHER  COERCIVE 56 39 68 18 7 5 2 ° [ 195
28.77 20.02 36.9% 9.2% 3.62 2.67 1.0% .0% .0 160.0%
SUBTOTAL 395 383 485 149 90 31 22 0 [] 1555
25.9% 26,67 31.27 9.6% 5.8% 2.0% 1.42 .0% .04 100.0%
DRUG GFFENSES
DRUG SALE 1035 494 2014 1426 841 234 54 ] ] 6098
17.0% 8.1% 33,07 23.4% 13.8% 3.8% 9% R4 .e% 100.0%
DRUG POSSESSION 452 232 648 595 292 167 37 ] [] 2423
18.77% 9.6% 26.7% 26.6% 12.1% 6.9% 1.5% .oz 0% 100.0%
SUBTOTAL 1487 726 2662 2021 1133 401 91 ] ] 8521
17.5% 8.5% 31.2% 23.7%4 13.3% 4.7% 1.1% .0% N3 100.0%
PROPERTY AND OTHER
CGFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 166 229 368 116 16 4 H [ ] 902
18.4% 25.4% 40.8% 12.9% 1.8% Loz 3% 0% .73 100.0%
GRAND  LARCENY 123 262 167 45 14 5 3 0 ] 619
19.9% 42.37% 27.0% 7.3% 2.3% .8% 5% N Y3 J0% 100.0%
FORGERY 60 79 119 4l 11 2 2 [] [ 316
19.1% 25.2% 37.9% 13.17 3.5% 6% 6% .07 oL 100.0%
STOLEN PROPERTY 39 150 84 19 3 3 2 Q [ 300
13.0% 50.07 28.0% 6.3% 1.0% 1.0% % .o .07 100.0%
DRIVE INTOXICATED @33 37 53 H [] ] 1 ] (] 534
81.1z 6.9% 10.9% K 3 0% .07 2% .0Z 0% 100.0%
ALL OTHER FELONIES 157 150 113 16 13 3 2 ] [) 454
34.6% 33.0% 26.9% 3.5% 2.92 3 Y .o% .82 100.0%
SUBTOTAL 978 907 909 262 57 17 13 [] [} 3123
31.3% 29.07% 29.1% 7.77 1.8% 5% Y3 .0z .0% ] 100.0%
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE
-
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 514 18 22 2 1 [] ] 0 ] 557
92.3% 3.2z 3.9% a, .27 0% .0% .0% N} 100.07%
JUVENILE OFFENDER ) 3 11 13 2 6 [ [} [] 39
10.37% 7.72 28.2% 33.3% 5.12 15.4% .07 0% N 73 100.0Z
SUBTOTAL 518 21 33 15 3 6 (] [] 0 596
86.9% 3.5% §.5% 2.5% N-73 1.0% .07 .0 .0% 100.0%
GRAND TOTAL 3454 2605 5035 3256 2323 1393 1069 25 o 19164
18.0% 13.6% 26.3% 17.0% 12.1% 7.3% 5.6% 1% .07 100.0%
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Average and Median Minimum Sentence by Crime

Average and median minimum sentence length according to commitment crime and first
or second felony offender status are presented in Table 5.2. In this and other tables the arithmetic average
and the median are used as measures of central tendency. The median minimum sentence was 30 months
in 1999, up 3 months from 1998. The median represents the value of the middle case (i.e. the case or
cases at the 50th percentile) in the distribution of cases and is preferred by some users because it is less
sensitive to extreme values than is the arithmetic average. Inmates with a sentence of “Life With No
Parole” are treated as a minimum term of 45 years (540 months). For death penalty cases, the minimum
is treated as missing.

The average minimum sentence for the total new court commitment population in 1999
was 44 months, up slightly from 1998. The average minimum sentence for violent felony crimes was 81
months; for other coercive crimes it was 26 months, for drug offenders 34 months; for property offenders
22 months; and for Youthful Juvenile Offenders 16 months.

The average minimum sentence was generally longer for persons sentenced as a second
or persistent felony offender when compared with those sentenced as a first felony offender. For example,
the average minimum sentence for first felons sentenced for Robbery 1st was 56 months, for second felony
offenders convicted of Robbery 1st it was 116 months, and for persistent felony offenders committed for
Robbery Ist the average was 364 months. The reader should note, however, the average minimum sentence
for second felony violent offenders is only slightly higher than that of first felony violent offenders (79
versus 75 months). However, the first felony category also includes people sentenced for the class A-1
offenses of Murder 2™, Arson 1* and Kidnapping 1. Since the Class A-1 category has the longest
sentence range, there is no enhancement in sentence length that would result from sentencing as a second
felony offender. Persons sentenced for Class A-1 felonies inflate the length of the average minimum
sentence for the first felony offender group.

Trends in Average Minimum Sentence Length

The average minimum sentence by crime and second felony offender status for each year
1996 through 1999 is presented in Table 5.3. (This table combines persistent and second felony offenders.)
The table shows that the overall average minimum sentence was constant between 1996 and 1999 for first

felons at 42 months. Amiong second felony offenders, the average minimum rose from 42 months in 1996
to 45 months in 1999.

The data in Table 5.3 show that the average minimum sentence for violent felony offenders
has increased over the last four years. Average minimum sentence for first violent felony offenders rose
from 70 months in 1996 to 75 months in 1999.

Among second felony offenders convicted of a violent felony, average minimum sentence
increased from 73 months in 1996 to 90 months in 1999. Part of this increase is due to the Sentencing
Reform Act of 1995.

The data in Table 5.3 are repeated in Table 5.4 except that the measure of central tendency
is the median.
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Minimum Sentence by Felony Class Category

Average minimum sentence by felony class category and second felony offender
status for 1998 New Court Commitments is presented in Table 5.5. These figures show that as
the felony class declines from A-I to E the average minimum sentence also declines. Generally,
within each felony class category, as one moves from first felony offender to second felony
offender to persistent felony offender, the average minimum sentence increases, as would be
expected based on the sentencing requirements found in the New York State Penal Law (see
Appendix A for a brief statement of the sentence range for each subgroup).

Table 5.6 shows the average and median minimum sentence by felony class
category and by first or second felony offender status. In general, the average minimum for class
B, C, D and E felonies has increased over the period 1996 to 1999. This is true for both first and
second felony offenders. Part of these increases are a result of enactment of the 1995 Sentencing
Reform Act, which is discussed below.

First Violent Felons - Sentencing Reform Acts of 1995 and 1998

The 1995 Sentencing Reform Act required that the minimum sentence for first
violent felons be increased from one-third of the maximum sentence to one-half of the maximum
sentence. Effective September 1, 1998, the New York State Legislature extended determinate
sentencing to persons convicted of a first violent felony crime. As with second violent felons
convicted after October 1, 1995, the first violent felons now receive a maximum term fixed by
the judge at sentencing. As a result, violent felons are no longer eligible for release by the Board
of parole. They must serve at least 6/7ths of the fixed maximum term. They are eligible to earn
good time credit for up to 1/7* of the deteérminate sentence for good behavior (see Appendix A).

In Table 5.6A, first violent felony offenders committed to State prison in 1999 are
broken into three groups: (1) those offenders where the commitment crime date was earlier than
October 1, 1995 (old law cases) and, (2) those offenders whose commitment crime date was after
October 1, 1995 (SR 95 cases) and (3) offenders whose commitment crime date was after
September 1, 1998 (Jenna’s Law). Table 5.6A shows that for specific offenses within each felony
class category, in general, the average minimum sentence for offenders sentenced under the 1995
act is longer than for those sentenced under the old law.



TABLE 5.5

AVERAGE AND HEDIAN MINIMUM SENTENCE (IN MONTHS)

BY FELONY CLASS CATEGORY AND BY 1ST OR 2ND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS; 1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS
FELONY CLASS first felony offender sacond felony offender parsist felony offender TOTAL
NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN | NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN | NUMBER JAVERAGE | MEDIAN | NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN
A-1 FELONY 347 310.5 300.0 0 . . 0 ' 347 310.5 300.0
A-II FELONY 692 55.9 48.0 40 80.3 72.0 1 36.0 36.0 733 57.2 48.0
CLASS B FELONY 2756 44.2 35.5 1325 92.5 61.0 45 330.3 260.0 4126 62.8 51.0
CLASS C FELONY 1689 32.9 30.0 2183 49.7 42.0 52 227.6 192.0 3926 44.8 36.0
CLASS D FELOMY 2383 23.3 21.0 3803 31.3 30.0 65 154.6 144.0 6251 29.5 26.0
CLASS E FELOH: 1176 15.2 12.0 2029 20.1 18.0 20 82.9 60.0 3225 18.7 18.0
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 557 14.5 12.0 0 . . 0 . . 557 14.5 12.90
TOTAL 92600 %2.1 24.0 9380 %2.0 30.0 183 210.1 180.0 19163 43.7 30.0
TABLE 5.6 AVERAGE MINMUM SENTENCE (IN MONTHS) BY FELONY CRIME CLASS
AND BY FIRST OR SECOND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS; 1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS
1996 1997 1998 1999
NUMBER |AVERAGE |MEDIAN |NUMBER |AVERAGE |[MEDIAN |NUMBER |AVERAGE [MEDIAN |NUMBER AVERAGE |MEDIAN
first felony
of fander
A-I FELONY 488 | 790.7 | 270.0 443 | 303.5°| 300.0 375 304.9 300.0 347 310.5 | 300.0
A-1I FELONY 575 52.0 42.0 631 51.7 42.0 607 55.7 48.0 692 55.9 48.0
CLASS B FELONY 2820 36.5 2.0 2945 39.0 26.0 2748 41.2 30.0 2756 49.2 35.5
CLASS C FELONY 2062 26.3 24.0 1961 28.9 27.0 1813 29.5 27.0 1689 32.9 30.0
CLASS D FELONY 2086 19.6 18.0 2100 21.3 18.0 2016 21.2 18.0 2383 23.3 21.0
CLASS E FELONY 845 14.4 12.0 1085 14.9 12.0 998 14.9 12.0 1176 15.2 12.0
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 506 14.0 12.0 518 13.8 12.0 571 16.1 12.0 557 14.5 12.0
TOTAL 9382 41.5 26.0 9683 42.0 24.0 9128 41.7 24.0 9600 42.1 26.0
second felony :
of fender
A-II1 FELONY 62 86.8 84.0 108 82.9 72.0 85 79.8 72.0 41 79.2 72.0
CLASS B FELONY 1514 91.6 66.0 1671 96.2 60.0 1481 96.9 60.0 1370 100.3 66.0
CLASS C FELONY 2893 99.2 36.0 2517 53.5 42.0 2324 54.7 42.0 2235 53.8 42.0
CLASS D FELONY 5060 31.3 30.0 4483 32.3 30.0 4225 33.4 30.0 3868 33.4 30.0
CLASS E FELONY 2281 20.1 18.0 2339 20.3 18.0 2253 20.4 18.0 2049 20.7 18.0
TOTAL 11810 4l.5 30.0 11118 44.7 30.0 10368 44.8 30.0 9563 45.2 31.0
GRAND TOTAL 21192 41.5 27.0 20801 43.4 27.0 19496 43.3 27.0 | 19163 43.7 30.0
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TABLE 5.6A
AVERAGE MINIMUM SENTENCE (IN MONTHS) BY FELONY CLASS
CATEGORY, BY CRIME, AND BY NEW LAW STATUS;(1ST VIOLENT FELONY CASES ONLY};

FELONY CLASS OLD LAW 1995 LAW 1998 LAW(JENNA) TOTAL
NUMBER |AVERAGE | NUMBER |AVERAGE NUMBER |AVERAGE NUMBER |AVERAGE
CLASS B FELONY
ATT MURDER 2ND 5 99.2 75 80.4 28 |- 81.9 108 8l1.7
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 14 | ~ 83.4 91 116.2 22 132.5 127 115.4
RAPE 1ST 3 58.7 49 87.8 25 98.8 77 90.2
ROBBERY 1ST 13 49.4 251 61.9 120 69.1 384 63.7
ASSAULT 1ST B FELONY 0 . 88 70.5 50 84.7 138 75.7
GANG ASSAULT 1ST 0 . 3 80.0 1 103.0 4 85.8
BURGLARY 1ST 1 26.0 51 69.5 17 90.8 69 74.1
ARSON 2ND 1 42.0 12 53.5 3 51.0 16 52.3
sopoMY 1ST 11 91.3 38 116.7 27 95.0 76 105.3
AG SEX ABUSE 1ST 0 . 0 . 2 77.0 2 77.0
SEX CONDUCT CHILD 1ST 0 . 149 70.3 6 87.2 20 75.3
C POS WEAPON 1ST 0 . 0 .. 1 257.0 1 257.0
USE FIREAMS 1ST 0 . 3 108.0 0 . 3 108.0
KIDNAPPING 2ND 2 100.0 5 81.6 8 86.0 15 86.4
INTIMIDATE WIT 1ST 0 . 1 120.0 0 . 1 120.0
TOTAL 50 75.0 681 78.3 310 84.5 1041 80.0
CLASS C FELONY !
ATT MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 1 12.0 4 59.3 0 . 5 49.8
ATT RAPE 1ST 2 32.0 12 49.3 14 49.2 28 48.0
ATT ROBBERY 1ST 1 18.0 84 32.7 87 46.9 172 39.8
ROBBERY 2ND 3 27.0 109 40.3 110 49.4 222 44.6
ATT ASSAULT 1ST B FELONY 1 12.0 44 37.2 37 42.9 82 39.5
ASSAULT 1ST 2 ~18.0 5 82.8 0 . 7 64.3
ATT GANG ASSAULT 1ST 0 . 1 30.0 0 . 1 30.0
GANG ASSAULT 2ND 0 . 3 34.0 1 61.0 4 35.8
ASLT POLICE/FIRE/EMT 0 0 . 1 36.0 1 36.0
ATT BURGLARY 1ST 0 . 7 33.9 14 40.4 21 38.2
BURGLARY 2ND - 4 36.0 91 37.7 88 50.0 183 43.6
ATT ARSON 2ND 0 . 4 33.8 3 %1.0 7 36.9
ATT SODOMY 1ST 1 27.0 9 40.7 10 54.4 20 46.8
AG SEX ABUSE 2ND 0 . 3 68.0 0 . 3 68.0
C POS WEAPON 2ND 2 25.0 a3 44.6 24 56.0 69 48.0
SALE FIREARM 1ST 0 . 1 36.0 0 . 1 36.0
ATT KIDNAPPING 2ND 0 4 36.0 3 42.7 7 38.9
TOTAL 17 26.1 424 39.2 392 48.4 833 43.3
CLASS D FELONY
ATT ROBBERY 2ND 17 15.5 125 23.0 201 25.8 343 26,2
ATT ASSAULT 1ST 0 . 1 18.0 0 . 1 18.0
ASSAULT 2ND 16 19.6 143 25.6 113 32.3 272 28.0
ATT GANG ASSAULT 2ND 0 . 0 . 1 21.0 1 21.0
ATT ASLT POLICE/FIRE/EMT 0 . 1 18.0 0 . 1 18.0
ATT BURGLARY 2ND 20 14.6 64 23.2 81 27.8 165 24.4
SEXUAL ABUSE 1ST 28 26.0 98 27.5 494 35.6 170 29.4
SEX CONDUCT CHILD 2ND 0 . 9 46.7 2 31.0 11 43.8
C .POS WEAPON 3RD 10 12.8 48 27.8 44 28.3 102 26.5
ATT C POS WEAP 2ND 0 . 10 21.6 11 25.5 21 23.7
ATT USE FIREARM2ND 0 0 . 1 31.0 1 31.0
SALE FIREARM 2ND ] 2 36.0 0 . 2 36.0
TOTAL 91 19.0 501 25.5 498 28.7 1090 26.4
CLASS E FELONY
ATT C POS WEAP 3RD 1 16.0 4 21.0 25 19.1 30 19.2
TOTAL 1 16.0 4 21.0 25 19.1 30 19.2
GRAND TOTAL 159 37.3 1610 51.5 1225 48.9 2994 49.7
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1995 Sentencing Reform Act - Determinate Sentences for Second Violent Felons

Under the 1995 Sentencing Reform Act second felony offenders convicted of a
violent felony must receive a determinate sentence fixed by the judge. The inmate can earn good
time credit for up to 1/7 of the determinate sentence. Under the prior law, second violent felons
were required to serve a minimum term set at one-half the maximum sentence. Table 5.6B shows
the average minimum sentence for second felony offenders convicted of a violent felony under the
new law (commitment crime after October 1, 1995). For example, among second violent felons
convicted of Robbery 1st, the average minimum term for new law cases was 138 months. Old
law cases of Robbery 1% received 99 months on average.

For class B second violent felons (new law cases), the average minimum term was
151 months. (See Table 5.6B). For Class C second violent felons, the average minimum term
was 78 months, and for class D second violent felons the average minimum term was 45 months.

Sentence length increases due to the 1995 Sentencing Reform Act account, in part,
for the overall increase in average minimum sentence length for violent felons committed in 1999
compared with violent felons committed in earlier years. These shifts are seen in table 5.7 below.

Trends in Average Minimum Sentence by Violent and Second Felony Offender Status

In Table 5.7 the data are broken out by felony class category, violent or nonviolent
offense, and first or second felony offender status. Numerous increases in the average minimum
sentences occurred from 1996 to 1999.

Among first violent felony offenders convicted of class B, C, D or E felonies, the
average minimum sentence increased between 1996 and 1999. For example, among class B first
violent felons, the average minimum was 61 months in 1996 but rises to 80 months in 1999,

Among non-violent first felons there is only a slight increase in average minimum sentence for
class B, C, D and E felons.

Among second violent felons, average minimum sentence increased steadily from
73 months in 1996 to 90 months in 1999. Again, for a second felony offender convicted of a class
B violent felony, average minimum sentence increased from 134 months in 1996 to 164 months
in 1999. The largest year to year change occurs between 1996 and 1997 and results largely from
the sentence length increases in the Sentencing Reform Act of 1995.

