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comprising  the  social  history  sub-score,  one  of  which  is  used  to  produce  the  criminal  history  sub-score  (see
Table  2  for  PACT  domains  by  assessment  type).  Each  of  the  12  domains  has  a  risk  score  and  most  have  a
protective  score.
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�3�U�H���6�F�U�H�H�Q �)�X�O�O���$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W

�' �R�P�D�L�Q���� �' �R�P�D�L�Q���1�D�P�H �' �R�P�D�L�Q���� �' �R�P�D�L�Q���1�D�P�H

1 Record  of  Referrals 1 Record  of  Referrals

2 Social  History 2 Gender

3 Mental  Health 3A School  History

4 Attitude/Behavior  Indicators 3B Current  School  Status

      4A Historic  Use  of  Free  Time

      4B Current  Use  of  Free  Time

      5A Employment  History

      5B Current  Employment

      6A History  of  Relationships

      6B Current  Relationships

      7A Family  History

      7B Current  Living  Arrangements

      8A Alcohol  and  Drug  History

      8B Current  Alcohol  and  Drugs

      9A Mental  Health  History

      9B Current  Mental  Health

      10 Attitudes/Behaviors

      11 Aggression

      12 Skills

Note.  Pre-Screen  does  not  contain  all  relevant  items  to  create  ACE  scores,  which  are  present  in  the  Current  Living  Arrangements  domain
of  the  Full  Assessment.

The  PACT  is  heavily  adapted  from  the  validated  Washington  State  Juvenile  Court  Assessment  (WSJCA),
which  has  been  in  use  since  1998  (Washington  State  Institute  for  Public  Policy,  2004).  The  FDJJ,  together
with  a  private  vendor,  used  the  WSJCA  as  a  guide  and  altered  questions  to  reflect  terminology  used  in
Florida,  and  added  questions  related  to  mental  health,  depression,  and  suicide.  The  process  used  was  similar
to  that  used  to  develop  the  Youth  Assessment  and  Screening  Instrument  (YASI),  which  is  also  based  on  the
Washington  model  (Orbis  Partners,  2000).  The  PACT  has  domains  and  formatting  similar  to  the  Washington
model  and  the  YASI.  The  PACT  contains  domains  reflective  of  the  “Central  Eight”  risk  factors  espoused  by
Andrews  and  Bonta  (2003).

The  current  policy  of  the  FDJJ  is  to  assess  each  youth  entering  the  system  using  the  PACT  Pre-Screen.
Youth  scoring  at  moderate-high  or  high  risk  to  reoffend  on  the  Pre-Screen  are  then  administered  the  Full
Assessment.  The  PACT  Full  Assessment  is  then  repeated  every  90  days  for  youth  under  FDJJ  supervision
who  initially  scored  at  moderate-high  or  high  risk  to  reoffend.  Youth  on  probation  supervision  who  score  at  low
or  moderate  risk  to  reoffend  are  reassessed  every  180  days.  Any  time  a  youth’s  score  indicates  moderate-
high  or  high  risk,  reassessment  is  performed  using  the  Full  Assessment.  Any  youth  placed  in  a  residential
commitment  facility,  a  day  treatment  program,  or  the  FDJJ’s  Redirection  Program  (intensive  community-based
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�Z�L�W�K���$�&�(���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���I�U�R�P���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���V�W�X�G�L�H�V�����7�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���������G�L�V�W�L�Q�F�W���3�$�&�7���$�&�(���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�����H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�E�X�V�H��
�S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���D�E�X�V�H�����V�H�[�X�D�O���D�E�X�V�H�����H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�����S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�����I�D�P�L�O�\���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F
�Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����Y�H�U�E�D�O���L�Q�W�L�P�L�G�D�W�L�R�Q�����\�H�O�O�L�Q�J�����K�H�D�W�H�G���D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�U�H�D�W�V���R�I���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���D�E�X�V�H�������K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H
�D�E�X�V�H�����K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�����S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���G�L�Y�R�U�F�H�����D�Q�G���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���P�H�P�E�H�U���L�Q�F�D�U�F�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����( �D�F�K
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�F�R�G�H�G���D�V���������R�U���W�K�H���\�R�X�W�K���G�L�G���K�D�Y�H���D���K�L�V�W�R�U�\�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�D�V���F�R�G�H�G���D�V�����������L�Q���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���D�O�O���S�U�L�R�U���$�&�(���V�W�X�G�L�H�V���W�K�D�W
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�Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���O�L�I�H���R�X�W�F�R�P�H�V�����7�K�H���F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�H���3�$�&�7���$�&�(���V�F�R�U�H���L�V���W�K�H���V�X�P���R�I���3�$�&�7���$�&�(���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V�����U�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P����
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�$�G�Y�H�U�V�H���&�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G���(�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���6�W�X�G�\�����S�V�\�F�K�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�����S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O�����D�Q�G���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�E�X�V�H�����K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H
�D�E�X�V�H�����P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�����P�R�W�K�H�U���W�U�H�D�W�H�G���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�W�O�\�����D�Q�G���F�U�L�P�L�Q�D�O���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���L�Q���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�����)�H�O�L�W�W�L���H�W���D�O���������������������7�K�H
�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���W�K�U�H�H���P�H�D�V�X�U�H�V���R�I���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���D�Q�G���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�����D�Q�G���S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���G�L�Y�R�U�F�H�����Z�H�U�H���D�G�G�H�G���L�Q
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�Z�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���3�$�&�7���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�L�Q�J���D�O�O���������I�R�U���W�K�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���V�W�X�G�\�����$�S�S�H�Q�G�L�[���$�������$�V���L�Q���R�W�K�H�U���V�W�X�G�L�H�V
�H�[�D�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�G�Y�H�U�V�H���F�K�L�O�G�K�R�R�G���H�[�S�H�U�L�H�Q�F�H�V���D�V���F�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�H���$�&�(���V�F�R�U�H�V�����W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���L�V���V�O�L�J�K�W�O�\
�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���I�U�R�P���W�K�D�W���X�V�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���$�&�(���6�W�X�G�\�����\�H�W���D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�O�\���U�H�I�O�H�F�W�V���W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���L�Q�W�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�V��
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�5�H�V�X�O�W�V�����$�&�(���3�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H

