
T
IM

E
L

IN
E

 O
F

 E
V

E
N

T
S

D
A

T
E

 A
N

D
 P

A
P

E
R

D
E

S
C

R
IP

T
IO

N

"P
lans w

ould bolster jails' m
ental health service"

S
unday T

elegram
-3/11/79

G
ubernatorial com

m
ission reports need for 

$628,000 to m
eet the needs of the estim

ated
30%

 of inm
ates w

ho have m
ental health problem

s

S
uicide in D

O
C

 m
ental health unit - civil suit

1998, C
ivil N

o.00-212-B
-K

R
onald P

elletier suicide on m
ental health unit

on 10-3-98, results in law
 suit claim

ing inadequate
treatm

ent and violation of 8th am
endm

ent.

"S
tate defends treatm

ent of m
entally ill in 

K
enn. Journal 11-29-00

Inm
ate at K

ennebec C
ounty jails claim

s poor
county jails"

treatm
ent of inm

ates w
ith m

ental illness.  Jail 
says, w

e are understaffed and trying to house
40 inm

ates w
ith m

ental illness.

"Increasing problem
s create dangerous 

Lew
iston S

un Journal-4/9/00
S

everal fam
ilies talk about police use of 

situations for officers"
deadly force that killed their children.  1998 - 
M

ichael S
earles son killed after incident involving

alcohol; C
om

m
issioner of D

M
H

 quoted:  "M
y 

w
hole m

ission is to do som
ething about these

kinds of com
pelling issues."  1-24-00 shooting

death of S
idney D

unton - 

"A
s services decline, Jails deal w

ith m
ore

P
ortland P

ress H
erald-6/8/00

C
um

berland county spends $200,000 a year on 
m

ental illness.  
m

ental health services because of grow
ing

num
ber of m

entally ill and suicidal inm
ates.  

E
ven so, it's inadequate and the state should pay

m
ore of a role than they do.

"T
hrow

ing aw
ay the key"

B
angor D

aily N
ew

s 12-1-00
N

ew
 prison described "concept of new

 pods and
focus on efficiency in handling inm

ates.  966 beds
O

ld prison w
ith 440 inm

ates is full.

"P
robationers toe the line or else"

K
enn. Journal 12-17-00

1,600 people on probation in kenn, franklin,
knox, and S

om
erset.  C

aseloads over 140, w
ith

need to see 60 or m
ore a day.

"S
uperm

ax suicide under review
"

B
angor D

aily N
ew

s 2-11-00
Jam

es T
hom

as, 18, com
m

itted suicide by hanging



w
hile in solitary confinem

ent.  

"C
ruel and U

nusual:  D
oes the superm

ax
M

aine T
im

es 8-16-00
T

reatm
ent at the superm

ax described and
m

istreat the m
entally ill

decried.

"M
ay Jailers feel m

y pain
K

enn. Journal 11-16-00
Letter to the editor from

 w
idow

 of D
arren

C
ham

berlain w
hose husband died in the

K
enn. C

ty. Jail Lack of access to m
edications

is blam
ed.

"D
ead inm

ate's fam
iy m

ulls law
suit"

A
ssociated P

ress 11-8-00
Leroy H

am
pton, Jr. age 25, died at the 

A
ndroscoggin C

ounty Jail.  F
am

ily claim
s pleas

for hospitalization w
ere ignored.

"Inm
ate leaps to his death"

B
angor D

aily N
ew

s 1-2-01
M

aine state prison inm
ate places tape over his

m
outh, a clothespn over his nose and

jum
ps from

 craft room
 w

indow
.  D

eath ruled a
suicide.

"S
uite alleges death w

as w
rongful"

B
D

N
 1-20-01

P
olice shooting of m

entally ill m
an alleges dis-

regard of Jerzy S
idor's rights.

"Inm
ate uprising at jail quelled"

A
ssociated P

ress 2-6-01
R

iot at Y
ork county jail is blam

ed on overcrow
ding

T
he day of the riot there w

ere 116 inm
ates in 

a jail designed for 58.  A
nother 25 inm

ates
are housed at other jails, and 25 low

 risk
offenders are m

onitored in the com
m

unity.
Y

ork county D
A

 calls the ram
page a w

ake up call

"N
o vacancy sign still hangs at county jails"

K
enn. Journal 3-18-01

S
kow

hegan jail overcrow
ded and guards 

w
ork 12 hour shifts alone.  T

he 45 bed 
jail is frequently 20 inm

ates over capacity.

"Law
m

aker seeks review
 of superm

ax policies"
B

angor D
aily N

ew
s 3-25-01

L.D
. 1330 seeks exam

nation of how
 inm

ates are 
treated at the m

ax.