Among non-violent second felons the average minimum sentence within each
felony class category also has remained stable over the four year period. '
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TABLE 5.6B

AVERAGE AND MEDIAN MINIMUM SENTENCE (IN MONTHS) BY FELONY CLASS
CATEGORY, BY CRIME, AND BY NEW LAW STATUS; (2ND VIOLENT FELONY CASES ONLY);
1999 NEW COURT COMHITNENTS

FELONY CLASS OLD LAW 1995 LAW TOTAL
NUMBER JAVERAGE | MEDIAN | NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN | NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN
CLASS B FELONY
ATT MURDER 2ND 7 104.6 72.0 44 161.7 141.0 51 153.9 138.0
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 11 110.2 108.0 32 154.8 149.0 43 143.4 123.0
RAPE 1ST 4 139.5 111.0 33 195.4 156.0 37 189.4 154.0
ROBBERY 1ST 11 99.3 96.0 209 138.2 123.0 220 136.3 123.0
ASSAULT 1ST B FELONY 0 . . 46 136.7 123.0 46 136.7 123.0
GANG. ASSAULT 1ST 0 . . 1 82.0 82.0 1 82.0 82.0
BURGLARY 1ST 1 48.0 48.0 35 166.6 133.0 36 163.3 130.5
ARSON . 2ND 0 . . 6 124.8 118.0 6 124.8 118.0
SODOMY 1ST 6 132.0 102.0 20 208.9 162.0 26 191.2 154.0
AG SEX ABUSE 1ST 0 . . 1 154.0 156.0 1 154.0 154.0
SEX CONDUCT CHILD 1ST 1 60.0 60.0 2 113.0 113.0 3 95.3 103.0
USE FIREAMS 1ST 1 96.0 96.0 2 144.0 144.0 3 128.0 96.0
KIDNAPPING 2ND 1 48.0 48.0 4 140.8 128.0 5| 122.2 102.0
TOTAL 43 107.9 96.0 435 151.2 123.0 478 147.3 123.0
CLASS C FELONY '
ATT MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 1 36.0 36.0 2 64.0 64.0 3 54.7 56.0
ATT.RAPE 1ST 2 28.5 28.5 18 98.9 72.0 20 91.8 72.0
ATT ROBBERY 1ST 3 60.0 60.0 100 71.4 72.0 103 71.1 72.0
ROBBERY 2ND 2 135.0 135.0 157 80.0 72.0 159 80.7 72.0
ATT ASSAULT 1ST B FELONY 1 90.0 90.0 27 75.0 72.0 28 75.6 72.0
ASSAULT 1ST 0 . . 6 78.5 82.0 6 78.5 82.0
ATT AG ASSAULT POLICE 0 . 3 85.7 72.0 3 85.7 72.0
ATT BURGLARY 1ST 0 . . 9 77 .4 82.0 9 77.4 82.0
BURGLARY 2ND 4 48.0 48.0 189 76.2 72.0 193 75.6 72.0
ATT ARSON 2ND 0 . . 5 63.6 72.0 5 63.6 72.0
ATT SODOMY 1ST 4 52.5 51.0 3 99.3 93.0 7 72.6 60.0
AG SEX ABUSE 2ND 0 . . 1 103.0 103.0 1 103.0 103.0
ATT SEX CONDUCT CHILD
18T [} . . 1 51.0 51.0 1 51.0 51.0
C POS WEAPON 2ND [ 79.2 90.0 33 81.5 72.0 38 81.2 72.0
ATT KIDNAPPING 2ND 0 . . 4 87.3 77.0 4 87.3 77.0
TOTAL 22 65.0 57.0 558 77.5 72.0 580 77.1 72.0
CLASS D FELONY
ATT ROBBERY 2ND 2 45.0 45.0 216 43.4 41.0 218 43.4 41.0
ATT ASSAULT 1ST 0 . . 1 62.0 62.0 1 62.0 62.0
ASSAULT 2ND 8 28.5 26.0 172 48,2 51.0 180 47.3 51.0
ATT GANG ASSAULT 2ND 0 . . 1 31.0 31.0 1 31.0 31.0
ATT ASLT POLICE/FIRE/EMT 0 . 1 41.0 41.0 1 41.0 41.0
ATT BURGLARY 2ND- 3 29.0 30.0 168 41.5 41.0 171 41.3 41.0
SEXUAL ABUSE 1ST 7 28.3 30.0 45 54.9 51.0 52 51.3 51.0
ATT AG SEX ABU 2ND ] . . 1 51.0 51.0 1 51.0 51.0
SEX CONDUCT CHILD 2ND 1 18.0 18.0 1 51.0 51.0 2 34.5 34.5
C PGS WEAPON 3RD 6 33.0 27.0 100 45.6 51.0 106 44.8 51.0
ATT C POS WEAP 2ND 0 . . 17 41.3 | © 41.0 17 41.3 41.0
TOTAL 27 30.3 30.0 - 723 45.1 41.0 750 44.5 41.0
CLASS E FELONY
NDUCT CHILD
ATT SEX co 0 . . . 1 21.0 21.0 1 21.0 21.0
ATT c POS WEAP 3RD 5 20.4 18.0 110 28.4 30.0 115 28.0 30.0
TOTAL 5 20.4 18.0 111 28.3 30.0 116 28.0 30.0
GRAND TOTAL 97 72.1 56.0 1827 79.2 61.0 192¢ 78.9 61.0




TABLE §.7 AVERAGE MINIMUM
AND BY FIRST OR SECOND
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SENTENCE (IN MONTHS) BY FELONY CLASS,
FELONY OFFENDER STATUS;

VIOLENT FELONY STATUS,
1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

1996 1997 1998 1999
NUMBER |AVERAGE [MEDIAN |NUMBER |AVERAGE |[MEDIAN |NUMBER |AVERAGE HMEDIAN |NUMBER |AVERAGE |MEDIAN
*IRST FELONY
VIOLENT FELONY
A-1 FELONY 395 323.3 300.0 381 328.4 300.0 322 323.5 300.0 299 326.8 300.0
CLASS B FELONY 1081 61.5 48.0 1125 67.3 54.0 1024 73.0 54.0 1041 80.0 60.0
CLASS C FELONY 1023 .0 27.0 894 37.8 30.0 853 38.3 30.0 833 43.3 36.0
CLASS D FELONY 999 19.8 18.0 965 22.5 18.0 924 23.0 18.0 1099 26.4 21.0
CLASS E FELONY 13 21.7 16.0 18 15.6 2.0 14 17.4 18.0 30 19.2 18.0
TOTAL 3511 70.3 30.0 3383 75.8 36.0 3137 74.2 36.0 3293 74.5 36.0
NON-VIOLENT FELONY
A-I FELONY 93 152.5 180.0 62 | 150.7 | 180.0 53 192.1 180.0 48 | 210.0 180.0
A-II FELONY 575 52.0 %2.0 631 51.7 %2.0 607 55.7 48.0 692 55.9 48.0
CLASS B FELONY 1739 21.0 12.0 1820 21.5 12.0 1724 22.4 12.0 1715 22.4 16.0
CLASS C FELONY 1039 20.6 16.0 1067 21.4 16.0 960 21.6 12.0 856 22.8 16.0
CLASS D FELONY 1087 19.4 18.0 1135 20.3 18.¢0 1092 19.7 18.0 1293 20.7 18.0
CLASS E FELONY 832 14.2 12.0 1067 14.9 12.0 984 14.9 12.0 1146 15.1 12.0
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 506 14.0 12.0 518 13.8 12.0 571 14.1 12.0 557 14.5 12.0
TOTAL 5871 24.2 16.0 6300 23.8 16.0 5991 24.6 l6.0 6307 25.2 16.0
'ECOND FELONY
VIOLENT FELONY
CLASS B FELONY 608 134.2 120.0 585 | 158.2 120.0 488 169.7 | 123.0 521 163.5 | 123.0
CLASS C FELONY 867 73.8 60.0 766 86.3 72.0 689 91.6 72.0 627 89.5 72.0
CLASS D FELONY 1046 42.9 36.0 930 48.3 42.0 917 51.9 51.0 801 51.9 51.0
CLASS E FELONY 153 24.5 24.0 le63 26.8 24.0 162 29.3 30.0 127 30.1 30.0
TOTAL 2674 72.6 51.0 2444 85.1 61.0 2256 87.9 62.0 2076 89.9 62.0
NON-VIOLENT FELONY
A-1I FELONY 62 86.8 84.0 108 82.9 72.0 85 79.8 72.0 41 79.2 72.0
CLASS B FELONY 906 63.0 54.0 1086 62.8 54.0 993 61.2 54.0 849 61.6 54.0
CLASS C FELONY 2026 38.6 36.0 1751 39.1 36.0 1635 39.2 . 36.0 1608 39.9 36.0
CLASS D FELONY 4014 28.2 26.0 3553 28.1 24.0 3308 28.2 264.0 3067 28.5 24.0
CLASS E FELONY -2128 19.8 18.0 2176 19.8 18.0 2091 19.7 18.0 1922 20.1 18.0
TOTAL 9136 32.4 30.0 8674 33.3 30.0 8112 32.8 264.0 7487 32.8 30.0
RAND TOTAL 21192 4.5 27.0 20801 43.4 27.0 19496 43.3 27.0 19163 43.7 30.0
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Maximum Sentence Length

A cross tabulation of commitment crime by maximum sentence is presented in
Table 5.8.

Persons committed for violent felony offenses were more likely (36%) to be given

~a maximum sentence of eight years (96 months) or longer when compared with drug (25%) or

property offenders (4%). Eight percent of violent felony offenders received a Life maximum
sentence (see Table 5.8). Nine percent of drug offenders received a Life maximum sentence.

Table 5.9 shows average and median maximum sentence length by crime and
second felony offender status. A Life sentence has been treated as 25 years. For commitments
with a sentence of “Life With No Parole” the maximum sentence is treated as 45 years (540
months). For death penalty cases the maximum is treated as mxssmg in tables where average and
median maximum sentence length is presented.

For 1999 new court commitments the average maximum sentence was 85 months,
the median 60 months. The average maximum sentence for a first felony offender was 94 months
(median 54 months). The average for second felony offenders was 72 months. This is somewhat
lower than the average for first felony offenders (94.2 months) because the second felony group
- had a higher concentration of the lower level Class D and E felony commitments than in the first
felony offender group (see Table 5.7).
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TABLE §.8 CRIME BY MAXIMUM SENTENCE; 1999 NEW COURT COMHITMENTS
COMHITHENT CRINE 24-35 | 36-97 | 48-59 | 60-95 [ 96-179 | 180 & + [LIFE nax | LiFe,xo | oEaTH | ToTAL
noNThs | MoNTHS | monTHS | moNTHs | wowTHs | wowtHs PAROLE
VIOLENT FELONY
HURDER 0 0 0 0 0 0 251 25 4 280
0% 0z L0X Q% +0Z 0% 89.62 8.9 1.0% 200.0%
ATTENPTED MURDER 0 0 0 o3 " 57 10 ) ° 169
0% 0z .oz 25.62 34.9% 33.7X 5.9% 0% N4 160.0Z
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 0 1 1 13 o7 116 1 o ) 179
.0z .6z .6z 7.3% | 2637 | e4.82 .64 .oz .0z | 100.0%
RAPE 1ST ] 7 “ “8 53 50 a 0 0 166
.0z 4.2% 2.0z | 2.9z | 319z | 3012 2.4% .ox .oz | 16002
ROBBERY 1ST 9 - &S 69 336 291 139 30 ) ] 919
.oz 4.9% 762 | 3.9z | 32lex | 1s.3x 3.3z Lox .oz | 100002
ROBBERY 2D 168 266 134 293 sa 17 28 o 0 971
.92 | 27.6z | 1s.az | s0.2x 9.1% 1.82 2.9% .oz .oz | 1s0.0%
ASSAULT 1ST ) 17 a1 107 100 53 s 0 ] 323
.04 5.32 | 127z | ssaz | miez | 1e.ax 1.5% .07 .0z | 100%0%
ASSAULT 2KD 55 167 8s 140 13 1 10 9 0 an
1.7z | ss.5z | 1s.0z | 20.7x 2.8% .2 2.12 .0x .0z | 100.0%
BURGLARY 1ST 9 8 7 36 54 2 ) 0 138
.oz s.5% sz | 26z | 390z | 22.82 1.0% .0x .0z | 100.02
BURGLARY 2ND a7 188 119 250 9 13 a1 o 0 753
6.2z | 2s.0z | 1s.ez.] 37z | 122 L7 5.42 .oz .0z | 100.02
ARSON 1ST,2ND L] 2 1 18 10 3 1 9 L] 35
.0x 5.77% 2.9% SL.47 28.67 8.6% 2.9% 0% 0% 100.02
SQDONY 1ST L] “ 6 25 “6 4 3 ] Q9 132
0% 3.07 a5t | 10097 | 3e.8%| 3.4z 2.3% N .0z | 100.0%
SEX.AB-15T,AQ.2 17 9 Sh 9 26 12 ] 0 ) 268
632 | 2572 200z | 33.2 9.74 4.5% .ox .o% .oz | 100.0%
WEAPONS OFFENSES 92 161 68 124 3 17 20 0 ) 516
was | sz | sz | 2602 6.6% 3.3 3.9% .o% .oz | 100 0z
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 9 1 3 a 12 7 7 0 0 38
.07 2.6% 7oz | aaaz | sien | s | 182 0% .0z | 1e0.02
CONSPIRACY 1ST. 0 o 0 0 0 0 6 9 0 6
.0z ' R 0% .0% .0z | 100.0z .0z .0z | 100.02
OTHER VIGLENT [ 1
: ] ] ] 1 L 0
FELONIES .o .oz .o ' oz | 100,02 .oz .07 .0z | 100.0z
o 936 592 1535 924 S65 “19 25 & 5356
supToTAL oer | arer maz | 28.7z | 173z | 1.sz 7.82 .57 1% | 100.0%
OTHER COERCIVE ”
: 0 s 4 16 28 19 1 o °
HANSLAUGHTER 20 .oz 6.87 s.sz | 2.9z | sean| 202 1.4% .oz .0z | 100.0%
0 10 21 1 2 1 0 ° ° as
OTHER HOMICIDE oz | 2| «eFz| 2.ax 4.4z 2.22 .oz .o .07z | 100,02
76
0 181 149 129 13 1 3 o 0 “«
ROBBERY 3RO wor | selez | mism| 27z 2.7% .27 .87 Lox .0z | 100.0%
192
0 134 52 ] 1 0 9 2 2
ATT ASSAULT 2ND .o% 69.8% 27.1% 2.6% 5% .07 0% 0% .0z | 100,02
140
0 23 25 33 38 21 0 0 0
CONSPIRACY 2,3,4 oz | 1een | azoen | esez | 2z | sz .oz .oz .oz | 1es.0z
Q 67 59 30 | ] L] 5 1] Q9 174
OTHER WEAPONS 02| sesz| 335z | 2z 2.92 .0z 2.9¢ -0% -9z | 100.02
e 118 &5 S0 =0 7 Q L] ] 260
OTKER SEX OFFENSES .02 | «s.az | 2s.0z | 19.22 L 2.72 R 0% .0z | 1sel0z
95
6 66 46 10 6 ) 0 0 1
OTHER  COERCIVE P 33.8% 33.8% 25.6% 5.2 3.2 .0z .0z .0z | 100.0%
ol ~ asss
1 604 a1 328 17 s5 9 °
SusToTAL ax | ssex | ez | adz | 7.sz| s .2 .02 .0z | 100002
DRUG OFFENSES
6098
0 1306 1246 219 962 7 319 2 2
BRUG SALE oz | 2vez | 2e.az | selox | 1s.6% 1.2 s.2% .0% .z | 1s0.0%
2423
0 568 460 59% ns 35 @49 2 2 ;
BRUG POSSESSION x| 2stez | reloz | eaven | asoez | nex | 18.52 .o .0z | 100.0%
0 aszl
0 1874 1706 2790 1277 106 768 0 )
SuBTOTAL an | 2.0z | 20z | sax | sz | v2z | sz .0% -0z | 1090
ROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES .
2 2 ° o 96
BURGLARY 38D 0 n7 308 283 23
oz | ssaz| ssex | es.z 2.87 2 .2z 0% .oz | 100.0%
L] 330 183 3. 28 8 31 9 e 19
SRAND  LARCENY .0x 53.32 29.67 u.1z %.5% 1.32 2% 0% .oz | 100.0%
° 13 103 n 13 1 2 0 o 316
FORGERY .0% 37.6% 32.8% 26.5% “.17 3% 6% 0% .0Z 100,.0%
Q 300
PERTY [ 173 83 36 7 1 2 9 ¢
STOLEN  PROPE .0% 57.7% 27.7% 11.32 2.3% 3% 77 .0 .0% | 100.02
0 0 53
ATED 0 312 156 58 7 0 1 [
DRIVE INTOXICATE .0% 58.42 29.2% 10.9% 1.3% .az% 2% 0% .07 | 100.0%
0 454
FELONIES 0 256 130 43 21 < [ 0
ALL OTHER FEL 0% | se.ex | 286z 9.5% 6.62 -9 -0% -0z -0z | 1e0.0x
L] 1806 960 534 9 16 .5 Q9 o 3128
sustaTaL oz | esi2z | semz | 17 3.2z .5z 32 .0z .0z | 100.0z
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE
0 0 557
CFFENDER 1 319 219 10 s 0 0
YouTHFGL 2| stm | 393 1.82 1.02 ' .07 .0z .0z | 1e0.0z
SUVENT ° 0 39
FFENDER 0 2 5 u 1e 2 s
Le o .0z 5.7 | 12.87| 2822 | s35.9% 5.z | 12.82 .0z .07 | 100.0%
s96
1 321 226 21 22 2 s L] L]
susTOTAL 2| ssz | s7eer 3.5% 3.7 3% .8% .oz 0% | 100.0%
4| 19181
358 5241 3923 5208 2439 764 1209 25
GRAD TOTAL 1.92 27.42 20.5% 27.2% 12.72 3.9% 6.3% . 1X .0X | 180.0%
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CRIME BY NAXIMUM SENTENCE{COL. PCTS.)

1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

CORMITHENT CRIKE 26-35 36-47 | o-59 60-95
- 96-179
v | wonmre | nonthe | wenras | penira | Asc ke |LIFE MAX | LIFE.NO | DEATH ToTAL
VIOLENT FELONY
NURDER 0 0 o
! g < ) [] [ 251
.01 .o% ; 25 4
0% .0% 0% N3 20.8% | 100.0% | 100.0% 12:-?;
ATTEMPTED MURDER L] 9 L] 43 59 57 1 .
- & ]
0z -0% .0 .8% 2.4% 7.72 8% .o 0% 162
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 0 1 1 13 o7 116 ' 97
94 9
oz .0% .07 2% 1.92 | 15062 2% .07 XY et
RAPE 1ST ] 7 4 “8 83 50 4
.0% Az a7 .9z 2.22 6.7% 32 .of o8 168
ROBBERY 1ST 9 o8 &9
o o2 1.52 ‘33‘; 291 139 30 0 [} 910
RGBBERY 2ND ST Wesx | 1872 2.52 .0z .oz a.8%
145 266 134 293 88 p
1 17 28 )
40.5% s.1% 3.47 5.6% 3.62 2.3z 2.3% .0z .o% sz
ASSAULT 1ST 9 17 4l 107 10 .
0 53 s 0
.0z 3z 1.0z 2.1% 4.1 7.12 4z .0z .a% o5
ASSAULT 2ND 55 167 a5 140 13 ’
: : 1 10 )
15.4% s.21 2.2 2.7% .52 1z .82 .0z .or 25
BURGLARY 1ST ) s 7 36 .
3 2
0% “2% 2% J7% 2.2% 4.27% R4 .0: .Og %;;
BURGLARY 2ND “7 188 119 254 91
3 ; 13 o1 0
13.1% 3.6% 3,02 4.97 3.7% 1.7% 3.4 .0% .o% 35
ARSON  1ST,2ND 0 2
! .ox 0% o a3 b1 t : b g 3=
7 4% 4% A% .0% 0% 2
soooMy  1ST ) o 6 25 46
¢ S 8 3 0
.02 1z 2% 5% 1.9% 6.5% 2% .oz .o 35
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 17 9 54 90 26 1
. p 2 ] []
“.7% 1.32 1.4% 1.72 1.17 1.6% .02 R .o% Vet
WEAPONS OFFENSES 92 161 &8 124 34 17 2
o )
25.7% 3.1% 1.72 2.4% 1.6z 2.32 .92 .0x .of ot
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 0 1 3 s 12 7 7
0 0
0% N3 a7z 2% 5% 9% .62 .0z 0% 2
CONSPTRACY 1ST ) 0 0 o ° R o
) 0
.0z .0% .ox .07 .0z .0z .52 .0z .oz of
o e :
LONIES 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 °
.0z .02 .oz .oz .0z az .0z .0z Y .ok
SUBTOTAL 356 936 592 1535 924 565 419 25 o 5356
99.4% 17.9% 15.1% 29.5% 37.9% | 75.9% 36.7¢ | 100.0% | 100.0% 28.0%
OTHER COERCIVE ’
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 0 5 “ 16 28 19 1 9 9 73
.0z 2% a7 .3z 1.17 2.6% 1z .07 .04 .4z
OTHER WOMICIDE 0 10 21 11 2 1 0 ] ) 4
.o 2% .82 2% Bt a7 .07 N .o% 3
ROBBERY 3RD ) 182 149 129 13 1 3 ° [ 476
.oz 3.5% 3.8% 2.5% 5% Az 2% 0% .o% 2.52
ATT ASSAULT 2ND L] 134 82 5 1 ) [] ) [ 192
.o% 2.6% 1.32 azn 0% .0% .oz .ox K3 1.0%
CONSPIRACY 2,3,% 14 23 25 33 38 2k 9 9 L] 140
: .0z .47 .62 6% 1.6% 2.3% .0% L0% .0% 7%
OTHER WEAPONS Q 67 59 38 5 Q 5 Q ] 174
.0Z 1.3% 1.82 % 2% 0% 47 0% 0% .92
OTHER SEX OFFENSES [ 118 5 50 20 7 9 9 o 269
.0% 2.32 1.7% 1.0% .82 92 .o% .0z .0z, 1.4%
OTHER  COERCIVE 1 86 66 w6 10 6 0 ) ) 195
.32 1.32 1.7% .97 a1 .87 9% .0% .0z 1.02
SUBTOTAL 1 60% 461 328 117 55 9 Q9 9 15585
.37 11.52 1n.2% 6.3% 4.82 7.47% R 73 .6z .0% 8.12
DRUG CFFENSES
DRUG SALE o 1306 1246 219 962 n 319 0 ) 5098
.07 24.9% 31.8% a2.1% 39.4% 9.5% 26.4% .0z .0z 51.82
BRUG POSSESSION L] 568 460 596 315 35 449 ] L] 2623
0z 10.8% n.72 11,42 12,92 4.7% 37.17% .0 0% 12.7%
SUBTOTAL 9 1874 1706 2790 1277 106 768 0 0 8521
.0 35.0% 43,52 s3.6% 52.4% 14.2% 63.5% .oz .0z 44. 5%
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 0 n7 305 253 23 2 2 9 0 902
.07 6.0% 7.8% 4.9% 9% .32 2% .0% .0% “.7%
AN ARCENY 0 330 183 69 28 3 1 ] 9 619
GRAKD L 0% 6.3% «.7% 1.32 1.1% 1.7 2% .0% Lo% 3027
FORGERY 0 118 103 77 13 1 2 ) 0 310
.02 2.3 2.6% 1.52 .57 1z .27 .07 .oz 1.6%
N PROPERTY ) 173 83 30 7 1 2 0 9 300
stoLe .0z 3.3% 2.1% 7 .32 A% .21 .07 0% 1.6%
RIVE INTOXICATED ° 32 156 s8 7 o 1 ] 0 53¢
BRIVE 1 .0z 6.0% 4.0 1.2 .3z .oz 2% 0% .0z 2.82
ALL OTHER FELGNIES 9 256 130 a3 21 o 0 o 9 454
.0 4.9 3.32 .82 9% 5% 0% .07 0% 2.4%
SUBTOTAL 0 1506 960 536 99 16 s ) ° 3123
KXY 28.7% 24.5% 10.32 .17 2.2% 72 0% .oz 16.32
YOUTHFUL/JUVENTLE
THFUL OFFENDER 1 319 219 10 a o o ° ) 557
YOUTHFY .37 617 .62 2% 3% .0z N3 .07 .0% 2.9%
) s 1 16 2 5 0 ° 39
JUVENILE OFFENDER & 2 of u 14 2 " ol o8 2
1 321 224 21 22 2 5 ] 0 596
susTaTAL 3% 6.1% 5.7% .oz 9% 3% .4z .0 .0z 3.1%
358 5241 3923 5208 2439 704 1209 25 ° 19151
GRAND TOTAL 100552 | 1oi%eh | 10d.0% | 1e0.0x | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.02 ) 109.0% 100.0% | 100.0%
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Section 6

PRIOR ADULT CRIMINAL RECORD

Prior adult criminal record for 1999 new court commitments is presented in Table
6.1. Persons are coded according to their most serious contact with the criminal justice system.
Among 1999 commitments 29% had served a prior prison term and an additional 31% had served
a prior term in a local jail. Another 21% had a prior conviction which resulted in a sentence to
probation or a fine or other non-incarcerative sentencing alternative. Seven percent had prior
misdemeanor or felony arrests, but these arrests did not result in a conviction. Twelve percent
had no prior arrests (see Figure 6).

Trends in Prior Adult Criminal Record

Prior criminal history for new court commitments during the years 1996 to 1999
is shown in Table 6.2. - The percent of commitments by prior criminal record categories is largely
unchanged over the four-year period. Although numerically each category dropped. The
proportion of new commitments with a prior prison term declined about two percent in the interval
while the proportion new commitments with a prior jail term increased two percent in the same
time period.

¥ The first category shows those who have no prior felony or misdemeanor arvests. The second category contains those persons
who have prior arrests but no prior convictions (i.e. charges were dismissed or defendant was acquitted or rap sheet has no further information
on disposition of the charges). The third category contains those who have prior convictions but did not receive a sentence to jail (i.e., they
- were sentenced-to probation, fined, adjourned in contemplation of dismissal, ordered to pay restitution, or other sentencing alternatives). The
fourth category includes those who have prior convictions and who received a sentence that included a term in a local jail (including those who
may have received a sentence of jail and then probation). The last category includes those persons who have served a prior state or federal
prison term.
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Figure 6

NEW COMMITMENTS - 1999
PRIOR CRIMINAL RECORD

PRIOR JAIL, 31.0%

NO PRIOR ARREST, 12.0%

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

ARREST, NO CONVICT, 7.4%

CONVICT, NO JAIL, 21.0%

CRIME BY PRIOR ADULT CRIMINAL RECORD
1999 NEW COMMITMENTS
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

PRIOR ADULT CRIMINAL RECORD

NO PRIOR ARREST,NO CONVICTION PRIOR PRIOR
OFFENSE ON COMMITMENT ARREST CONVICTION NO JAIL JAIL PRISON TOTAL
VIOLENT FELONY 929 571 1,167 1,407 1,295 5,369
OTHER COERCIVE l 199 103 320 491 442 1,555
DRUG OFFENSES 868 489 1,723 2,776 2,865 8,521
PROPERTY OFFENSES 115 122 700 1,106 1,080 3,123
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE OFFENDER 183 134 111 164 1 593
TOTAL 2,294 1,419 4,021 5,944 5,483 19,161
PERCENT 12.0% 7.4% 21.0% 31.0% 28.6% 100.0%
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TABLE 6.1 CRIME BY PRIOR ADULT CRIMINAL RECORD; 1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

COMMITMENT CRIME NO PRIOR ARREST NO PRIOR CONVICTION, NO |PRIOR JAIL TERM| PRIOR PRISON TOTAL
CONVICTIONS JAIL TERM
NUMBER [PERCENT [NUMBER |PERCENT |NUMBER PERCENT [NUMBER |PERCENT {NUMBER |PERCENT NUMBER |PERCENT
VIOLENT FELONY
MURDER 61 21.87 29 10.4% 63 22.57 66 23.67 61 21.87 280 1100.0%
- ATTEMPTED MURDER 53 | 31.47 21 12.47 20 11.87 34 20.17% 41 26.37 169 |100.07
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 61 34.17 21 11.7% 41 22.97% 31 17.3% 25 | 14,07 179 |100.0%
RAPE 1ST 46 27.77 27 | 16.3% 31 18.7% 35 21.1% 27 | 16.3% 166 }1100.07
ROBBERY 1ST 154 | lé6.9% 99 | .10.97 203 22.37% 208 22.9% 246 | 27.0% 910 [100.0%
ROBBERY 2ND 125 12.97 111 11.47 205 21.1% 288 29.7% 242 | 24.97% 971 |100.07
ASSAULT 1ST 82 25.47 35 10.87% 79 2% .57 70 21.7% 57 17.67% 323 [100.0x
ASSAULT 2ND 67 14.27 45 9.67 110 23.47 142 30.1% 107 | 22.7% 471 |100.07
BURGLARY 1ST 29 | 21.0% 15 10.9% 36 | 26.1% 30 21.77 28 20.37% 138 |100.07
BURGLARY 2ND 46 6.17 61 8.17 150 19.9% 257 34.17 239 | 31.7% 753 1100.0%
ARSON  1ST,2ND 10 | 28.6% 1 2.9% 6 17.1% 10 28.67% 8 | 22.9% 35 [100.0%
SOBDOMY 1ST 49 | 37.1x 14 10.67 26 19.7% 20 15.27 23 | 17.4% 132 |100.0Z
SEX.AB~1ST,Ag.2 78 | 29.17 43 16.07% 63 23.5%Z 52 19.47% 32 | 11.9% 268 |100.07
WEAPONS OFFENSES 54 10.2% 45 8.57 126 23.8% 153 28.97% 151 28.57% 529 }100.0%Z
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 14 | 36.8% 1 2.6% 8 21.17% 9 23.7% 6 | 15.8% 38 |100.0%Z
OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES 0 .0Z 3 | 92.9% 0 .07 2 28.67% 2 | 28.6% 7 ]100.0%Z
SUBTOTAL 929 | 17.3% 571 10.67% 1167 21.7% 1407 26.27 1295 | 24.1% 5369 |100.0%
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 31 | 42.57 12 16.47 13 | 17.8% 10 13.7Z 7 9.6% 73 |100.0%
OTHER HOMICIDE 12 | 26.77% 6 13.37% 13 28.9%Z 11 26.4J, 6.7/ 45 1100.0%Z
ROBBERY 3RD 23 4.87 28 5.9% 77 16.2% 163 34.27 185 | 38.9% 476 [100.0%
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 8 %.2% 11 5.7Z 34 17.7% 69 35.97 70 36.5% 192 |100.0%
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 60 23.17% 16 6.27 83 31.9% 65 25.07% 36 | 13.8% 260 [100.0%
OTHER  COERCIVE 65 12.8% 30 5.9% 100 19.67% 173 34.07 141 27.7% 509 |100.0%
SUBTOTAL 199 12.8%. 103 6.67 320 20.67% 491 31.6% 442 | 28.4% 1555 |100.0%
DRUG OFFENSES
DRUG SALE 458 7.57 285 4,77 1231 20.27 2075 346,07 2049 | 33.6% 6098 1100.07%
DRUG POSSESSION 4lo 16.97 204 8.47% 492 20.37% 701 28.9%Z 616 25.47% 2423 [100.0% .
SUBTOTAL 868 10.27. 489 5.7% 1723 20.2% 2776 32.6% 2665 | 31.3z 8521 [100.0%
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 19 2.1% 38 4.2/ 156 17.37 311 34 .57 378 | 41.97 902 [100.0%
GRAND  LARCENY 52 8.47 23 3.77 122 19.77% 189 30.5% 233 | 37.6% 619 |100.0%
FORGERY 9 2.9% 13 4.17 70 22.37 108 34.47 114 | 36.3% 314 |100.07
STOLEN PROPERTY 1 .37 8 2.7 58 19.37 20 30.07 143 | 47.7% 300 [lo00.0%
DRIVE INTOXICATED 4| .7z 11 2.17% 183 34.37 249 46.67 87 | 16.3% 534 |100.0%
ALL OTHER FELONIES 30 6.67 29 6.47% 111 26.47 159 35.0% 125 27.57 454 |100.0%
SUBTOTAL 115 3.7% 122 3.97 700 22.47 11w, 35.4% 1080 | 34.67 3123 [100.0%
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 160 28.97 130 23.57% 107 19.3% 157 28.37 0 .07 554 |100.0%
JUVENILE OFFENDER 23 | 59.0% L 10.3% 4 10.3% 7 17.9% 1 2.67% 39 |100.0%
SUBTOTAL 183 30.9x 134 22.67% 111 18.77% 164 27.7% 1 27 593 |160.0%
GRAND TOTAL 2294 12.0% 1419 7.47 4021 21.0% 5944 31.0%Z 5483 | 28.67 | 19161 [100.0%
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TABLE 6.2
PRIOR ADULT CRIMINAL RECORD BY YEAR

1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

PRIOR CRIMINAL RECORD 1996 1997 1998 1999
NO PRIOR ARREST 2806 2729 2283 2294
13.2% 13.1% 11.77 12.07%

NO PRIOR CONVICTION 1600 1456 1458 1419
7.67% 7.0% 7.57% 7.47

CONVICTION NO JAIL 4196 4292 4032 4021
19.87% 20.67% 20.7% 21.0%

PRIOR JAIL TERM 6140 6057 5849 | . 5944
29.0% 29.17% 30.0% 31.0%
PRIOR PRISON TERM 6450 6269 5875 5486
30.47 30.1% 30.1% 28.67
TOTAL 21192 20803 19497 19164
100.07 100.0% 100.07% 100.07
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Section 7
DRUG COMMITMENTS

The number of drug offenders committed to state prison decreased each year
between 1996 (N=9,842) and 1999 (N=8,521) (see Table 7.1). However, the decline did not
occur in all felony class categories. Class A-II drug offenders committed to state prison rose
between 1996 (N=637) and 1999 (N=733). Class B drug commitments fell slightly from 2,472
in 1996 t0 2,413 in 1999. Class C drug offenders fell from 2,875 in 1996 to 2,273 in 1999 and
Class D drug offenders fell from 3,199 in 1996 to 2,469 in 1999. In general, drug offenders
committed to state prison in 1999 were more likely to be committed for a class A drug felony and
less likely to be committed for a Class C or Class D felony than were drug offenders received in
1996. It should be noted the 1995 Sentencing Laws called for the creation of the Willard Drug
Treatment Campus. This program provided an alternative sentencing option for second felony
class D and class E non-violent, addicted offenders. The Drug Treatment Campus opened in
September 1995. Therefore, 1999 data represent the fourth year in which judges had an option
to divert second felony offenders from prison.

Among drug commitments there has been a decrease both numerically and in the
percent that were sentenced as second felony offenders. In 1996, 64% (N =6,340) were sentenced

as second felons but by 1999, 59% (N=5,023) of drug offenders were sentenced as second felons
. (see Table 7.2).

In 1999, 84 % of the Class D and 89% of E drug commitments were sentenced as
second felony offenders, compared with 68% of Class C drug commitments and 35% of Class B
drug commitments (see Table 7.3). The lower Class D and E felony categories have a higher
concentration of second felony offenders than do the Class B and Class C groups.

All Class A-1 drug offenders are placed in the first felony group. Since the A-1
category already carries the most severe sentence (15 years to life) there is no need to provide
enhanced penalties for second offenders who commit a Class A-1 drug felony. Even though they
are sentenced as first felony offenders, Class A-1 offenders may have prior felony convictions.
Of the 41 Class A-1 drug offenders received in 1999, 36 % have a prior felony convictions.
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Figure 7

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
NEW COMMITMENTS - 1999
DRUG OFFENSES

DRUG SALES,
71.6%

FELONY CLASS BY DRUG SALE OR POSSESSION
1999 NEW COMMITMENTS

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

DRUG DRUG

FELONY CLASS SALE POSSESSION TOTAL
CLASS Al 20 21 4
CLASS Al 301 432 733
CLASS B | 1,764 649 2,413
CLASSC ' 1,837 436 2,273
CLASS D 1,796 ° 673 2,469
CLASS E 380 212 592
TOTAL 6,098 2,423 8,521

PERCENT 71.6% 28.4% 100.0%
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E 7.1

DRUG CRIMES BY FELONY CLASS CATEGORY AND YEAR RECEIVED
1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

FELONY CLASS CATEGORY 1996 1997 1998 1999
OF DRUG OFFENSE
NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT
A-1 FELONY 62 .67 55 N:YA 45 57 41 B/
A-II FELONY 637 6.57Z 739 7.57 692 7.67 733 8.6%
CLASS B FELONY 2472 25.1% 2827 28.87% 2605 28.7% 26413 28.37%
CLASS C FELONY 2875 29.27 2613 26.77% 2402 26.47 2273 26.77
CLASS D FELONY 3199 32.57% 2889 29.57 2669 29.47% 2469 29.07%
CLASS E FELONY 597 6.1% 680 6.9% 669 7.47 592 6.97
TOTAL 9842 100.07%Z 9803 100.0%Z 9082 100.07% 8521 100,07
ABLE 7.2
DRUG CRIMES BY FELONY CLASS CATEGORY,
FIRST OR SECOND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS AND YEAR RECEIVED
1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS
FELONY 'CLASS CATEGORY 1996 1997 1998 1999
NUMBER |[PERCENT NUMBER |PERCENT NUMBER |PERCENT NUMBER |PERCENT
first felony
offender
A-1 FELONY 62 YA 55 .67 45 57 4] 57
A-1X FELONY 575 5.8% 631 6.47 607 6.77% 692 8.1%
CLASS B FELONY 1587 16.1% 1753 17.97% 1625 17.97% 1577 18.5%
CLASS C FELONY 889 9.0% 907 9.3% 810 8.9% 722 8.57
CLASS D FELONY 356 3.67% 411 4.2/ 342 3.8% 403 q.77
CLASS E FELONY 33 .37 53 .57 55 .67 63 a4
TOTAL 3502 35.67 3810 38.9% 3484 38.47 3498 41.17
second felony
offender
A-1I FELONY 62 .67 108 1.1% 85 9% 41 .57
CLASS B FELONY 885 9.0% 1074 11.0Z 980 10.87% 836 9.8%
CLASS C FELONY 1986 20.2% 1706 17.47% 1592 17.57% 1551 18.27%
CLASS D FELONY 2843 28.97 2478 25.3% 2327 25.6% 2066 24.27
CLASS E FELONY 564 5.7% 627 6.4% 614 6.87 529 6.27%
TOTAL 6340 64.47 5993 61:.1%Z 5593 61.67 5023 58.97
GRAND TOTAL 9842 100.07% 9803 100.07%Z 9082 100.07 8521 100.0%Z
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Trends in Drug Commitments by Possession or Sale

Of those committed to state prison for a drug offense the large majority are
commitments for drug sale, outnumbering those for drug possession by more than 2 to 1 (see
Table 7. 4 and Figure 7)

Since 1996 the percent of drug commitments to state prison who were convicted
of drug sale declined slightly from 76% of total drug commitments in 1996 (N=7,447) to 72%
of drug commitments in 1999 (N=6,098).

Trends in Drug Commitments by Region

Drug commitments to state prison declined in New York City. (See Table 7.5,
counties that fall into each specific region are listed in Table 11.1) One pattern that was constant
over the period 1996 to 1999 was that the majority of Upstate drug commitments were first felony
offenders whereas the majority of Downstate drug commitments were second felony offenders.

Table 7.6 shows felony crime class and second felony offender status for drug
commitments over the period 1996 to 1999. In this table the five New York City counties are
shown separately.
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Trends in Drug Commitments by Gender

The proportion of drug offenders who are first felons is somewhat lower for men
than for women commitments. In 1999, 40% of men committed for a drug offense were 1 felons
compared with 46% for women.

An increase in the four year period in the percent of drug offenders who were first
felony offenders is evident among both male drug commitments (35% first felons in 1996 rising
to 40% in 1999) and female drug commitments (44 % sentenced as first felons in 1996 and 46%
in 1999) (see Table 7.7).

Drug Commitments by Race/Ethnic Status

There are important differences in commitments to prison for drug offenses
according to race/ethnic status. Among Whites committed to prison in 1999, 15% were convicted
of a drug offense, among African Americans 47% were committed for a drug offense, and among
Hispanics 58 % were committed for a drug offense (see Table 9.3).