"E
xcessive jail term

 prom
pts inquiry at B

angor
B

D
N

 3-25-01
Inm

ate is held 2 m
onths beyond release date

facility"
inadvertently.  R

eview
 suggested.  



"S
heriff backs juvenile faciity in S

kow
hegan"

B
D

N
 4-18-01

N
ew

 building needed for juveniles as w
ell as

11.6 m
illion to rennovate existing adult facility

C
urrent jail has been cited for safety deficiencies

"officials consider options for som
erset county

B
D

N
 4-12-01

A
 new

 jail could cost up to 74,000 per bed.  B
ut 

jail"
alm

ost double the num
ber of inm

ates are in
it than it w

as built to hold.  Illness runs ram
pant

in the delapidated jail.  A
 chart show

s that 7
of M

aine's 15 jails are over census.

"N
um

bers of arrests up for girls in M
aine"

B
D

N
 - 5-8-01

M
aine arrested nearly 40%

 m
ore girls last year

than a decade earlier.

"B
angor hom

e invader shot by police, indicted"
B

D
N

 5-11-01
m

entally ill m
an in critical condition after

being shot follow
ing tw

o hom
e invasiions.

charged police officer w
ith a stake.

""N
eighborhood in crisis:  fear and m

ental illness
T

im
es R

ecord 5-31-01
M

entally ill m
an stabs pet dog after being

collide in B
ow

doinham
"

released from
 hospital as not dangerous.  

R
esidents now

 arm
ed.

"K
nox C

ounty inm
ate com

m
its suicide"

B
D

N
 6-5-01

B
arbara Luszczki hung herslef after being

sentenced to 5 years.

""W
aldo county jail inm

ates m
ight bunk in the

K
enn. Journal 6-30-01

D
esigned to hold 17 inm

ates, jail holds 42.  M
any

kitchen"
of the inm

ates have m
ental health conditions

and drug problem
s w

hich exacerbate the problem

"S
upervisor resigns in afterm

ath of jail riot"
P

P
H

 7-26-01
D

isturbance attributed to overcrow
ding, incorrect

inm
ate classifications, lack of sufficient outdoor

recreation, inadequate supervision, and
insufficient staffing and security.

""Y
ork C

ounty jail to add officers"
P

P
H

 7-14-01
58 beds, 12 position vacancies, adding a 
m

odular unit w
ith 30 beds due to over crow

ding

"T
reatm

ent lacking for m
entally prisoners"

B
D

N
 7-16-01

O
nly 1/5th of inm

ates in state prisons w
ho are



m
entally ill are getting help according to

Justice D
epartm

ent.  S
tates w

ith the m
ost

inm
ates getting help include M

aine.

"B
elfast m

ulls county jail m
ove"

B
D

N
 7-25-01

C
ounty spends 600-700 dollars a night  boarding

prisoners in other couty jails.

"S
tudy faults state's spending priorities

P
P

H
 7-27-01

M
aine spends m

illions on consequences of
on juvenile crim

e"
juvenile crim

e but little to prevent it.  
$49,000 a year on each of the 250 inm

ates
at the youth center and $32 m

illion to build
new

 correctional facilities in S
. P

ortland and
C

harleston.

"S
tate cites problem

s at old jal"
B

D
N

 8-2-01
S

om
erset county jail can no longer accept

fem
ales and m

ust install a fire-rated door, 
along w

ith additional item
s that fail to m

eet
inspection requirem

ents.  O
vercrow

ded,
understaffed, and doesn't m

eet safety codes.

"Illegal im
m

igrants arrested, half freed for
P

P
H

 8-2-01
60 arrests over the w

ekend, 23 w
ent to 

lack of jail cells"
cum

berland cty jail 7 to piscataquis, rest 
released.

"Y
outh center still falls short of reahbilitative

P
P

H
 8-6-01

editorial urges legislature to create needed
standards"

program
s due to deficiencies.

"S
tabbing probe begun at M

aine S
tate P

rison"
B

D
N

 8-9-01
T

w
o m

en in ad. S
eg unit at the superm

ax
involved in stabbing.

Y
ork C

ounty accepts bid to build jail"
P

P
H

 8-10-01
N

ew
 jail is needed because # of beds is 56, usual 

occupancy is 100.  C
ost:  $17.7 m

illion.

B
oss testifies nurse hostile on prison job

B
D

N
 8-16-01

S
uit against prison health services claim

s 
nurse w

as fired from
 northern m

aine juvenile
correctional faciliity for seeking better services.

W
om

an aw
arded $200,000:  nurse at prison

B
D

N
 8-17-01

P
rison H

ealth S
ervices found to have illegally



fired w
rongfully, jury says.

fired nurse.