The majority of Whites committed for drug offenses were first felony commitments
(63%) in 1999 (see Table 7.8). This is different from the pattern for Afriéan American and
Hispanic offenders where the majority of drug offenders were second felony offenders (65% and
55% respectively) (see Table 7.8).
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TABLE 7.8
DRUG CRIMES BY FELONY CLASS CATEGORY, 1ST OR 2ND FELONY OFFENDBER STATUS,
ETHNIC STATUS AND YEAR RECEIVED;

1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITHENTS

FELGNY CLASS CATEGORY 199 1997
WHITE AFRICAN AMERICAN HISPANIC WHITE AFRICAN AMERICAN HISPANIC
NUMBER IPERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT
first felony
of fender
A-I FELONY 5 .92 20 .47 37 .8% 5 .9% 14 .37 35 .8z
A-II  FELONY 43 8.77 123 2.7 392 | 8.5% 61 7.57% 120 2.5% 466 | 10.5%
CLASS B FELONY 131 | 23.8% 702 | 15.2% 737 | 16.1% 152 | 27.9% 796 | 16.8% 786 | 17.7%
CLASS C FELONY 57 | 10.3% 416 9.0 409 | 8.9z 69 | 12.7z a3 | 9.2z 390 | 8.8%
CLASS D FELONY 70 | 12.7% 198 | 4.3% 88 | 1.9z 69 | 12.7z 230 | 4.9% | o208z
S E FELONY 9 1.6 15 37 9 ‘2% 13 2.4% 30 .67 10 \2%
TOTAL 320 | 58.1% 1476 | 3182z | 1672 | 36.42 309 | 64.0% 1626 | 36.42 1798 | 40.4x
second felony
of fender
A-II _ FELONY 8 1.57 19 .4% 35 .87 5 .97 31 7% 72 | 1.z
CLASS B FELONY 22 | 4.0z 467 | 10:1% 392 | 8.8z 31 5.7% 598 | 12.7% 437 | 9.8z
CLASS C FELGNY .60 | 10.9% 956 | 20.6% 960 | 20.9% 59 | 10.8% 852 | 18.0% 780 | 17.5%
CLASS D FELGNY 103 | 18.7% 1422 | 30.77 1303 | 28.4% 61 | 1.2z 1304 | 27.6% 1097 | 26.6
CLASS E FELONY 38 6.9% 295 6.4% 227 | 4.9% 40 7.3% 38 | 6.77 268 | 6.0%
TOTAL 231 | «1.9% 3159 | 68.2% 2917 | 63.6% 196 | 36.0z 3103 | 65.6% 2654 | 59.6%
GRAND TOTAL 551 100.0% 4633 100.0% 4589 100.0% 545 100.0% 4727 100.0% 4452 100.0%
i
FELONY CLASS CATEGORY , 1998 1999
WHITE AFRICAN AMERICAN HISPANIC WHITE AFRICAN AMERICAN HISPANIC
wnBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER [PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT NUMBER |PERCENT | NUMBER |PERCENT
first  felony
of fender 7
Y Y 3/ 24 T
] .qz 16 . 25 6% 2 .67 13 .3%
A% Feony o | 887 153 | 3.3% 409 | 10.3% s4 | 10-9% Yoo | 16.7% AR
CLASS B FELONY 18 | 25.3% 7156 | 15.6% 770 | 19.4% 141 | 26.1% 740 | 16.7% 617 | 13:5%
LSS o EELONY st | 53 i 4o % 2.3 I ETRY 227 §.1% 107 3.1
CLAsE B FELoNY 13 2.87 3 7 11 3 15 2.8% 37 .8% 1 .32
8 | 45.9%
TOTAL 271 | ss.2z | 1s33 | 33.8% | 1leaz | 4l.4% 342 | 63.2% 1543 | 3¢.8%2 | 157
sacogd :alony
offender . .
, ; 12 .37 25 7L
.67, 22 60 | 1.5% 4 14 : 9.6%
AI%s o FELONY 3 | e 541 415 | 10.5% 33 | 6.1% e | %% fer |63z
CEASS © FELONY 56 | 11.6% 380 646 | 16.37 8 1120 | wee | 26072 gos | 23.2%
CLASS D FELONY 71 | 1s.2z | 1253 29 | %5 % |5 N9 | 7.2 167 | 4.8%
CLASS E FELONY 48 | 10.3% 352 209 | 5.3 - o2
TOTAL 195 | 41.8% 3048 | 66.5% 2320 | 58.6% 199 | 36.82 2892 | 65.2% 1896 | 54.6%
, . e |100.0%
GRAND TOTAL 466 |100.0% 4581 |100.0% 3962 [100.0% 541 |100.0% 4435 1100.0% 347
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Trends in Average Minimum Sentence for Drug Offenders

As the felony class category of drug commitments declined from most serious (i.e.,
Class A-l, Class A-II) to least serious (Class E) the average minimum sentence also declined (see
Table 7.9). Further, second felony offenders received longer sentences than first felony offenders
(see Table 7.10). For example, in 1999 a first felony offender convicted of a Class B drug felony
received a minimum term (on average) of 21 months, but a second felony offender convicted of
a Class B drug felony received a minimum term (on average) of 61 months. Examining the
median minimum sentence provides a similar picture. In 1999, a Class B felon convicted as a first
felony offender received a median minimum sentence of 12 months while a Class B second felony
offender received a median minimum of 54 months, unchanged since 1996. (see Table 7. 10)

With the exception of A-1 drug felonies where large increases were found, within
each specific felony class category of first felony offenders, the average minimum sentence rose
slightly across the period 1996 to 1999 (see Table 7.10). For second felony drug offenders the
minimum sentences within specific class categories remained fairly stable.

The average minimum sentence for the total group of drug offenders committed
in 1999 was 34 months. For first felony offenders it was 30 months and for second felony
offenders 36 months. That the difference in average minimum sentences between the two groups
is not greater is due to the larger number of Class D and E offenders in the second felony group
(offenders with comparatively lower minimum sentences) and the higher concentration of Class
A-I'and A-II offenders in the first felony group (who have comparatively longer sentences).



DRUG CRIMES BY AVERAGE MINIMUM SENTENCE (IN MONTHS

TABLE 7.9 '
) BY FELONY CLASS CATEGORY AND YEAR RECEIVED
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1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITHENTS

FELONY CLASS CATEGORY 1996 1997 1998 1999
NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN | NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN | NuMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN | NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN

A-I FELONY 62 | 183.5 | 180.0 s5 | 1s5.0 | 180.0 45 | 210.9 | 180.0

A-II  FELONY 637 55.4 48.0 739 56.3 48.0 692 58.6 48.0 a3 | %53 | Yeee
CLASS B FELONY 2472 35.5 24.0 2827 36.8 264.0 2605 36.3 27.0 2413 35.2 24.0
CLASS C FELONY 2875 32.2 36.0 2613 32.1 36.0 2402 32.4 36.0 2273 33.2 36.0
CLASS D FELONY 3199 26.2 24.0 2889 25.8 24.0 2669 25.9 24.0 2469 25.7 24.0
CLASS E FELONY 597 18.4 1a.0 680 18.3 18.0 669 18.4 1a.0 592 1s. 1a.0
TOTAL 9842 32.7 30.0 9303 33.1 30.0 9082 33.5 30.0 as21 33.5 30.0

TABLE 7.10
DRUG CRIMES BY AVERAGE MINIMUM SENTENCE (IN MONTHS)
BY FELONY CRIME CLASS, 1ST OR 2ND FELONY OFFENDER STATUS, AND YEAR RECEIVED
1996-1999 NEW COURT COHMITMENTS
FELONY CLASS CATEGORY 1996 1997 1998 1999
NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN | NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN | NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN | NUMBER |AVERAGE | MEDIAN
first falony
offender

A-I FELONY 62 | 183.5 | 180.0 s5 | 155.0 | 180.0 o5 | 210.9 | 180.0 41 | 231.2 | 180.0

A-II  FELONY 575 52.0 42.0 631 51.7 42.0 607 55.7 48.0 692 55.9 48.0

CLASS B FELONY 1587 20.2 12.0 1753 21.1 12.0 1625 21.8 12.0 1577 21.3 12.0

CLASS C FELONY 889 13.7 12,0 907 19.7 12.0 810 15.8 1200 722 20.5 12.0

CLASS D FELONY 356 19.6 1.0 411 20.4 24.0 342 19.6 8.0 403 20.3 20.0

CLASS E FELONY 33 14.9 16.0 53 15.6 16.0 55 16.5 16.0 &3 14.8 16.0

TOTAL 3502 27.8 18.0 3810 27.6 18.0 34864 29.4 18.0 3498 30.2 24.0
second felony

offander

A-II  FELONY 62 86.8 84.0 108 82.9 72.0 85 79.8 72.0 41 79.2 72.0

CLASS B FELONY 88s 62.9 54.0 1074 62.3 54.0 980 60.4 54.0 836 61.4 56.0

CLASS C FELONY 1986 38.3 36.0 1706 38.7 36.0 1592 38.8 36.0 1551 39.0 36.0

CLASS D FELONY 2843 27.1 24.0 2478 26.7 24.0 2327 26.8 24.0 2066 26.7 24.0

CLASS E FELONY 564 18.6 18.0 627 18.5 18.0 614 18.6 18.0 529 18.6 18.0

TOTAL 6340 35.4 30.0 5993 36.6 30.0 5598 36.0 30.0 5023 35.9 30.0
GRAND TOTAL 9842 32.7 30.0 9803 33.1 30.0 9082 33.5 30.0 8521 33.5 30.0
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Section 8

GENDER

There were significant differences in the type of commitment offenses of men and
women. In 1999, 29% of men were committed for a violent felony offense compared with only
16% of women (see Table 8.1). Men were also more slightly likely to be committed for other
coercive offenses (8% compared with 7% for women). Equal proportions were committed for
property and other offenses. On the other hand, women were considerably more likely than men
to be committed to state prison for a drug offense (58 % compared with 43% for men).

The proportion of women committed to state prison for a drug offense declined
from 68% in 1996 to 58% in 1999. Among men the percentage was virtually stationary at 45%
during the 1996-1998 period before it declined slightly to 43% in 1999.

Long Term Trend

Table 8.2 provides a historical view of the gender distribution of new
commitments. Between 1980 and 1999 the largest number of women offenders committed to state
prison were admitted in calendar year 1991 (N=2,264). In 1999 there were 1,498 women new
commitments. From 1980 to 1985 women were approximately 4% of the annual pool of court
commitments. Then following a transition period from 1986 to 1988, the proportion of women

in the annual pool jumped in 1989 to a new plateau of approximately 8%. The proportion of
women spiked to a high 0f 9.4% in 1991.
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Figure 8

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
NEW COMMITMENTS - 1999
GENDER |

FEMALES,

MALES,
92.2%

CRIME BY GENDER
1999 NEW COMMITMENTS
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

GENDER

OFFENSE ON COMMITMENT MALE FEMALE TOTAL
VIOLENT FELONY 5,132 . 237 5,369
OTHER COERCIVE 1,449 106 1,855
DRUG OFFENSES . 7,649 872 8,521
PROPERTY OFFENSES 2,880 243 3,123
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE OFFENDER 556 40 586
TOTAL , - 17,666 1,498 19,164

PERCENT 92.2% 7.8% 100.0%
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TABLE 8.1
CRIME BY SEX AND YEAR
1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITHENTS
COMMITHENT CRIME 1996 1997 1998 1999
HALE FEMALE | TovaL MALE FEMALE | ToTAL HALE FEMALE | ToTAL MALE FEMALE | ToTaL
VIOLENT FELGONY
MURDER 352 16 368 337 16 353 297 7 304 270 10 280
1.87% .97 1.72 1.8% 1.0 1.7% 1.7% 5% 1.62 1.52 7 1.8%
ATTENPTED MURDER 201 3 204 214 3 217 169 2 171 162 7
1.04 .27 1.0% 1.1% .27 1.02 R4 8 ¥3 .9% 9% 5% TSQ
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 210 14 224 213 11 224 172 17 189 161 18 79
1.17 .87% 1.1% 1.1% 2 1.1z 1.0Z 1.1% 1.0% <97 1.27% )..92
RAPE 1ST 184 1 185 188 [} 188 172 0 172 165 166
.97 1z 9% 1.0% .07 .97 1.0% 0% .97 9% .1% 9%
ROBBERY 1ST 1196 37 1233 1073 36 1109 957 32 989 335 25 910
6.1% 2.27% 4 5.6% 2.12 5.3% 5.3% 2.1% §.1% 5.0 1.72 4.7%
RGBBERY 2ND 1124 585 1179 984 49 1033 889 4“2 931 933 38 971
5.8% 3.22 5.67% 5.1% 2.92 5.0% 5.0% 2.7 %.8% 5.32 2.57% 5.12
ASSAULT 1ST 262 21 283 276 22 298 270 21 291 29 29 323
1.37 1.2% 1.3% 1.47 1.3% 1.47% 1.5% 1.4% 1.57% 1.7% 1.9% 1.7
ASSAULT 2ND 343 37 330 370 27 397 394 26 420 426 45 471
1.8% 2.2% 1.87% 1.9% 1.6% 1.9% 2.2% 1.7% 2.2z 2.4% 3.0% 2.5%
BURGLARY 1ST 129 7 136 187 9 166 120 6 126 136 2 138
W77 K4 6% .8% .57 .8z i3 K3 .67 .82 W17 3
BURGLARY 2ND 871 35 06 756 30 786 758 34 792 9 34 753
4.5% 2.0%Z “.3% %.07% 1.87% 3.8% “.27% 2.2% 4,17 4.1% 2.3% 3.9%
ARSON  1ST,2KD 45 4 “9 34 8 %2 26 7 33 30 5 35
’ 2% .2% 2% .2 5% .27 W17 5% .27 2% 3% 2%
soooMy  1ST 127 2 129 99 0 99 98 0 98 130 2 132
B £4 .17 .67 .57 .07 .57 5% .07 8. 74 R £A S ¥4 T
SE} .B-1ST,A9.2 196 3 199 199 1 200 245 4 249 262 6 268
1.07 2% 9% 1.0% 17 1.0% 1.4% .3% 1.37% 1.5% a7 1.64%
WEAPONS OFFENSES 62% 9 633 656 4 660 574 8 582 519 10 529
3.2z .57% 3.07 3.67% .27 3.2 3.2% .5% 3.02 2.9% W% 2.87
KIBNAPPING 1ST,2ND 67 6 73 50 2 52 39 3 42 33 5 38
.37 .4 .37 .37 W1z .27 .27 2% 2% .27 3% .22
OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES o [ 4 3 [] 3 4 [] “ 7 (] 7
¢ .07 .a% .07 .0% .0Z .0z .0Z .07 .o% .0% .0% .0
TOTAL 5935 250 6185 5609 218 5827 5184 209 5393 5132 237 5369
30.5% 14.67 29.2% 29.37% 13.07 28.07% 28.97 13.57% 27.77 29.1% 15.87% 28.0%
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 54 10 64 68 13 81 62 9 71 66 7 73
3 X:-Y4 .37 a7 .8% R4 37 .67 .47 &7 .57 a7
OTHER KOMICIDE 37 s 42 39 8 47 30 3 33 35 10 45
2% .37 2% 24 .5% 2% .27 .27 2% 27 T .27
RCBBERY 3RD 529 23 552 502 20 522 475 21 “96 444 32 476
2.7% 1.32 2.6% 2.6% 1.2% 2.5% 2.67% 1.4% 2.5% 2.5% 2.1% 2.5%
A AULT 2ND 161 16 155 183 19 202 181 16 197 180 12 192
TT Ass 7% .87 % 1.0% 1.1% 1.0% 1.07 1.0% 1.0% 1.0% .8% 1.0%
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 196 1 197 212 2 214 263 1 264 255 5 260
1.0% 17 9% 1.17% 3z 1.0% 1.8% A% 1.42% 1.4% .37 1.6%
OTHER  COERCIVE 451 28 479 433 20 453 427 32 459 469 40 509
2.3% 1.62 2.3% 2.3% 1.2% 2.2% 2.6% 2.1% 2.47% 2.7% 2.7% 2.7%
TOTAL 1408 81 1489 1437 82 1519 1438 82 1520 1449 106 1555
7.2% 4.77% 7.02 7.5% .97 7.3% 8.0% 5.3% 7.8% 8.2% 7.17% 8.12
DRUG SALE 6516 931 7447 6347 as2 7229 5916 781 6697 5440 6568 6098
33.47 54,47 35.1% 33.2% 52.47 364.87% 33.0% 50.67% 34.3% 30.8% 43.9% 31.8%
ORUG POSSESSION 2166 229 2395 2314 260 2574 2165 220 2385 2209 214 2423
11.1% 13.4% 11.3% 1212 15.5% 12,47 12.17% 14.37% 12.2% 12.5% 164.3% 12.6%
TOTAL 8682 1160 9842 8661 1142 9803 8081 1001 9082 7649 872 8521
4% .67 67.87% 46.47% 4%5.37 67.97% “7.1% 45.07 64 .97 46.67 43.37 58.22% 4% .57
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 994 21 1015 940 29 969 847 25 872 878 24 902
§.17 1.2% .87 4.9 1.7% %.77% 4.77 1.6% .52 5.0% 1.67 “.77
GRAND  LARCENY 607 78 685 614 83 697 580 13 653 518 101 419
3.12 4.67 3.2% 3.2% 4.97% 3.4 3.2% 4.7% 3.3% 2.9%Z 6.7% 3.2%
FORGERY 208 50 258 211 57 268 1389 69 258 250 64 314
1.1% 2.9% 1.2% 1.z 3.47 1.3% 1.1% 4.57 1.37 1.47Z %.37 1.67%
STOLEN PROPERTY 473 27 500 388 20 a8 310 12 322 284 16 300
2.47% 1.6% 2.47% 2.07% 1.22 2.0% 1.7% .8% 1.7% 1.6% 1.1z 1.6%
DBRIVE INTOXICATED 290 a 298 374 11 385 358 20 378 516 18 534
1.5% .5% 1.47 2.0% 7 1.9% 2.0% 1.32 1.9% 2.9% 1.2% 2.8%
ALL OTHER FELONIES 256 13 269 349 16 365 385 16 401 434 20 454
1.3/ .87 1.3% 1.8% 1.07% 1.82 2.1% 1.0Z L 2.7 2.58% 1.3% 2.67Z
TOTAL 2828 197 3025 2876 216 3092 2669 215 2884 2880 243 3123
14.5% 11.57 16.37 15.07 12.87 14.92 14.9% 13.9% 14.8% 16.3% 16.2% 16.3%
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 488 18 506 495 23 518 536 38 571 517 40 557
2.5% 1.12 2.4% 2.6% 1.4% 2.5% 3.0% 2.3% 2.9% 2.9% 2.7% 2.9%
JUVENILE OFFENDER 140 5 145 2 1 43 46 1 7 39 ] 39
7% .37 & 3 .27 1% .2 .32 s ¥4 2% .27 0% 2%
TOTAL 628 23 651 537 26 561 582 36 618 556 40 596
3.2% 1.3% 3.1% 2.8% 1.47 _2.7% 3.2% 2.3%Z 3.2% 3.1% 2.72 3.1%
|GRAND TOTAL 19481 1711 21192 19120 1682 20802 17954 1543 19497 17666 1498 19164
160.0% | 100.0z | 100.0% | 100.0% | r00.0x | 100.9% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 200.0z | 190.0z | 100.0% | 100.02
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TABLE 8.2

WOMEN NEW COURT COMMITMENTS 1980-1999

PERCENT OF NEW
COMMITMENT YEAR NUMBER OF WOMEN COURT COMMITMENTS
1980 284 3.6%
1981 405 3.9%
1982 377 3.6%
1983 438 3.5%
1984 523 4.3%
1985 495 4.0%
1986 721 4.8%
1987 802 5.1%
1988 1,014 5.8%
1989 1,612 7.5%
1990 1,683 7.3%
1991 2,264 9.4%
1992 1,888 7.5%
1993 1,881 7.6%
1994 1,796 7.8%
1995 1,835 8.0%
1996 1,711 8.1%
1997 1,682 8.1%
1998 1,543 7.9%
1999 1,498 7.8%
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Section 9

RACE/ETHNIC STATUS

In 1999, 18% of commitments were White, 49% were African American, and 31%
‘were Hispanic. The balance contributed 2% of the total commitments (including “not stated™)
(N=321) (see Table 9.1).

Commitment offense by ethnic status for 1999 new court commitments is shown
in Tables 9.2 and 9.3. (In these tables Native American, Asian and other ethnic groups are
categorized as "other"). Nearly identical proportions of Whites (29%) and African Americans
(30%) were committed for a violent felony crime (see Table 9.3). Compared with Whites and
African Americans, a smaller proportion of Hispanics (24 %) were committed for violent offenses.
Whites were more likely to be committed for other coercive offenses (12%) than either African
Americans (8%) or Hispanics (6%). Among Hispanics, the largest commitment crime category
was drug offenses (58%). Drug offenders also made up the largest crime category for African
Americans sentenced to state prison (47%). Whites were most often committed for property
offenses (40%).

In brief, during 1999 white offenders were primarily committed to state prison for
property offenses (40%) and violent felony offenses (29%). African American offenders were ,
primarily committed for drug offenses (47 %) and secondarily for violent felony offenses (30%).

Hispanic offenders committed to state prison in 1999 were primarily drug offenders (58%) and
about a quarter were violent felony offenders (24 %) (see Table 9.3).

Table 9.4 shows the ethnic status distribution for specific offenses with the
percentages based on each offense group. For example, among commitments for murder in 1999
(N=280), 18% were whites (N=49), 55% were African Americans (N=155), and 25% were
Hispanics (N=70). The remaining two percent (N=6) were others.
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Figure 9

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES
NEW COMMITMENTS - 1999
ETHNIC GROUP

31.0%

AFRICAN AMERICAN,
48.8%

CRIME BY ETHNIC STATUS
1999 NEW COMMITMENTS :
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONAL SERVICES

ETHNIC STATUS

AFRICAN

OFFENSE ON COMMITMENT WHI_TE AMERICAN HISPANIC OTHER TOTAL :
VIOLENT FELONY 1,018 2,799 1,411 141 5,369
OTHER COERCIVE 426 726 372 N 1,555
DRUG OFFENSES 541 4,435 3,474 71 8,521
PROPERTY OFFENSES 1,424 1,103 529 67 3,123
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE OFFENDER 130 296 159 1 596
TOTAL 3,539 9,359 5,945 321 19,164
PERCENT 18.5% 48.8% 31.0% 1 .'1'.% 100.0%




TABLE 9.1

~74=

ETHNIC STATUS BY SEX
1999 NEW COURT COMMITHENTS

ETHNIC STATUS INMATE GENDER TOTAL
MALE FEMALE

WHITE 3249 290 3539

18.47% 19.4% 18.57%

BLACK 8593 766 9359

48.67% 51.1% 48.8%

HISPANIC 5510 435 5945

31.2% 29.0% 31.0%

OTHER 314 7 321

1.8% .5% 1.7%

TOTAL 17666 1498 19164

100.0% | 100.0%z | 100.0%
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TABLE 9.2 CRIME BY ETHNIC STATUS;

1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

COHMMITMENT CRIME

WHITE BLACK |HISPANIC OTHER TOTAL

VIOLENT FELONY
MURDER 49 155 70 6 280
1.4% 1.7% 1.2% 1.9% 1.5%
ATTEMPTED MURDER 12 79 69 9 169
.37 .87 1.2% 2.8% 9%
HANSLAUGHTER 1ST 27 88 56 8 179
.8z .97 .97 2.5 9%
RAPE 1ST 43 86 34 3 166
1.2% 9% .6% 9% .9%
ROBBERY 1ST 104 833 257 16 910
2.9% 5.7% 4.37% 5.0% 6.7%
ROBBERY -2ND 131 578 250 12 971
3.7% 6.2% 4,27 3.7% 5.1
ASSAULT 1ST 35 170 108 10 323"
1.0% 1.8% 1.8% 3.1% 1.7%
ASSAULT 2ND 79 269 108 18 471
2.2% 2.9% 1.8% 5.6% 2.57
BURGLARY 1ST 3 50 48 9 138
.97 5% .8% 2.8% 7%
BURGLARY 2ND 2854 292 189 18 753
7.2% 3.1% 3,27 5.6% 3.9%
ARSON  1ST,2ND 9 18 8 0 35
3% 2% Az 0% .2%
SOBGMY  1ST 7n 32 25 4 132
2.0% .3% .47 1.2%2 7%
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 128 a7 45 8 268
3,67 9% .87 2.5% 1.4%
WEAPGNS OFFENSES 35 350 126 18 529
1.0% 3,77 2.17% 5.6% 2.8%
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 10 10 16 2 38
37 17 .37 .67 .27

OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES 0 2 0 7
.0z L0 17 .0% .0%
SUBTOTAL 1018 2799 16411 1601 5369
28.8% 29.9% 23.7% 43,97 28.0%

. |OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 23 32 15 3 73
.67 .37 .37 9% .67
OTHER HOMICIDE 30 6 8 1 45
.87 V3 .1z .3z .2z
ROBBERY 3RD 83 ' 295 95 3 476
2.37 3.2% 1.6% .97 2.5%
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 3 116 39 6 192
. 9% 1.2% 7% 1.9% 1.0%
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 127 67 61 [ 260
3.67 3 1.0% 1.6% 1.4%
OTHER  COERCIVE 132 210 1564 13 509
3.74 2.2% 2.6% 4,07 2.77%
SUBTOTAL 426 726 372 31 1555
12.0% 7.8% 6.3% 9.7% 8.1%
BRUG SALE 315 3113 2613 57 6098
8.9% 33.3% 44,07 17.8% 31.8%
DRUG POSSESSION 226 1322 861 14 2423
6.47 14.17 14.5% 4.4% 12.6%
SUBTOTAL 541 4435 3474 7 8521
15.3% 47.47% 58.47 22.1% 44.5%

PROPERTY AND OTHER

BURGLARY 3RD 367 360 158 17 902
10.67% 3.87 2.7% 5.3z 4.77%
GRAND  LARCENY 226 244 136 13 619
6.6% 2.6% 2.3% 4.0% 3.2%
FORGERY 132 147 27 8 314
3.74 1.67% 5% 2.8% 1.6%
STOLEN PROPERTY 91 131 75 3 300
2.6% 1.4% 1.3% .97 1.6%
DRIVE INTOXICATED T 419 45 55 15 534
11.87 .5% .9z .77 2.8%
ALL OTHER FELONIES 189 176 78 11 454
5.3% 1.9% 1.3% 3.4% 2.49%
SUBTOTAL 16264 1103 529 67 3123
40.2% 11.8% 8.9% 20.97 16.37
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 129 276 145 9 557
3.6% 2.9%Z 2.49% 2.87 2.9%
JUVENILE OFFENDER 1 22 14 2 39
0% .27 .27 .67 .2
SUBTOTAL 130 296 159 11 596
3.7% 3,27 2.7% 3.6% 3.1%
GRAND TOTAL 3539 9359 5945 32 19164
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
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TABLE 9.3
CRIME BY ETHNIC STATUS (NUMBER AND COLUMN PERCENTAGES)
1999 NEW COURT COMMITHENTS

COMMITMENT CRIME WHITE BLACK HISPANIC OTHER UNKNOWN TOTAL
NUMBER |PERCENT |[NUMBER |PERCENT |NUMBER |PERCENT [NUMBER |[PERCENT |[NUMBER |PERCENT |NUMBER |PERCENT
VIOLENT FELONY
MURDER %9 1.47 155 1.77 70 1.2% 5 2.07 1 1.37 280 1.5%
ATTEMPTED HMURBER 12 37 79 .87 69 1.27% 8 3.3Z 1 1.3% 169 9%
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 27 .8Z a8 .97 56 9% 6 2.497 2 2.7% 179 .97
RAPE 1ST 43 1.27% 86 9% 34 .67 2 .87 1 1.3% 166 9%
ROBBERY 1ST 106 2.97 533 5.7% 257 4.37% 14 5.7% 2 2.77 910 4.7%
ROBBERY 2ND 131 3.7% 578 6.27 250 6.27% 9 3.77% 3 %.07% 971 5.1%
ASSAULT 1ST 35 1.0% 170 1.8% 108 1.8% 9 3.74 1 1.3% 323 1.7%
ASSAULT 2ND 79 2.2% 269 2.97 105 1.8% 14 5.77% 4 5.37 471 2.5%
BURGLARY 1ST 31 9% 50 .57 48 .87 7 2.87% 2 2.77 138 T4
BURGLARY 2ND © 254 7.2% 292 3.17% 189 3.27% 15 6.1% 3 4.0Z 753 3.9%
ARSON  1ST,2ND 9 .37 18 .27 8 .17 0 .07 0 .07 35 2%
SODCHY 1ST 71 2.07 32 .37 25 Y 3 1.2% 1 1.3% 132 77
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 128 3.67% 87 .97 45 .87 8 3.3% 0 .07 268 1.67%
WEAPONS OFFENSES 35 1.07 350 3.7% 126 2.1% 13 5.3%Z 5 6.7% 529 2.8%
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 10 .34 10 17 16 .37 2 8% 0 0% 38 2%
OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES 0 .07 2 .07 s 17 0 4 0 (74 7 .07
SUBTOTAL 1018 28.8% 2799 29.9% 1411 23.77% 115 46.7% 26 34.77% 5369 28.0%
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 23 67 32 .37 15 .37 2 .87 1 1.3% 73 .4Z
OTHER HOMICIDE 30 .87 6 17 8 17 1 47 0 .07 45 2%
ROBBERY 3RD 83 2.3/ 295 3.27% 95 1.6% 2 1.27% 0 .07 476 2.5%
ATT ASSAULT CND 31 .97 116 1.2% 39 .77 4 l.6% 2 2.7% 192 1.0%
OTHER SEX UFFENSES 127 3.67 67 T 61 1.07 3 1.27% 2 2.7% 260 1.4%
OTHER  COERCIVE 132 3.7% 210 2.2% 154 2.6% 8 3.3% 5 6.7% 509 2.7%
SUBTOTAL 426 12.0% 726 7.8% 372 6.3% 21 8.5% 10 13.3% 1555 8.17%
DRUG OFFENSES
DRUG SALE 315 8.97 3113 33.3% 2613 | 44.07 92 | 17.1% 15 | 20.0% 6098 31.87%
DRUG POSSESSION 226 6.47 1322 14.17 861 16.5% 10 4.1% L 5.37 2423 | 12.6%
SUBTOTAL 541 15.37% 4435 | 47.4% 3474 | 58.4% 52 | 21.1% 19 | 25.3% 8521 | 44.5%
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
" BURGLARY 3RD 367 | 10.47 360 3.8% 158 2.7% 13 5.3% 4 5.37% 902 4.7%
GRAND  LARCENY 226 6.47 244 2.67 136 2.3% 11 4.57% 2 2.7% 619 3.2%
FORGERY 132 3.7% 147 1.6% 27 .57 4 1.6% 4 5.3% 314 1.6%
STOLEN PROPERTY 91 2.67% 131 1.47 75 1.3% 2 .87 1 1.37 300 1.6%
DRIVE INTOXICATED 419 11.87% 45 .57 55 9% 10 4.17% 5 6.77 534 2.87
ALL OTHER FELONIES 189 5.3% 176 1.9% 78 1.3% 9 3.7% 2 2.7% 454 2.67
SUBTOTAL 1424 | 40.27% 1103 11.87 529 8.9% %9 19.9% 18 | 24.0% 3123 16.3%
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 129 3.6% 274 2.97% 145 2.47 7 2.8% 2 2.7Z 557 2.97
JUVENILE OFFENDER 1 .07 22 2% 14 2% 2 .87 0 .07Z 39 2%
SUBTOTAL ) 130 3.7% 296 3.27 159 2.7% 9 3.7% 2 2.77Z 596 - 3.1%
GRAND TOTAL 3539 {100.0% 9359 1100.0% 5945 |100.07% 246 |100.0% 75 |100.0%Z 19164 |100.07%
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TABLE 9.4
CRIME BY ETHNIC STATUS (NUMBER AND ROW PERCENTAGES)
1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

COMMITHENT CRIME WHITE BLACK HISPANIC OTHER UNKNOWN TOTAL
NUMBER |PERCENT |NUMBER |PERCENT|NUMBER {PERCENT |NUMBER |PERCENT |[NUMBER |PERCENT|NUMBER |PERCENT
VIOLENT FELONY
MURDER 49 17.5% 158 55.47 70 25.0% 5 1.8% 1 N YA 280 {100.0%
ATTEMPTED HURDER 12 7.17 79 46.77 69 40.8% 8 4.7% 1 .67 169 |100.07%Z
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 27 15.17 a8 49.27 56 31.3% 6 3.4% 2 1.17 179 |l00.0%
RAPE 1ST 43 | 25.9% 86 | 51.8% 3¢ | 20.5% 2 1.2% 1 6% 166 |100.0%
ROBBERY 1ST 106 | 11.4% 533 | 53.6% 257 | 28.2% 14 1.5% 2 .27 910 [100.0%
ROBBERY 2ND 131 13.5% 578 59.57 250 25.77 9 <9 3 .37 971 |100.0%Z
ASSAULT 1ST 35 10.87% 170 52.67% 108 33.47 9 2.8% 1 .37 323 {100.0%Z
ASSAULT 2ND 79 l6.87 269 57.1%Z 105 22.37 14 3.0% 4 .87 471 [l00.07
BURGLARY 1ST 31 | 22.5% 50 | 36.27 48 | 34.8% 7 5.1% 2| 1.4% 138 [100.0%
BURGLARY 2ND . 256 | 33.77 292 | 38.8% 189 | 25.1% 15 2.0% 3 .47 753 1100.0%
ARSON  1ST,2ND 91 25.7% 18 | s51.4% 8 | 22.97 0 .07 0 .07 35 100.07
SODOHY 1ST 71 | 53.8% 32 | 26.27 25 | 18.9% 3 2.37 1 .8% 132 [100.0%
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 128 | 47.8% 87 | 32.5% 45 | 16.8% 8 3.0% 0 .07 268 [100.0%
WEAPONS OFFENSES 35 6.6% 350 66,27 126 23.87% 13 2.5% 5 .97 529 ]100.0%Z
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 10 26.37% 10 26.37 16 42.17 2 5.3%Z (] .07 33 |100.07%
OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES o . 0% 2 | 28.6% s | 71.4x 0 .0% 0 .07 7 |100.0%
TOTAL 1018 | 19.0% 2799 | 52.1% 1411 | 26.3% 115 2.1% 26 .57 5369 [100,0%
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 23 31.57% 32 43.87% 15 20.5% 2 2.7% 1 1.47 73 |100.0%Z
OTHER HOMICIDE 30 | 66.7% 6 | 13.32 8 | 17.8z 1 2.2% 0 .07 45 1100.0%
ROBBERY 3RD 83 | 17.4% 295 | 62.0% 95 | 20.0% 3 .6% 0 .07 476 [100.0%
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 31 | 16.1% 116 | 60.47% 39 | 20.3% 4 2.1% 2 1.0% 192 [100.0%
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 127 48.87% 67 25.87% 61 23.5% 3 1.2% 2 .87 260 |100.0%
OTHER COERCIVE 132 25.97 210 41.37% 154 30.3% 8 1.67% 5 1.0% 509 {100.07
TOTAL 26 27 .47 726 %46.77% 372 23.9% 21 1.47% 10 .67 1555 |100.0%
DRUG OFFENSES ’
DRUG SALE 315 5.27 3113 £1.0% 2613 42.97% 42 A 15 27 6098 |100.07
DRUG POSSESSION 226 9.3% 1322 54.67 861 35.57% 10 a7 4 2% 2423 |100.0%
TOTAL 541 6.3% 4935 | 52.0% 3474 | 40.8% 52 .67 19 .27 8521 [100.0%
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 367 “%0.77 360 39.9% 1588 17.5% 13 1.47 [ Y4 902 (100.07%
GRAND LARCENY 226 36.57 244 39.47 136 22.0% 11 1.8% 2 3L 619 }100.0%
FORGERY 132 | 42.02 147 | 46.8% 27 8.67 4 1.37 4 1.3% 314 [100.0%
STOLEN PROPERTY 91 30.37 131 43.77 75 25.07% 2 T% 1 .37 300 |100.07
DRIVE INTOXICATED 419 78.57 45 8.47 55 10.37 10 1.9% 5 .97 534 |100.07
ALL OTHER FELONIES 189 41.6% 176 38.8% 78 17.2% 9 2.0% 2 Y4 4549 |100.07
TOTAL 1426 | 45.6% 1103 | 35.32 529 | 16.9% 49 1.6% 18 .67 3123 |100.0%
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 129 | 23.2z 276 | 49.2% 145 | 26.0% 7 1.3% 2 .47 557 |100.0%
JUVENILE OFFENDER 1 2.6% 22 | 56.4% 14 | 35.9% 2 5.1% 0 .07 39 [100.0%
TOTAL 130 | 21.8% 296 | 49.7% 159 | 26.7% 9 1.5% 2 .3% 596 |100.0%
GRAND TOTAL 3539 18.5% 9359 438.87 5945 31.0% 2496 1.37% 75 Y4 19164 |100.0%
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Race/Ethnic Status of Women Commitments

Earlier tables have shown the high percentage of drug offenses among women. The
data in Table 9.5 show that 71% of Hispanic women and 61% of African American women
committed to state prison were sentenced for a drug offense. In sharp contrast, only 32% of white
women committed to state prison were sentenced for a drug offense. White women were
considerably more likely to be committed for a property offense (37%) than were African-
American women (14 %) or Hispanic women (7%) (see Table 9.5).

Trends in Commitment Crime by Ethnic Status

The number of white, African American and Hispanic offenders in each crime
category for commitment years 1996 through 1999 is shown in Table 9.6. These are the figures
upon which the percentages in Table 9.7 are based.

The proportion of African Americans committed for violent felony offenses slipped
from 31% in 1996 to 30% in 1999 (see Table 9.7). In other areas there were also minor changes
in African American offense patterns in the period 1996-1999, e.g. from 46% of African

Americans committed for drug offenses in 1996 to 47% of African Americans committed for drug
offenses in 1999.

Among whites there was likewise a decline in the percent committed for violent
felony crimes between 1996 (33 %) and 1999 (29%); (see Table 9.7). There was a slight decrease
in the percent of whites committed for drug offenses between 1996 (17 %) and 1999 (15%).

Among Hispanics the proportion committed for violent crimes was constant at 24 %
from 1996 to 24% in 1999. There was a small decrease in drug offense commitments from 61%
in 1996 to 58% in 1999 in this component population.

The number of males in each crime and ethnic status group for the years 1996 to
1999 is presented in Table 9.8. The percent figures in Table 9.9 are based on the numbers in
Table 9.8. Since males are such a predominant portion of total commitments, the patterns in the
ethnic status distribution of offenses are similar to those found in Table 9.7.