"C
ounty jails considering consolidation"

B
D

N
 8-21-01

C
ounty jails concerned about staff shortages -call

the problem
 serious and due to get w

orse. 
C

um
berland and york county have biggest 

problem
.  Joining forces m

ight help.

"Island ire hits sheriff's office.  
K

enn. Journal 8-26-01
V

inalhaven police officer had to release a
m

an because the local sheriff couldn't send
help.

N
A

M
I Jail survey

1-S
ep

15 jails surveyed.  M
ost report unable to access

psychiatric hospital beds for inm
ates w

ho need
them

.

"T
ask force needs m

ore data on sharing costs"
B

D
N

 10-4-01
K

nox C
ounty developing fee for service plan

for jail and police costs.  

"O
fficials explain release of suspect"

P
P

H
 10-19-01

M
entally ill suspect in death of cab driver

w
as released even though charges w

ere pending
S

pent tim
e at superm

ax, transferred from
 jail

for threatening to kill people.

"A
ccused killer fell through the cracks"

B
D

N
 10-20-01

Inm
ate w

ith history of m
ental illness released 

because of breakdow
n in com

m
unications.

"Lessons from
 JD

's case:  w
here do w

e stand
M

aine B
ar Journal F

all 01
P

sychotic 12 year old details the court's 
w

ith m
entally ill juveniles"

poor handling of m
entally ill juveniles in term

s of
placem

ent.

"C
ounties ponder joining forces on jail

P
P

H
 10-19-01

Lincoln and S
agadahoc county m

ay
collaborate on building a new

 jail.  Lincoln county 
jail built to hold 12, averages 30

"C
ounties crisis:  jails becom

e the new
P

P
H

 11-4-2001
O

verview
 of increase of people w

ith m
ental 

state hospitals"
illness in jal.  C

um
berland county says

35%
 of inm

ates are receiving treatm
ent.



"M
aine prisons filling up w

ith m
entally ill"

B
D

N
 11-5-01

O
fficial says state's jails serving role 

hospitals played in the past.  

"M
an held at jail tries suicide after failing to

P
P

H
 11-14-01

Larry A
lexander found hanging by another inm

ate.
m

ake bail"

"C
ounty R

x: Inm
ates pay ow

n bills"
C

ourier G
azette 11-15-01

K
nox C

ounty jail w
ill no longer pay for m

edical
services for inm

ates w
ho com

e to the jail
w

ith pre-existing conditions.

"U
.S

. D
istrict C

ourt - M
aine.  C

ole vs. Y
ork C

ty
11-17-201

P
sychotic m

an held for 5 days in restraint
S

heriff etal
w

ithout toilet facilities at Y
ork C

ounty jail.

C
om

m
ittee to study the needs of persons

12/19/01
R

eport released calling for reform
.

w
ith m

ental illness w
ho are incarcerated

"Lim
its on inm

ates m
ail prom

pty prison
B

D
N

 11-20-01
P

rison m
inistry sues for ability to send m

ail 
m

inistry to sue state"
to inm

ates.

"N
eighborhood evacuted in standoff - B

angor
B

D
N

 11-24-25-01
A

lcohol involved w
ith m

an barricaded in
m

an threatened to kill him
self"

house in B
angor.

"R
eport: Lincoln, S

agadahoc need jail"
W

aterville S
entinel 2-29-02

R
eport recom

m
ends that Lincoln and S

agadahoc
spend $17 m

illion on a new
 jail.

"S
tudying m

ental illness and incarceration"
B

D
N

 - 4-18-02
op ed regarding needs in M

aine's jails and
prisons and outcom

es from
 legislative study.

"Jail supervision fails to prevent inm
ate suicide"

K
enn. Journal 4-12-02

Jason R
ozw

ell suicide leads to call for 
additonal services in M

aine's jails and also
calls for an independent review

 of the death.

""M
an incom

petent to stand trial"
P

P
H

 4-12-02
D

erek W
ilhelm

sen is m
entally unable to assist 

in his ow
n defense for killing of cab driver.

"M
other:  suicide w

arning ignored"
B

D
N

 4-12-02
M

other of Jason R
ozw

ell claim
s she begged

for help for her suicidal son prior to his death
at the K

enn. C
ounty jail.



"inm
ate protest sparks new

 prison lockdow
n"

B
D

N
 4-9-02

100 inm
artes have been locked dow

n 23 hrs/
day due to a protest staged over clothing rules
at the new

 prison.

"D
A

 gets police report on suicide"
K

enn. Journal 5-4-02
P

olice report re: suicide com
plete, no details

released.