TABLE 9.5 CRIME BY SEX AND ETHNIC STATUS; 1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

COMMITMENY CRIME HALE FEMALE
WHITE BLACK HISPANIC OTHER UNKNGWN WHITE BLACK HISPANIC OTHER UNKNCWN TOTAL
VIOLENT FELONY
MURDER 45 151 68 H 1 4 “ 2
1.47 1.87 1.2% 2.07 1.4% 1.47 .57 .57 03 03 1222
ATTEMPTED MURDER 1? 75 66 8 1 ] 4 3 ]
.67 .97 1.2% 3.3 1.4% .0% 5% 7% .0z .og fSZ
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 23 76 56 6 2 4 12 2 °
W77 .97 1.07 2.57 2.9 1.4% 1.67 5% .07 .ﬂg. 1;3
RAPE 15T 63 86 33 2 1 [] ] 1 [
1.3% 1.0% 6% .8% 1.4% 0% N Y3 2% 0% o’ fg"/:
ROBBERY 1ST 101 521 267 14 3 12 10 0 0 910
3.1% 6.17 4.5% 5.7% 2.9% 1.0% 1.67 2.32 .0% 0% 4.7%
ROBBERY 2ND 124 §54 263 9 3 7 24 7 0 ° 71
3.8 6.6% 4,47 3.7 4,37 2.4% 3.1% 1.6% .07 0% 5.1%
ASSAULT 1ST 32 152 100 9 1 3 18 8 0 0 323
1.0% 1.8% 1.8% 3.7% 1.4% 1.0% 2.3% 1.8% 0% .07 1.7%
ASSAULT 2ND 70 246 93 1% 3 9 23 12 [ 1 471
2.2% 2.9 1.7% 5.7% 4.3% 3.17 3.0% 2.8% .07 20.0% 2.5%
BURGLARY 1ST 31 48 48 7 2 [} 2 ] 0 ] 138
1.0 6% 9% 2.9 2.9% 0% .3% 0% .07 .07 7%
BUBGLARY 2ND 267 272 182 15 3 7 20 7 ] [} 753
- 767 3.22 3.37 6.1% 4.3 2.4% 2.6% 1.67 0% .0Z 3.97
ARSON  1ST,2ND 7 16 7 0 0 2 2 1 0 o 35
2% .2z 1% .07 .07 7% 3% 2% Q% N .2%
SODOMY 1ST 7 32 23 3 1 0 [ 2 ] [} 132
2.22 .4z 4% 1.2% 1.0% .0% 0% 5% .0% .0% LT
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 126 a3 45 8 ° 2 4 0 e 0 268
3.9 1.07 .8% 3.32 .07 7% .57 .0% .0% .0% 1.67
WEAPONS OFFENSES 3{0 3‘05) 122 13 G 1 4 4 Q 529
1.0% 4.07% 2.2% 5.3% 5.7% 3% 5% 9% .07 20.0% 2.8/
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND B 9 149 2 [] 2 1 2 [] [- 38
.2z 1% .37 .8% .07 7% A% 5% 0% .07 2%
OTHER VIGLENT 7
FELCONIES [ 2 s -] [} Q Q Q o 0
oz .oz B YA oz .07 .0% .07 0% 0% .07 .07
SUBTOTAL 974 2669 1350 115 24 44 130 61 0 2 5369
30.0% 31.1z 24.57% 47.17 34.3% 15.27% 17.0% 14.02 .07 40.0% 28.07
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2NKD 19 30 14 2 1 4 2 1 ] ) 7_3
6% 3% 3% .8% 1.6% 1.4% 3% .2% .0% 0% .47
OTHER HOMICIDE 23 4 1 ] 7 2 1 0 ] 45
7% .07 1z .4z .07 2.4% .3% .27 .0% 0% 2%
ROBBERY 3RD 78 275 88 3 0 s 20 7 0 9 ";f’
2.4% 3.2 1.6 1.2% .0x 1.7% 2.6% 1.6 .07 0% 2.5%
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 30 107 37 4 2 1 9 2 0 0 192
9% 1.22 7% 1.6% 2.9% .37 1.2% .52 .0% 0% 1.07
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 125 66 59 3 2 2 1 2 [ [] 260
3.8% .8% 1,12 1.27 2.9% 7% 1z 5% 0% .07 1.4%
OTHER  COERCIVE 116 195 146 7 ) 16 15 L 1 [} 599
3.67 2.3% 2.6% 2.9% 7.1% 5.5% 2.0% 1.8% 50.0% .07 2.7%
SUBTOTAL 391 677 351 20 0 35 49 21 0 155;
12.0% 7.9% 6.647 8.2% 14.37% 12.1% 6.47 4.8% 50,07 J0Z 8.1z
DRUG SALE 254 2754 2378 41 13 61 359 235 1 2 6098
7.8% 32.0% 43,27 16.87% 18.6% 21.0% 46,97 54,07 50.0% 40.0% 31.8%
DRUG POSSESSION 194 1215 786 10 4 32 107 75 [ [ 2'02;
6.0% 14,17 14.3% 4.12 5.7% 11.0% 14.0% 17.2% .07 .07 12.67
SUBTOTAL 448 3969 3164 51 17 93 466 310 1 2 8521
13.87% ab.27 §7.4% 20.9% 24,37 32.1% 60.87 7.3 50.0% 40,07 | 94.5%
PROPERTY AND OTHER
902
ARY 3RD 358 350 154 13 3 9 10 4 0 2
BuRGL 1.0z 4.1z 2.8% 5.37 437 ERYS 1.32 R 0z | 20.0% .72
GRAND  LARCENY 187 200 118 11 2 39 44 18 0 [ 61;’
5.8% 2.3z 2.1% .57 2.9% 13.4% 5.7% 4.1% 0% 0% 3.2%
v 106 116 23 4 4 27 33 4 e ° 314
FORGER 3.22 1.3% Y3 1.67 5.7% 9.3% .37 9% .0% .07 1-62
STOLEN PROPERTY 864 126 73 2 1 7 7 2 0 [ 300
2.6% 1.4x 1.3 .8% 1.4% 2.4% 9% .57 .07 .0% 1.6%
DRIVE INTOXICATED 405 4l 55 10 [ 14 4 ] [ ] 834
: 12.5% - 8% 1.0% 4.1z 7.1% 4.8% 5% 0% .07 .0% 2.8%
ALL OTHER FELONLES 178 179 75 9 2 11 6 [] ] 454
5.5% 2.0% 1.4% 3.7 2.9 3.87% .8% 7% .07 .07 2.4z
SUBTOTAL 1317 999 498 49 17 107 106 3 0 1 323
40.5% 11.67 9.0% 20.1% 24.37% ‘36.97 13.6% 7.1%Z 0% 20,07 16.37%
YOUTHFUL GFFENDER 118 257 133 7 2 1 17 12 0 [] 557
3.6% 3.0% 2.47% 2.9% 2.9% 3.87 2.2% 2.87 .07 <07 2.9%
JUVENILE OFFENDER 1 22 14 2 [ [ [] [} 0 [ 39
0% 3% 3% .8% .0% 0% N4 .07 0% .07 .27
SUBTOTAL 119 . _279 147 9 2 1 17 12 [ 0 596
3.7% 3,27 2.7% 3.77 2.9% 3.8% 2.2% 2.8% 0% .0% 3.1
GRAND TQTAL 32649 8593 5510 244 70 290 766 ‘03. 2 5 19164
100. 0% 100.07 100.0% 100.0Z | 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0Z | 100.0% | 100.0%
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(IN PERCENT)

IC STATUS

TABLE 9.7
NEW COURT COMMITHENTS

CRIME BY ETHN
1996-1999

-81-

-\'\'-\‘\’-\‘\'.\’-\

z NN NN NNNNNN N NN N : oae .
= mmMNGomaRs o N MaSRRN M oM m b NP
NN BN - - NNo M own w ™ o
§ " ~ ~ ~ N s
=] -
NNENNN INNNANNNN N N NNENIRNY X NN NN 3 ¢ : ¢
= MIGRRRRSNoANMMNS S N ITNGAMm & e N MRS SNN ¥ 33 X 3
= NMa @M MmN i < - @ ~ - . i m o
s & Y a8 b el N moa
o . 2
8 a ¢ N e e N
NNNNN NN NNFNERY N NN N ~ N N N
@ No NN ON N
] ERNBERNNTENY X ¥ enge W 34§ e S8R 3
Am S T, " ‘o AN @ T @ ' ‘i o
~la " ¥z 2 L) NN os
= . -
=% NNN\-N\'.\-NNN.\-NNN.\: NN NNNNEN X NN NN ¢ : ¢
34 NAToNNDRnAAME N~ S & MANNAN @ -3 SBIZNT 3 N NN
e - ‘WA m m @ ‘e N~ me N~ "ol N m o
zg ~ ma 3 -1 N mog
Y
< -~
.\.\-.\-\-.\-\-.\'.\-.\-N\-.\-.\-NN NN N NN N NNNNNN N eN NN
w Tm aN® Nin swva s @ e s M FIRTEN R B N 3
=1 ST PHAA A Q ~ 9 W QUMNMG o + " m o
= [ - - - Nﬂ‘ﬂ g " " g
= ~
= \'\’NN.\‘.\'.\'.\'\'N.\‘.\'.\‘N.\' N N N NN NN N NN N N
ES NS clgoINTAIS S § ° "we = er-cmno\uu & 3§ 8
= R T PR RN - a mo < N A i’ & o
~ ~ NN ] ~ 3
-4
Ny AEINNNIINNNY » NNIEIN 3 NN NANNNNN N N N N
ol MNNISTANS > saas o NS A TRuman~ S N O¥ N
oz o - o T o ° )
~“l5 R + 2 ~ w NS e
o -
& N NNNNNN N NN EREINNY
z 3 MAQINN M LI Wodusa N I8 N3
[ " - - oM o N-c -
a ~ ‘“ I B ~ @ & w9
[~} -
2 x NNNNNN N NN NyNNNN ¥ NN N N
ég 7] moamNm me N~ EE L] ] An * a
- [ Mt N~ M N MM - N L m o
xu ~ M~ -~ s
M.i -
<
vx.\-NN.\-.\'xN.\-N INNN N o N NN N NN NNN N NN ON N
© mang O Sashy 8 0% & e R R LI @ & o
[ T T 15T R R o " *0 wv comNoT N " o
x ~ - - - - " o
=z -
z \'NNN-\'.\N\'NN.'.'N.\'. NN N NN N NNNNNN N NN N N
g AN NG W w T Tae o o~ an - LT - - o
g 2] - m 4 - 3
\NNN-\'NN.\‘NN NANNN N N ~N NN ~N MNNN NNN N NN NN
x NYQNS SSIHIT 5 B S wa & GEINEN B mo m o
z Nere ‘DUFnnm e~ ~ © oN @ LRI LU ] m m
3 ] ~ e
8 HNANINNINNS aN N N NN N NNENE NNN N NN NN
: 3 VANNG~NOND o N - o M TMn daN 0 QN o a
o |a e PP N " w N~ NN - o~ @ - o
~“la N Tt 0 o
(=] -
x
zs -\'NNN‘N-\'.\'-'\C.\'.' NN N N NNNNNN N NN N NNN NNN N NN NN
R CRNOMOGARNNMION S ) nANNSN D o W R *\n 9 om o o
o Lol fo TR 17 P R ] e 4 o M NN TN~ MMt 4 -t o~ N o
- 17} " M - o
wx -
<<
IR NN N NN NN N NN NN NNNNNN N NN ™~ NNN NNN N NN
w MNRNOD RS 3 o ~ QOMmND o~ ] AMo doe N & o
=] - —u'lm—-.N @ 4~ o NN - ow 0 ~ON N © m a
E ] - - - n o
= -
z NESNNNSNNNNN NN n NNNNNN N NN EENEIN Y NNON N
z ASJiaNNSun \"o’S o @ SRGSN 3 0 o o‘.ﬁm $ao o Nnw N~ o
z L -r-oone-u-m ‘v 9 ‘MA 0 © - Trm ET o O -4
g " - ~ ~ :
b -\'NNN.\'-\‘N NN NNNNNN N NN N NNN NNN N NN NN
§ o@oh-ufmt‘lh aNo 3 & TRAnaN' & NS o T AN @ ~e °
mam n-a—uu a .- T o MNPt TN O ~ o
z L] Nno e A oy b 2
a
Q :
=] SNNNNNNNN N 3 SN NNNNGON N N ANNN NNN N NN
2|2 \:\\\:\h\)\\& ¥ ox [NNNDY 3«: & GSm amn N ° o
o la T m ~ ~ SN - NN . ~ N2
-la o T~ O -
-y
T
NNN N N NNNNNN N NN ~N NNN NNN N NN N N
i3 RASN 3 3 SEREM¥ O BV S nNgANE Y AR N %
M - * ‘s - e~ me @ M- ~ ~ o
D FYSgRPH < o N e - o
% - -
<
SNNNNNN NN NNNNNN N NNON NN NNN N NN
“ mowwosor\d}n AIFN 8N ARUGon M Tr @ S AFO @ * o
- P R T R I o N mn - o9 w0 ~am MM Q m a
E3 ] -~ L - ” 2
H
»
g & -S4 et
[T aw [
s a 8% 2 24 z i 3 E=Z w &4
g Qe z 225 Nw D x z ax«< o ZZ
® N oaZne 8 Nwuy =1 - W wya
[~ > 2@ - 1t [T 3~ [ " (-] [- 1™} [ T W
o § TU mananZeelncao > wuarow @ ] ®&E OXu § o
=} E aZaz- naLwadu  omeES w w a m< &0 =] o
o4 QI mNie NG ZOm U E=Lm3IxO g wa ZN 4 arx <
- w mgt— bt ol I ¥ 13 g <w -t KW Zw < o =
z [ PN > P ALDS W b I 3] B & - T ] 5
w G§<Azx_a..‘<< >-n§u. - © < m:u “ v > X & T = g %; g 2
= = WY wwidiizra W o O JEwCEE o W 2 BU Jdou Wwo 4 £z 2
- Z QUAWINTIDOOG ‘o we X Aua wd X S 8 = g DT g3 2 & Bu = a
= U ErZodanneendx< = @ ZZI@-IT & 2 5 ¥y $Ix R4 5 2 33 5
] = L0 ONNSDxOUiwmm o w ghonEE 9 g E 2 5° 52 R8s 2 5 £3 2 2
= S E<IXEX<I<ADCNNEXO ~ E Lom<9° £ 3 &6 = g Su 2 =
a > ) a a > Q




-82-

0L L4 0159 £658 6%2¢€ 9% (¢4 8019 £5.9 8642 85 siz 2129 6016 9962 59 652 2169 8026 2£0E Y101 ONVHD
£ 6 M1 642 611 4 £t 9st £0€ 80t 1 6 ogT s12 %11 S 8 0st 6S¢ 901 avioL
[ ] 0 14 ¢ (33 T 1 9 ££ 26 9 ¥3GN3IS30 IVINIANT
M M MMM MMN “uu M Mu mug WMN 901 1 6 21 §52 €11 b Z L1 292 96 ¥3IAN3II40 INJHINOA
' FVINIARS/ MNIHLNOA
1 (14 86Y 666 L1£t 21 9% 019 2501 £501 6 b9 085 6501 911 £t 2y s e %011 vioL
2 L] Sé [ 231 : 748 1 9 66 1 g1 0 9 19 601 £€ST 0. 9 1§ 19 2t SIINOTIIS ¥3H10 TV
g ot 99 L34 509 t L kT4 ¢4 Y62 0 ot 9% s £0€ € b ksd €2 9g2 QG31YIIXOINI 3JATI¥C
T 2 €L 2t Y8 € S 56 6€1 99 [ 9 511 621 68 € A8 1831 11e Lt AL¥3d0¥d N3IT01S
b » £2 b1t 501 0 1 9t 56 sL e S 1€ 2ot j 73 t € L1 86 68 A¥33804
2 11 e1t oo 481 S £l It 692 291 T 61 :1 8 492 641 £ 6 9%1 202 [73 ¢ ANIDHYT  ONYHO
€ £1 st ose as5% e L1 291 28¢ 908 9 81 0Lt s 69¢ £ 6 691 oy 714 adg A¥vI9Ung
SISNIJ0
Y3H10 ONY ALlY¥3d0¥d
L 15 %91¢ 696€ 86y L4 by 209¢ a10Y 99 02 05 Yi0% 951y =y 911 oS YS1» L10% SY wiol
Y o1 98L $rat %61 L £ e S911 091 £ 12 568 922t 491 < 5T 659 1€11 081l NOISS3SS0d 9nsa
€t R3] : 7314 L4144 5¢ [34 1€ i8le €992 gee 41 62 -2 4 ¢4 9262 bse bt 9% SiEE 9992 592 ERLA: 0
SISN3II0 SNAEa
ot 02 15¢ 249 168 8 (24 2st 929 00% ] 22 1s¢ oeL £33 [4 §2 95¢ £29 ne wioL
§ Z 9%t s6t 9Tt £ 6 66 802 80t 2 Z s2t £12 99 Y ot SEL 261 ott IAIINI0D  ¥IHIO
z £ 65 99 set 1 L4 by (73 L4d! T L 33 09 901 0 Y 4 s 86 S3ISNIS40 X3S H¥IHIO0
2 b L8 201 23 0 ¢ (4] 16 44 Z 1 6% 00t € 1 4 9% 9 42 aNZ LINYSSY L1V
[ £ ee §22 :24 2 £ £1X 612 8L 2 b 51T 11s 1 2 b 22t 61% L ay¥s A¥3980Y
4 1 r 3 Y £2 e 1 9 1 02 0 I S 11 ee [ e L4 ot 2 JCIJIKOH ¥3H1O0
1 2 5t 13 61 ° L4 21 4 £1 [ -4 0e 52 61 0 1 L4 22 & UNZ Y3LIHONVISNVH
IATII¥3I0I ¥3HIO0
b2 L1981 (111 6992 L6 ve L £0ST boi2 6589 61 (134 6291 669¢C g6 »2 L2329 6041 8g£0¢ 00T avioL
[ [ g 2 o o 0 4 2 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 € 0 1 hzwwwﬂnumwzha
0 e La 6 8 0 e 8 91 £1 ] 1e et kas € 0 Lt 82 51 ° GNZ’ LST ONIJJVYNTIN
L4 £t 221 9%¢ s 2 N 0Lt §9% 62 I S St [ L4 S€ [ (A 591 66¢€ 1€ SASNIII0 SNOJVIN
0 9 5% £9 921 £ Y 8y 8 2t [4 k4 o€ 65 501 [ 9 0s 25 got 2°By’1ST-8V°X3S
1 € £e (43 1 4 € 12 5 L% 0 T s 22 Y < [4 ce 33 €L 1St AKogoOS
0 o 4 9t A 1 0 9 91 € 0 4 6 »T 1t 0 2 1t £1 61 QN2‘1ST  KOSyY
£ ST 281 cie e 2 [ 02 yee 812 k4 ot 261 9l2 992 e 2t £92 90% 862 GNZ A¥YI93n8
2 L oy 9% 1T L] 9 Fa4 15 92 ° 9 15 ve 92 1 Z oY 99 (34 1St _AYvI9Ens
€ »t £6 9v2 (2 2 L 921 561 59 € 91 ott 221 9 ¢ s €L 181 €8 GNZ 1TNYSSY
1 6 00l [4:) 8 (3 £ S 28 163 ¢ 6% o 1t 28 %1 S€ 3 L4 56 (434 92 1ST LTINYSSY
£ 6 £ve 599 %2t S 5t 252 155 9 £ St 592 59§ 91t S 1 €62 469 2t QUNZ AH3880Y
e 5t L% 128 10t £ ot 90t 695 69 e 22 Hoe 219 69 Y e 80¢ 649 16 1S1 A¥3IddoN
1 4 33 98 £Y o 2 3 98 0S [ 4 9% 56 5§ 1 Z 6% 06 S 1ST 3dvy
2 9 L] 9L £ 0 8 59 [4:4 -1 ¢ 1 S €8 %01 0z £ L} 59 96 61 1ST HILHINVISNYH
1 e 99 Sé (44 0 £ a9 26 T 2 1] 0g 90t 1 0 Z 65 €01 £4 Y30¥NK QILdHILLY
T S 89 st b T et £9 19t 0% 1 '3 Lot L1 ;24 2 e 201 081 59 H3Q8NH
ANOI33 IN3T0IA
NYOIY¥INY NYJI¥3IHY NYOX¥INY HYJIH3INY
NHONYNN| ¥3H10 |DINVASIH| NVOINJV] 31IHM | RMONXNN| H3H10 |JINVISIH NVOINJY| 3LIHH | NAONINN]| HIHAO |DINVSSIH| NVIINJY| 3JLIHM | NMONXNN| ¥3IHI0 |IINVISIH| HVIINIV| 3ILIKM
6661 9661 _ 8661 2661 9661 IWIYD IN3IHLIKKOD

SANIHLIKKOD LYNOI HIN 6661-9661

fATINOG SITYH ‘HYIA AQ SALYLS JINNHLII AQ ININD 8°6 37aVL




-83~

1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

HALES ONLY;

TABLE 9.9 CRIME BY ETHNIC STATUS (IN PERCENT);

= NNINN NN.\‘N.\‘\'\'\'\' NN NNNNNN
z NN NNNNN N ~ NNNNNN N NN NN
g | IITIAMIMGASISNE ¥ X ¥IEEEN A o MERIA® W XY 8§
THENT - - TNN~ o aEann S %9
¥ " - < TN~ N A ~ ]
=] -~
SOBEINNNNNNNNNN N N : : SANNNN N -
= SmaBRN SIH/RF & 5 & 3 REBINR X &3 N 3
. : 97 . p [ i S S . .+ 9
z NMa T AMMaNG e 5 o e e Tm o N Mmoo
Q N (] 3
Q
= \-.\-NN.\-\-.\-NNx.\‘\-.\-NN ~N ~ ORI NN : .
2[5 | NNBUNIIONINNSNN N ¥ IOORN Y wnaNEy o3 X3
o) a - —-; ‘rq-un " : q: " N;q: ~ IR AR ] . . e
- NN -t o N o
] ~ T oW o
£ . -
z3 NNNN-\'N-\'NNN-\'.\'.\'NN NN 3 N : NN N
23| sway NNIEEN 5 3 ¥ O8N N NmEuNs ¥ 3
Ld - " v e e 4o - .
‘Es f-ho-o—aﬂ n - ;; ~ '(;J‘S g TN~ N : g
15 ~
NN ANNNNNN N AN : ene 3¢
w e o VNTrBO o &35 3 & 33 X ¥
[ e TN e No m ° v w o
m o
ES " - ~ b g
=z NENNFNNENS N N NNNNNN N NN MNANNNNN N on e
§ maao s 9 cvoomae u TN 3 }\\"'\"2 N PR
. 2 LaRenT 9 e 2 i .-
- nomm ‘N - LT Y e - ) v
3 " - ~ " ° M~ n ~ s
-] -
.\'NN:\'.\'-\‘\'-\‘.\‘-\‘\.\' NN N NNNNNN N TS AN TN N . ose .
Qe NINTITMANOSTANG & o VNFND~ o LSS FEENNN 3 ¥ &3
Cee S aLaen 9 o . e %
o |z Grm S ONMNT e o = me o T8 o on Nma - w o
= e a 2
° 2
Q
=1 IANNY SNNN NN NNNNNN N NN ¢ NN A
3 q- ~0 —1 -Nnv:-:nzu;o.-o o 0 MEPOND & @1} - 'v)l :I;l 3 :3
o -u-u-d tn\f-ml L] 4 - - w0 uim' -1~ 6 H Y o
ﬂ N Tow o
= M ~
z3 HNNNNNNNN NN NN ¢ ~ AN N S NN N
sS Qo _\\N RISNN 8 ® MmoNowy N -1 r9 o -“m a
ceenanRRaneNN g 9 anNe= 3 S e f [ N
=ac R P < o Mo N~ §m W T - N m Mmoo
&g 2] M~ 3 -t o
) -
<
FHENNN NN N ¢ I NNON MANNNN NN NN N
o oo N NNe Ras N m TN Congia & M 3N &3
Tagann nas . 4 e % Taeean T T
] IR T T oV I NP o - ©un m cUNNG ¢ N m m o
= [ - - -t " o
= -
N P NN NN N N NN NN
- 3 n MmN © nikgssS S ia Ne N ©
. ' [ [ i e v o
2 o W g g omm @ -~ 9
E . " - ~N - - 3
NNNNNNNNNNNN NN ~ NN N NATNN NN NNON
[ 3§§\QGN§N\\?G““ s M 3 nwo N m\ NS N oM mo M o
. " . ] w N Ln
= N QA Faam men ~ ® o~ o SOmNm N M " o
- <4 -4 - ~N o
o -
[
= SNNNNNNNSNNNNNN N P NN N NANNNN NN NxeoN N
K SRNAANNIRINTIIN 3 A R L anaRia N 8 oy 4 9
o |a PP S IY ~ - « om o NN - @ - N o
~la ~ 2 Y o
- -
=
z3 ERNFENNNS NN N NNNNNN N NN NN N NNON N
3¢ oNm nmoooommoow - MAFmnm @ ~ia 3 oM N W M & o
veesRn .9 Hr i R I ] e e .
- N—‘—vn»aoun m - M N & NM W0 \rN-oN -~ ~ Q
oW ] M- - -4 -]
“x P
<
NNNNNNN NN NNNNNN N NN NNNNN NN NN N
w nnmmoon“\\“\\“\‘ s s SRESET & 33§ FOFSNS N ©e © o
i . Nt a9 Laate e . eananN N % i
: -~ F‘lﬂ"ﬂﬂ 0 v‘l’)ﬁ - NN o~ " 3 NOuMOo . & " " o
= "M - - . - m o
= -
z NNMNNNNMNNNNNNNN NN NANNNMNNN N NN NNNNN NN NN ON N
= . —-camqnou!u!-co:eoo o o o‘o.—:u!‘qq @ -~ 9 vanee 3 o Ni N~ o
it i Ty d e i B H i
2 M TAONT M o M~ @ o - e TEATT e o o
g " - ~ ~ e
SNNNN SN SNNN D N NS SNNN N NN ON NNNNN N N NN NN
e | IRNENINNEINENAS ¥ N GUMMMM N MY N GNNNMA N ¥n % %
e e s e anen T~ 1 . " et " Mmoo e
S MM Mo F  cima - m—— ma o MMAT N 9 UL
= - 7] - - s
Q
9 : ex a N
=] .\.\'.\'\'.\'\'. N\EN\’N-\'NN N N NNNNNN N N N NN NN
2|2 SNISIRNAINY 3 K JAIWIZ & = SRR NS
|G — -1 Ia-r-‘—o L ~ I w o ~ N g
-l N ~ 2
=]
=
NNNNNN.\‘V.\’-\'-\'\-\'.\’N NN NNNNNN N N MNNNNN N ~ NN ON N
2 SSITINANMINN ¥ ¥ aAmEuN 5 I SNEENE N 3 el
= ag Ny M - m ~ O~ m FMeo o New g
gf R ¢ 2
<< .
NN N NNANNNNNNNNN NN N NN N NyNaae NN NN
w 2"\3'\\\'0\-&\'4\:\3'3'\3 3 3 3 RE R mocrca N @ NWM 4 o
=4 R [ A e e 15 A moa e
- - .-umn N 0 Nmn 3 - 10 B NN 3 m L g
r N -y ~ -
S
9
] 2 - g & gz
[: 1od a 0w = s
we a ~a% T QZ> ] w > == Z w gg
w Qm Z  Am Nw Zlim = Z x«< O z=
x 3 N Az Q N - = W WO o4 ; ww
= > Sa s CWmZ W W a o au o~ w
§ |8 I ngnefdnnofosw 2 EenSE: o 8 0 83 gEL & iR
. |§ pENAATIMARSESN  § EERdRB 4 w3 8 73 %2 330 2
= - 17 PG, -1 ' A>3 W IE>00 W =9 g & > A= N B4 5
W FLINzTJI<< »aza o 8 T xn w wna »>Z <€ _®XZ = 3 &5 ]
£ |5 839.8833332830350 2 O aadSes 2 § oo 2 ES 3083uS o 7 EE 4
- * a
- W X-ZLAMNNEXENAXLEX = & ZI@QRIZZ = = o W ELEOM o = X 2> &
o LSOO NUNII O Wil QO W KXmQk== O QO EE O 6O DEORE o O = o Q
E S TAIEXX<<DI<AVIXO F I TO&<0O0 F Z 68 ~ § AGwwa I ~ 3 £3 2 s
] 5 5 & & > o




-84-

Trends in Commitment Crime by Race/Ethnic Status for Females

The number of white women committed to state prison rose in the period 1996
(N=242) to 1999 (N=290), (see Table 9.10) while the number of African American women
committed to state prison dropped from 913 in 1996 to 766 in 1999. The largest percentage

change, however, was the 21% decrease in the number of Hispanic women committed to state
prison from 548 in 1996 to 435 in 1999.

The crime distribution of white, African American and Hispanic females changed
over the years 1996 to 1999 (see Table 9.11). Except for the small “other” category,
proportionally fewer women (regardless of ethnic status) were committed for drug offenses while
proportionally more women were committed for property and other offenses.
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TABLE 9.11

CRINE BY ETHNIC STATUS (IN PERCENT) BY YEAR,
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Section 10

AGE AT ADMISSION

The average age at admission ‘was 31.1 years in 1999 (see Table 10.1). On

average, women were older than men at the time of admission. For men the average age was 30.9
years for women 33.9 years (see Table 10.1). :

Whites were the oldest at commitment (average age 32.4 years), followed by
Hispanics (average.age 31.2 years). African-Americans (30.5 years) were the youngest. Others
(Asians, American Indians, etc.) were 31.8 years. (See Table 10.2).

The age distribution by gender and ethnic status for 1999 new court commitments
is presented in Table 10.3 and 10.3B.

Crime by age at commitment (broken into 13 categories) is presented in Table
10.4. Drug and property crime commitments were somewhat older than violent felony
commitments. For example, only 39% of violent felony 1999 new commitments were at least 30

years of age or older at commitment, compared to 54% of drug offenders and 66% property
offenders. :

Average Age at Admission by Crime and Gender

Among 1999 commitments women were usually two or more years older on
average than were men committed for the same category of offenses, except among violent felony
offenders where the age gap was little over a year.(see Table 10.5).

It can also be seen in Table 10.5 that for men the average age at commitment
within the violent felony group rose from 28.5 years in 1996 to 29.0 years in 1999 while among
women the average age for violent felons was the same in 1999 (30.2 years) as it was in 1996.
Average age of men also rose among property offenders from 32.6 years to 33.8 years as did the

average age of women committed for property offenses (from 34.9 years in 1996 to 36.3 years
in 1999).
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TABLE 10.1 AGE AT COMMITMENT BY SEX

1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

AGE AT MALE | FEMALE | ToTaL
16 YR 92 7 99
5% .57 .5%
17 YR 405 26 431
2.37 1.7% 2.2%
18 YR 695 31 726
3.9% 2.1% 3.8%
19 YR 8643 40 883
4.8% 2.7% 4.6%
20 YR 972 33 1005
5.5% 2.2% 5.2%
21 YR 853 30 883
4.8% 2.07 .67
22-24 2219 117 2336
12.6% 7.8%7 | 12.27

25-29 2980 211 3191
16.97 | 16.1%7 | 16.7%
30-34 2973 311 3284
16.87 | 20.87 | 17.1z
35-39 2587 340 2927
14.672 | 22.772 | 15.3z

40-99 2331 289 2620
13.27 | 19.3z | 13.7z

50-59 603 | 58 661
3.47 3.97 3.47
60 + 113 5 118
.67 .37 .67
TOTAL 17666 1498 | 19164
100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%
AVERAGE 30.9 33.9 31.1
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TABLE 10.2

AGE AT COMMITMENT BY ETHNIC STATUS

1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

AGE AT COMMITHMENT WHITE BLACK HISPAN | OTHER TOTAL

16 YR 16 57 24 2 99
5% .67 N Y4 .67 .57

17 VYR 53 260 112 6 431"
1.5% 2.8% 1.9% 1.9% 2.2%
18 YR 120 . 397 199 10 726
3.47 © 4.2% 3.3% 3.1% 3.87%

19 YR 165 455 249 14 883
%.7% 4.9% %.2% 4.67 4.67

20 YR 154 534 295 22 1005
4.47, 5.7% 5.0% 6.97% 5.2%

21 YR 165 450 260 8 883
4.7% 4.8% 4.%% 2.57% 4.6%

22-24 366 1202 732 36 2336
10.3% 12.8% 12.3% 11.2% 12.2%

25-29 560 1501 1076 54 3191
15.8% 16.07% 18.17% 16.8% 16.7%

30-34 566 1550 1108 | . 60 3284
16.07% l6.67 18.67% 18.7% 17.1%

35-39 608 1418 857 44 2927
17.2% 15.27% 14.4% 13.7% 15.3%

40-49 557 1248 766 49 2620
15.7% 13.3% 12.9% 15.37% 13.7%

50-59 169 247 230 15 661
. 4.87 2.6% 3.9% 4.77 3.4%

60 + 40 %0 37 1 118
.1.17 .67 .67 3% .67

TOTAL 3539 9359 5945 321 19164
100.0% | 100.0Z | 100.0% 100.0% | 100.0%

AVERAGE 32.4 30.5 31.2 31.8 31.1
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TABLE 10.3
AGE BY SEX BY ETHNIC STATUS
1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

31.0

AGE AT MALE FEMALE
COMMITMENT

WHITE | BLACK | HISPAN | OTHER | TOTAL | WHITE | BLACK | HISPAN | OTHER | TOTAL
16 YR 14 53 23 2 92 2 4 1 0 7
.4 .6% .47 .6% .57 7% .5% .2% .07 .5%
17 YR 49 245 105 6 405 4 15 7 0 26
1.5% 2.92 1.9% 1.9% 2.3% 1.6% 2.0% 1.6% .02 1.7%
18 YR 114 379 192 10 695 6 18 7 0 31
3.57% .67 3.5% 3.27 3.9% 2.1% 2.3z 1.6 .07 2.17
19 YR 153 442 235 13 843 12 13 14 1 40
4.7% 5.1% .37 .17 4.8% 4.1% 1.7% 3.22 | 14.3% 2.7
20 YR 147 520 284 21 972 7 16 1 1 33
4.5 6.1 5.2 6.77% 5.5% 2.647 1.8% 2.5%2 | 164.3% 2.2%
21 YR 154 438 253 8 853 11 12 7 0 30
4.77 5.1% 4.6% 2.57% 4.8% 3.8% 1.6 1.6 0 2.07
22-26 337 1143 703 36 2219 29 59 29 0 117
10.6z | 13.3%z | 12.87 | 11.5% | 12.6x | 10.0% 7.7 6.7% .0% 7.8%
25-29 518 1388 1020 54 2980 42 113 56 0 211
15.9% | 16.27 | 18.57 | 17.2Z | 16.9%2 | 14.5Z2 | 14.8%7 | 12.9z 0% | 164.1%
30-34 514 1381 1020 58 2973 52 169 88 2 311
15.8%2 | 16.1z | 18.5z | 18.5% | 16.8%2 | 17.9%z | 22,17z | 20.2z | 28.67 | 20.8%
35-39 547 1238 760 42 2587 61 180 97 2 340
16.8% | 14.4% | 13.87 | 13.4% | 14.6%z | 21.0% | 23.5% | 22.37 | 28.6%7 | 22.7%
40-49 506 1103 674 48 2331 51 145 92 1 289
15.6x | 12.8%z | 12.2z | 15.3z | 132z | 17.6x | 18,97z | 21.1z | 14.3%7 | 19.3z
50-59 157 | . 225 206 15 603 12 | . 22 26 0 58
4.8 2.6% 3.7 4.8% 3.4% 4.1% 2.9% 5.5% .0% 3.9
60 + 39 38 35 1 113 1 2 2 0 5
1.27 .67 .67 3% .67 .37 .37 .57 .07 .3%
“|roraL 3249 8593 5510 314 | 17666 290 766 435 7 1498
100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%Z | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%
100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.07 | 100.0% | 100.0Z | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0% | 100.0%
AVERAGE 32.4 30.2 31.8 30.9 33.1 33.8 34.6 31.9 33.9
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TABLE 10.3B AGE AT COMMITMENT BY INMATE GENDER AND RACE/ETHNIC STATUS; 1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

AGE AT MALE FEMALE GRAND
COMMITMENT TOTAL
WHITE | BLACK grsw\n: OTHER |UNKNOWN| TOTAL | WHITE | BLACK gISPANI OTHER |UNKNOWN| TOTAL

16.00 14 53 23 1 1 92 2 4 1 0 0 7 99
17.00 49 245 108 4 2 405 4 15 7 0 0 26 431
18.00 - 114 379 192 8 2 695 6 18 7 0 0 31 726
19.00 153 442 235 10 3 843 12 13 14 0 1 40 883
20.00 147 520 284 16 5 972 7 14 11 0 1 33 1008
21.00 154 438 253 4 4 853 11 12 7 0 0 30 883
22.00 130 416 249 15 2 812 11 22 9 0 0 42 854
23.00 113 389 235 4 0 741 13 17 10 0 0 40 781
24.00 9% 338 219 12 3 666 5 20 10 ] 0 35 701
25.00 85 290 186 10 1 572 9 17 5 0 0 31 603
26.00 95 286 201 9 2 593 7 19 5 0 0 31 624
27.00 111 258 197 5 2 573 9 28 15 0 0 52 625
28.00 108 281 213 11 2 615 10 28 18 (] 0 56 671
29.00 119 273 223 9 3 627 7 21 13 (] 0 41 668
30.00 115 275 210 10 2 612 5 31 13 ] 0 49 661
31.00 90 280 220 10 3 603 10 28 22 0 0 60 663
32.00 86 254 218 9 1 565 15 36 16 [ [ 67 632
33.00 122 287 189 7 3 608 10 43 21 1 0 75 683
34.00 101 285 186 10 3 585 12 31 16 0 1 60 645
35.00 125 284 187 4 3 603 21 38 19 0 2 80 683
36.00 122 267 161 1 558 11 42 19 0 0 72 630
37.00 112 2642 143 12 1 510 12 36 22 (] 0 70 580
38.00 101 214 139 3 [] 457 7 28 17 0 0 52 509
39.00 87 231 130 10 1 459 10 36 20 0 0 66 525
40.00 80 195 116 2 1 394 4 28 21 0 0 53 447
41.00 73 193 84 7 3 360 8 20 14 0 0 42 402
42.00 49 143 95 4 4 295 6 15 12 0 ] 33 328
43.00 66 127 77 4 1 275 3 13 15 1 0 32 307
44 .00 53 120 77 4 1 255 10 20 6 0 0 36 291
45.00 42 95 62 0 1 200 3 13 8 0 0 26 224
46.00 47 73 49 . 0 174 4 9 4 0 0 17 191
47.00 43 53 49 3 2 150 5 7 [ 0 [} 18 168
48.00 30 53 33 0 1 117 6 12 3 0 ] 21 138
49.00 23 51 32 5 0 111 2 8 3 0 0 13 124
50.00 24 93 31 3 1 102 4 7 4 0 [1] 15 117
51.00 28 37 27 0 1 93 0 1 7 0 0 8 101
52.00 21 23 27 0 1 72 3 3 3 0 0 9 8l
53.00 22 27 26 1 0 76 2 3 0 0 0 5 8l
54.00 19 22 23 3 0 67 0 1 4 0 0 5 72
55.00 10 17 18 0 0 495 1 2 3 0 0 6 51
56.00 5 15 19 0 2 41 1 1 2 0 0 4 45
57.00 5 17 15 2 0 39 0 1 0 0 0 1 40
58.00 11 12 9 0 0 32 1 1 1 0 0 3 35
59.00 12 12 11 1 0 36 0 2 0 0 0 2 38
60.00 5 5 5 0 0 15 0 1 0 0 0 1 16
61.00 5 6 4 0 0 15 0 0 0 0 0 0 15
62.00 2 3 2 0 0 7 1 1 0 0 0 2 9
63.00 3 2 3 0 0 10 o 0 1 0 q 1 11
64.00 3 7 6 0 0 16 0 0 (] 0 (] 0 16
65.00 6 2 2 ()] [ 10 0 0 [ 0 [} 0 10
66.00 3 4 3 0 1 11 0 0 ] 0 0 0 11
67.00 1 3 2 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
68.00 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 1 3
69.00 2 2 1 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5
70.00 1 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
71.00 [ 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 ] 1
72.00 1 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
73.00 1 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
74.00 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
75.00 1 0 0 (] 0 1 0 (] (] [} 0 0 1
76.00 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 (] 0 1
77.00 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 ] 0 1
81.00 1 0 e 0 0 1 ] 0 0 0 0 0 1
90.00 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 [ 0 0 1
TOTAL 3249 8593 5510 244 70 | 17666 290 766 435 2 5 1498 | 19164