"C
ounty jail pact provides m

odel for entire
K

enn. Journal 5-3-02
editorial calls state agreem

ent w
ith penobscot

state"
county jail a m

odel for the state.

"P
olice put new

 w
eapon to test"

P
P

H
 5-3-02

W
illiam

 K
night shot w

ith beanbag - P
ortland

police's new
 nonlethal rounds.  

"Jail suicide called avoidable"
K

enn Journal 5-8-02
police find that death of Jason R

ozell w
as

avoiable.

"S
afety oversight in jails variable"

K
enn. Journal 5-9-02

W
ide gaps in the quality ofjails is reported

by director of pretrial services in W
ashington

D
C

.  R
eport show

s that nationally, jails are
less crow

ded and dow
n to 90%

 occupancy.

"C
um

berland sheriff suspends guard"
K

enn. Journal 5-9-02
C

orrections officer suspended for sm
uggling 

heroin and tobacco into jail.

"S
tate investigated suicide at new

 prison in
K

enn. Journal 5-10-02
P

olice are investigating the suicide death of
W

arren"
A

dam
 D

upuis, w
ho hanged him

self on the
m

ental health unit and died later at P
en. B

ay
hospital.

"P
rison guard accused of assaulting inm

ate"
B

D
N

 5-11-02
kevin P

rocehcner, 20, claim
s he w

as
assaulted by a correctional officer

"Inm
ate dies in C

um
berland C

ounty Jail"
W

M
T

W
 radio new

s 5-13-02
B

rian W
hitehouse died S

unday w
hile in custody. 

C
um

berland C
ounty jail.  C

ause of death 
drug overdose.

"Inm
ate found dead in suspected suicide at

W
M

T
W

 new
s 6-3-02

Lee C
ham

bers, 27, w
as found hanging by a sheet 

W
aldo C

ounty Jail"
on S

aturday.  C
ham

bers w
as in jail for 



violating his probation by consum
ing

alcohol.
"Inm

ate hangs self w
ith sheet in cell:

B
D

N
 6-3-02

Lee C
ham

bers hanging w
as second suicide

2nd incident
incident in 48 hours.  T

hursday jail staff found
stash of m

edications being horded by another
inm

ate w
ho planned to com

m
it suicide

"M
ore state prisoners arrested after release"

B
D

N
 6-3-02

R
ecidivism

 rates are up nationw
ide.  67%

 of
form

er inm
ates released from

 state prison
in 1994 w

ere arrested again w
ithin 3 years,

up from
 62%

 just a year earlier.  3 year study
found highest rearrest rates am

ong those w
ho had

been incarcerated for stealing cars, stealing
other stolen property, or larceny.  C

om
m

ent:
need to shift from

 tougher sentencing to rehab.
"Y

ork C
ounty S

heriff suggests inm
ate visitation

K
J 6-4-02

T
o avoid exchange of contraband, sheriff 

by video"
w

ants to spend $100,000 for video conference
equipm

ent so that there is no contact betw
een

inm
ates and visitors.

"D
rugs drive sharp rise in prison population"

P
P

H
 6-11-02

T
he state's new

 prison, built to handle grow
th

for the next ten years is full as are jails.  O
ne

of the causes is the grow
th in drug related

arrests and incerations.
"H

ealth S
ervices for P

risons F
aulted"

P
P

H
 6-15-02

D
escribes gaps and problem

s in the health
care of inm

ates in the M
aine S

tate P
rison

faulting prison health services.
"Inm

ate dies at W
aldo C

ounty Jail"
W

M
T

W
 new

s 7-9-02
54 year old John S

tew
ard died M

onday by hanging
w

ith clothing in his holding cell.  
"H

anging death in S
om

erset jail probably suicide"
K

enn. Journal 7-29-02
Jospeh H

ayes, 20, died of an apparent suicide in
his cell.  T

he suicide w
as the 5th this year

to occur in jails and prisons in M
aine.

"Judge to decide on release of jail suicide report"
K

enn. Journal 8/31/02
K

.J. has sued for release of D
O

C
 report on 

suicide of Jason R
ozw

ell.  Judge w
ill decide.

"P
enobscot county inm

ate hangs self"
B

angor daily new
s 9-2-02

G
ardener W

halen hanged him
self M

onday - the
6th suicide in the state's corrections facilities

"S
econd death in as m

any days reported at 
this year.

P
enobscot C

ounty Jail.
W

M
T

W
 N

ew
s 9-4-02

B
ruce H

anson died from
 alcohol w

ithdraw
al

seizures in his cell.  H
e w

as a transient arrested
for crim

inal trespassing held at the jail because



he couldn't m
ake $10 bail.