AVERAGE 32.49 30.2 31.0 31.5 32.7 30.9 33.1 33.8 34.6 38.7 29.2 33.9 31.1




TABLE 10.4  CRIME BY AGE AT COMMITMENT; 19999%5-“ COURT COMMITHENTS

COMMITMENT CRIME l6 YR | 17 YR | 18 YR | 19 YR | 20 YR | 21 YR | 22-24 | 25-29 | 30-3¢ | 35-39 | 40-49 [ 50-59 | 60 + | ToTaL
VIOLENT FELCNY
HURDER 1 s 13 14 20 18 53 56 36 29 19 14 280
az 1.8% 4.6% 5.0% 7.1% 6.4%2 | 18.92 | 20.0z | 12.9% | 10.4% 6.8% 5.0% .7% Poo.o
ATTEMPTED MURDER 0 [ 10 12 14 12 25 26 19 17 24 4 1 169
.0z 3.07 5.9 7.1% 8.3z 7.1%2 | 14.8% | 15.4% | 11.27 | 10.1% | 14.2% 2.4 .6% f100.0%
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST [ 2 12 13 13 7 32 32 20 13 22 9 4 179
oz 1.17% 6.7% 7.37 7.37% 3.92 | 17.9%2 | 17.9% | 11.2% 7.372 | 12.3% 5.0% 2.27 fio0.o0x
RAPE 1ST 1 1 4 4 7 16 29 35 36 20 a8 4 166
.67 .67 2.47 3.6% 2.4% 6.2 9.6z | 24.57 | 22.1z | 21.7% | 12.02 | 4.8% 2.4% [100.0%
ROBBERY 1ST 8 47 73 73 80 72 134 166 114 9% 43 5 1 91
.9% s.22 8.0% 8.0% 8.8% 7.9%2 | 164.72 | 18.2z | 12,52 | 10.3% 4.7% .57 .1% {100.0%
ROBBERY 2ND 21 S0 74 77 86 75 148 143 115 119 59 4 ] 971
2.2 5.1z 7.6% 7.9% 8.9 7.7z | 15.2% | 14.7% | 11.87 | 12.32 6.1 .47 .0% [100.0%
ASSAULT 1ST 2 15 27 23 16 17 50 58 36 35 26 17 1 323
6% 4.6% 8.4% 7.1% 5.0 5.3%2 | 15.8% | 18.0z | 11.1% | 10.8% 8.0 5.3% .3% (100.0%
ASSAULT 2ND 2 16 27 24 26 27 64 81 62 58 63 17 4 471
.47 3.6% 5.77 5.1% §.52 | 5.772 | 13.6z | 17,2z | 13.22 | 12.37 | 13.4% 3.6% .8% |100.0%
BURGLARY 1ST 1 1 6 7 17 22 18 14 22 1 [] 138
77 3.6% 1.4% 9.4% | 11.6% 5.1z | 12.3%z | 15.9% | 13.02 | 10.12 | 15.9%7 7% «0% J1g0.0%
BURGLARY 2ND e 12 ] 26 44 49 95 137 134 112 9% 20 1 753
.5% 1.67 3.3% 3.57 5.87 6.52 | 12.67 | 18.27 | 17.8% | 164.9% | 12.5% 2.72 2% hoo.oz
ARSON  1ST,2ND 0 0 [ 2 1 1 5 4 7 6 7 1 1 35
.0 .07, 0% 5.7% 2.97 2.9% | 14.32 | 11.4Z | 20.0z | 17.1% | 20.02 | 2.9% 2.9% l1o00.0%
soooHy 1T 0 2 2 s 5 3 10 17 26 21 27 10 4 132
0% 1.5% 1.5% 3.8% 3.8% 2.3% 7.67% | 12.9% | 19.7% | 15.9% | 20.52 7.6% 3.0% |100.0%
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 0 2 6 8 9 6 20 33 42 37 63 29 13 268
.oz .77 2.27 3.02 3.4% 2.2z 7.57% | 12.3% | 15.7%2 | 13.8% | 23.5% | 10.8% 4.9% |100.0%
WEAPONS OFFENSES 5 14 19 31 57 33 105 104 74 46 28 11 2 529
.97 2.67 3.6% 5.9% | 10.87 6.2%2 | 19.87% | 19.7%2 | 16.0% 8.7 5.3% 2.1 .4% [1r00.0%
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 0 1 1 [ 0 4 o | 11 5 8 4 ] [ 38
Y3 2.67 2.6% 0% .07 | 10.57% | 10.5% | 28.9% | 13.2% | 21.1% | 10.85% .07 .0Z |100.0%
OTHER VIGLENT
FELONIES 0 0 0 [ 1 0 2 1 2 1 [ 0 [ 7
.0% N V3 .07 0% | 14.32 .0% | 28.6% | 14.3%Z | 28.6% | 14.3% .0% .0% .0Z J100.0%
5369
SUBTOTAL 45 177 295 327 392 338 780 915 745 66 | s21 150 38
K:Y4 3.3% 5.5 6.1% 7.3% 6.3 | 14.5% | 17.02 | 13,97 | 12.02 9.7% 2.87 .77 |r00.0%
ITHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 0 1 1 3 s 6 8 12 9 14 3 4 2 73
.a% 1.4% 1.62 | 4.1z | .87z | 8.2z | 11.0z | 16.4% | 12.3% | 19.2z | 11.0%2 | s.5% 2.77 [100.0%
OTHER HOMICIDE [ [ 0 2 2 2 10 11 3 7 7 1 [ 4s
N7 .0 .07 4.47 4.47 4.7 | 22.2%2 | 24.4% 6.7% | 15.67% | 15.6% 2.2% .0% |100.0%
ROBBERY 3RD 5 16 16 18 30 19 55 69 102 90 51 5 [] 476
1.1% 3.47 3.47 3.8% 6.3% 4.07 | 11.6Z | 164.57 | 21.4% | 18.9% | 10.7% 1.1% .07 |100.0%
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 0 4 s 7 6 8 20 52 36 22 24 7 1 192
.0% 2.1% 2.6% 3.6% 3.1% 4.27Z | 10,4z | 27.1% | 18.8% | 11.57 | 12.5% 3.6% .57 |100.0%
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 1 [ 2 5 9 11 29 42 56 39 43 17 6 260
.47 .0% .87 1.97 3.5% 4.2%2 | 11.2% | 16.2%2 | 21.5% | 15,02 | 16.5% 6.5% 2.3z jlo0.0%
OTHER  COERCIVE 0 6 18 15 285 28 73 98 107 67 61 11 0 509
.0 1.2% 3.5% 2.97 4.97 5.5%2 | 16.32 | 19.32 | 21.02 | 13.2% | 12.0% 2.2% .0z [100.0%
SUBTOTAL 6 27 42 50 77 74 195 286 313 239 194 45 9 ;43588
Sl L 2.7z | 3.2z | s.0z | .8z | 12,57 | 18.3% | 20.1% | 15.4% | 12,52 | 2.97 .67 |100.0%
DRUG SALE 10 s7 100 ‘197 249 237 692 | 1022 | 1168 | 1055 | 1084 232 35 °°93
.27 .97 1.6% 3.2z 4.1% 3.9% | 11.3% | 16.6% | 19.2% | 17.32 | 17.32 3.8% .6z |100.0%
DRUG POSSESSION 3 29 59 85 122 115 388 s28 413 298 277 88 18 2423
17 1.2% 2.47 3.57% 5.0% 4.7% | 16.0% | 21.8Z | 17.0Z | 12.3% | 11.4Z 3.6% .77 jr00.0%
SUBTOTAL 13 86 159 282 371 352 1080 1540 1581 1353 1331 320 53 | 8521
.27 1.0% 1.9 3.3% 4.97% @.1% | 12.7%z | 18.1% | 18.6%Z | 15.9% | 15.6% 3.8% .67z |100.0%
'ROPERTY AND OTHER
BURGLARY 3RD 2 14 31 42 0 43 72 113 200 188 137 19 1 902
.2% 1.6% 3.47 4.77 4.47% 4.8% 8.0% | 12.57 | 22.2% | 20.8Z | 15.2% 2.1% .17 |100.0%
GRAND  LARCENY 1 1 10 22 15 13 50 101 120 138 115 31 2 619
.2z .27 1.6% 3.6% 2.47 2.1z 8.1z | 16.3% | 19,4z | 22,37 | 18,62 5.0% .3% [100.07
FORGERY [ 1 3 6 4 9 32 47 78 62 60 12 0 314
.0% .37 1.07 1.9% 1.32 2.9%2 | 10.2% | 15.0% | 2¢.8% | 19.7% | 19.12 3.8% .0% [100.0%
STOLEN PROPERTY 0 S 7 18 14 14 30 50 70 49 33 8 2 300
.z 1.7 2.3% 6.07 4.77 .77 | 10,07 } 16.77 | 23.3%2 | 16.372 | 11.0% 2.77 .7% l100.0%
DRIVE INTOXICATED 0 ° 0 0 3 1 13 61 98 163 136 49 10 534
.07 .07 .07 .07 Ny .2% 2.4% | 11.4Z | 18.4% | 30.5Z | 25.5% 9.2% 1.9% [100.0%
ALL OTHER FELONIES 3 1 6 10 13 11 45 75 78 89 93 27 3 454
77 .2z 1.3 2.27 2.9% 2.6% 9.9%2 | 16.5% | 17.2% | 19.6% | 20.5% 5.9% .77 lr00.0%
SUBTOTAL 6 22 57 9L 89 91 242 447 644 689 574 146 18 3123
.27 7% 1.8% 3.17 2.8% 2.9% 7.7% | 14.3%2 | 20.6% | 22.1% | 18.4% 4,7% .6% [100.0%
YCUTHFUL OFFENDBER 28 11§ 163 121 66 27 34 2 1 '] 0 ] ] 557
§.0% | 20.6%Z | 29.3% | 21.7% | 11.8% 4.87 6.1% Ny 2% oz .0% .07 9% 1100.0%
JUVENILE OFFENDER 1 4 10 5 10 1 [ 3 0 [} [ [ ] 39
2.6% | 10.3% | 25.6% | 12.8% | 25.62 2.6% | 12.8% 7.7% .0% .oz .07 .0% 9% |y00.0%
SUBTOTAL 29 119 173 126 76 28 39 [ 1 [] ] 0 ] 59
4.97 | 20.07 | 29.0% | 21.1% | 12.8x %.7% 6.5% .8% .2% N 73 .0% .0z <9% 30007
RAND TOTAL 99 431 726 883 1005 883 2336 3191 3284 2927 2620 661 118 | 191604
.5% 2.2% 3.87 4.6% 5.27% 4.6% | 12,2z | 16,77 | 17.1% | 15.3%2 | 13.7% 3.47 .6Z l100.0%
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1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

COMMITMENT CRIME 1996 1997
MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL
NUMBER |AVERAGE NUMBER |AVERAGE NUMBER |AVERAGE NUMBER |AVERAGE NUMBER |AVERAGE NUMBER |AVERAGE
VIOLENT FELCNY :
MURDER 352 29.3 16 32.4 368 29.4 337 28.2 16 29.1 353 28.3
ATTEMPTED MURDER 201 27.7 3 34.7 204 27.8 214 28.3 3 39.1 217 28.49
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 210 30.1 14 32.4 224 30.2 213 28.8 11 31.4 224 29.0
RAPE 1ST 184 33.6 1 33.0 185 33.5 188 33.9 0 . 188 33.9
ROBBERY 1ST 1196 25.8 37 28.7 1233 25.9 1073 25.5 36 28.5 1109 25.6
ROBBERY 2ND 1124 26.2 55 28.1 1179 26.3 984 26.3 49 30.1 1033 26.5
ASSAULT 18T 262 29.2 21 28.5 283 29.2 276 28.9 22 29.6 298 28.9
ASSAULT 2ND 343 29.7 37 29.9 380 29.7 370 29.5 27 30.2 397 29.5
BURGLARY 1ST 129 29.2 7 .30.7 136 29.2 157 29.0 9 28.1 166 28.9
BURGLARY 2ND 871 30.5 35 31.6 906 30.6 756 30.4 30 31.4 786 30.5
ARSON 1ST,2ND a5 33.2 4 37.5 49 33.5 34 30.5 8 37.4 42 31.9
sopoMy 1ST 127 35.1 2 39.7 129 35.1 99 36.0 0 . 99 36.0
SEX.AB-1ST,Ag.2 196 35.2 3 26.6 199 35.1 199 33,7 1 38.0 200 33.7
WEAPONS OFFENSES 624 27.4 9 31.3 633 27.4 656 27.7 4 34.1 660 27.7
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 67 29.5 6 33.6 73 29.8 50 28.7 2 29.4 52 28.7
OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES 4 25.0 0 4 25.0 3 23.8 [} . 3 23.8
TOTAL 5935 28.5 250 30.2 6185 28.5 5609 28.3 218 30.4 5827 28.4
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 54 30.6 10 31.6 64 30.8 68 31.9 13 36.0 81 32.6
OTHER HOMICIDE 37 30.3 5 26.2 42 29.8 39 32.0 8 29.9 47 ©31.7
ROBBERY 3RD 529 28.8 23 31.1 552 28.9 502 28.9 20 32.3 522 29.1
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 141 30.4 14 32.5 185 30.6 183 31.1 19 32.5 202 31.3
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 196 35.0 1 30.9 197 35.0 212 35.5 2 26.3 214 35.4
OTHER  COERCIVE 451 30.6 28 35.7 479 30.9 433 30.5 20 35.7 453 30.8
TOTAL 1408 30.5 81 32.7 1489 30.6 1437 30.9 82 33.4 1519 31.0
DRUG OFFENSES
DRUG SALE 6516 32.1 931 33.5 7447 32.3 6347 32.1 882 34.2 7229 ° 32.3
DRUG POSSESSION 2166 30.6 229 32.3 2395 30.7 2314 30.4 260 32.8 2574 30.6
TOTAL 8682 31.7 1160 33.3 9842 31.9 8661 31.6 1142 33.9 9803 31.9
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 994 31.5 21 30.8 1015 31.5 940 31.7 29 31.8 969 31.7
GRAND . LARCENY 607 32.7 78 36.9 685 33.2 6la 33.5 83 37.5 697 34.0
FORGERY ) 208 32.8 50 35.2 258 33.3 211 36.0 57 34.2 268 34.0
STOLEN PROPERTY 473 30.1 27 31.3 500 30.1 388 30.1 20 35. 408 30.4
DRIVE INTOXICATED 290 38.2 8 37.6 298 38.1 374 38.1 11 38.49 385 38.1
ALL .OTHER FELONIES 256 34.5 13 33.4 269 34.4 349 35.3 16 37.3 365 35.4
TOTAL 2828 32.6 197 34.9 3028 32.7 2876 33.3 216 35.7 3092 33.5
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE _
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 488 18.8 18 19.3 506 18.8 495 18.8 23 18.9 518 18.8
JUVENILE OFFENDER 140 18.5 5 18.1 145 18.5 w2 18.1 1 16.8 43 18.1
TOTAL 628 18.7 23 19.1 651 18.7 537 18.8 24 18.8 561 18.8
GRAND TOTAL 19481 30.3 1711 32.8 21192 30.5 19120 30.5 le82 33.4 20802 30.7

(continued
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AND YEAR RECEIVED; 1996-1999 NEW COURT COMMITMENTS

COMMITMENT CRIME 1998 1999
MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL
NUMBER |AVERAGE | NUMBER |AVERAGE | NUMBER [AVERAGE | NUMBER |AVERAGE | NUMBER |AVERAGE | NUMBER |AVERAGE
VIOLENT FELONY
NURDER 297 29.2 7 36.9 3064 29.3 270 29.0 10 30.6 280 29.1
ATTEHPTED MURDER 169 28.3 2 21.8 171 28.2 162 29.5 7 28.6 169 29.5
MANSLAUGHTER 1ST 172 30.8 17 29.3 189 30.6 161 29.8 18 34.4 179 30.3
RAPE 1ST 172 33.5 0 ) 172 33.5 165 33.3 1 32.4 166 33.3
ROBBERY 1ST 957 26.0 32 28.4 985 26.1 885 26.3 25 29.1 910 26.4
ROBBERY 2ND 889 26.2 42 28.6 931 26.4 933 26.4 38 311 971 26.6
ASSAULT 1IST 270 27.8 21 30.7 291 28.0 294 28.8 29 28.1 323 28.8
ASSAULT 2ND 394 28.5 26 30.7 420 28.7 426 30.4 45 29.4 471 30.3
BURGLARY 1ST 120 30.0 6 3.1 126 30.0 136 28.9 2 41.2 138 29.1
BURGLARY 2ND 758 31.0 3 32.0 792 31.0 719 30.6 34 29.6 753 30.5
ARSON  1ST,2ND 26 31.7 7 3.7 33 3.7 30 32.8 5 37.7 35 33.5
SODOMY  1ST 98 35.4 0 . 98 35.4 130 35.7 2 33.8 132 35.6
SEX.AB-15T,Ag.2 245 34.9 4 27.3 249 34.8 262 37.2 6 27.7 268 37.0
WEAPONS OFFENSES 574 28.3 8 30.8 582 28.3 519 27.4 10 30.4 529 27.8
KIDNAPPING 1ST,2ND 39 3.2 3 28.3 42 310 33 3.2 5 27.1 38 30.6
OTHER VIOLENT
FELONIES e 30.0 0 , 4 30.0 7 27.9 0 ; 7 27.9
TOTAL 5184 28.7 209 30.1 5393 28.8 5132 29.0 237 30.2 5369 29.1
OTHER COERCIVE
MANSLAUGHTER 2ND 62 29.5 9 37.1 7n 30.5 66 32.6 7 3.8 73 32.5
OTHER HOMICIDE 30 3150 3 26.7 33 30.6 35 30.7 10 335 45 31.3
ROBBERY 3RD 475 28.4 21 2.4 496 28.6 444 29.9 32 33.4 476 30.2
ATT ASSAULT 2ND 181 31.0 16 3.5 197 31.3 180 30.7 12 36.0 192 31.1
OTHER SEX OFFENSES 263 35.0 1 33.9 266 3500 255 36.2 5 36.6 260 3.3
OTHER  COERCIVE 427 30.4 32 338 459 30.6 469 29.9 40 35.4 509 0.3
TOTAL 1438 30.6 82 33.7 1520 30.8 1449 30.9 106 34.5 1555 3.2
DRUG OFFENSES
DRUG SALE 5916 32.0 781 35.6 6697 32.4 5440 32.4 658 35.2 6098 32.7
DRUG POSSESSION 2165 30.7 220 3301 2385 2.0 2209 30.4 216 338 2423 0.7
TOTAL 8081 31.7 1001 35.0 9082 32.0 7649 31.9 872 36.8 8521 32.2
PROPERTY AND OTHER
OFFENSES
BURGLARY 3RD 847 31.4 25 33.4 872 31.5 878 31.9 264 36.2 902 32.0
GRAND  LARCENY 580 33.6 73 37.3 653 3.0 518 33.3 101 37.5 619 34.0
FORGERY 189 33.4 69 35.9 258 34.1 250 34.0 64 33.7 314 34.0
STOLEN PROPERTY 310 30.6 12 34.0 322 30.7 284 30.9 16 34.9 200 3101
DRIVE INTOXICATED 358 38.3 20 39.0 378 38.3 516 38.8 18 40.2 534 38.8
ALL OTHER FELONIES 385 33.8 16 34.2 401 33.8 434 3.2 20 36.4 454 34.3
TOTAL 2669 33.2 215 36.1 2884 33.4 2880 33.8 243 36.3 3123 4.0
YOUTHFUL/JUVENILE
YOUTHFUL OFFENDER 536 18.8 35 19.0 571 18.8 517 19.2 40 19.0 557 19.2
JUVENILE OFFENDER a6 18.6 1 1a.9 o7 18.6 39 20.3 0 ) 39 20.3
TOTAL 582 18.8 36 19.0 518 18.8 556 19.2 40 19.0 596 19.2
GRAND TOTAL 17954 30.5 1563 36.1 | 19497 30.8 | 17666 30.9 1498 33.9 | 19164 31.1
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Average Age at Admission by Crime and Race/Ethnic Status

Whites committed in 1999 for violent felony crimes were older (average age 31.7
years) than either African-Americans (average age 28.2 years) or Hispanics (average age 28.7
years) committed for violent crimes (see Table 10.6). Whites were also older than African
Americans or Hispanics among other coercive offenders and drug offenders. Among property
offenders committed in 1999 blacks (34.7 years) were older than whites (33.6 years) or Hispanics
(33.6 years).

Trends in Age at Commitment

Offenders committed in 1999 were seven months older (average age 31.1) than
those committed in 1996 (average age 30.5) (see Table 10.7). Between 1996 and 1999 the percent
of commitments that were 25 to 29 years of age declined from 19% to 17%, while commitments
that were between 35 and 59 years of age increased from 28% to 32%.
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