�)�L�J�X�U�H�������L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�V���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H���U�D�W�H�V���R�I���H�D�F�K���$�&�(���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U���E�\���J�H�Q�G�H�U�����$�&�(���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�V���Y�D�U�\���I�U�R�P���D���O�R�Z���R�I
���� ���P�D�O�H���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�E�X�V�H���W�R���D���K�L�J�K���R�I�������� ���I�H�P�D�O�H���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���E�R�W�K���I�D�P�L�O�\���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G
�S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���G�L�Y�R�U�F�H�����7�K�H���W�R�S���W�K�U�H�H���P�R�V�W���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�W���$�&�(���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�V���Z�H�U�H���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���I�R�U���E�R�W�K���P�D�O�H�V
�D�Q�G���I�H�P�D�O�H�V�����I�D�P�L�O�\���Y�L�R�O�H�Q�F�H�����S�D�U�H�Q�W�D�O���V�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���G�L�Y�R�U�F�H�����D�Q�G���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���P�H�P�E�H�U���L�Q�F�D�U�F�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�����7�Z�R���W�K�L�U�G�V
�R�U���P�R�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���M�X�Y�H�Q�L�O�H���R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�U�V���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���W�K�H�V�H���W�K�U�H�H���$�&�(�V�����7�K�H���O�H�D�V�W���F�R�P�P�R�Q�O�\���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���$�&�(
�L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U���I�R�U���P�D�O�H�V���Z�H�U�H���V�H�[�X�D�O���D�E�X�V�H�����K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�����D�Q�G���S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�����Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���O�R�Z�H�V�W���W�K�U�H�H
�I�R�U���I�H�P�D�O�H�V���Z�H�U�H���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���P�H�Q�W�D�O���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V�����S�K�\�V�L�F�D�O���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�����D�Q�G���H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Q�H�J�O�H�F�W�����6�H�[�X�D�O���D�E�X�V�H���Z�D�V
�U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G�����������W�L�P�H�V���P�R�U�H���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���E�\���I�H�P�D�O�H�V���W�K�D�Q���E�\���P�D�O�H�V���������� ���D�Q�G������ �����U�H�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H�O�\�������: �L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q
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�I�H�P�D�O�H�V���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���D���K�L�J�K�H�U���S�U�H�Y�D�O�H�Q�F�H���U�D�W�H���R�I���H�D�F�K���$�&�(���I�R�U���D�O�O���������$�&�(���L�Q�G�L�F�D�W�R�U�V�����D�O�O���D�W���S���� ���������������( �[�D�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I
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Of  the  males,  27.4%  reported  five  or  more  ACEs  compared  to  45.1%  of  the  females.  Of  the  62,536  youth  who

reported  one  or  more  ACEs,  90%  reported  at  least  two,  73%  reported  at  least  three,  52%  reported  at  least

four,  and  32%  reported  five  or  more.

Of  the  13,692  females  with  one  or  more  ACE  indicators,  92%  reported  at  least  two  ACEs,  80%  reported  at

least  three,  63%  reported  at  least  four,  and  46%  reported  five  or  more.

Of  the  48,844  males  who  reported  at  least  one  ACE  indicator,  89%  reported  two  or  more,  71%  reported  three

or  more,  48%  reported  four  or  more,  and  28%  reported  five  or  more.

These  results  indicated  female  youth  reported  more  ACEs  than  males,  and  a  higher  percentage  of  those  who

reported  at  least  one  ACE  also  reported  others.  The  average  composite  ACE  score  for  females  was  4.29,

while  the  average  for  males  was  3.48  (difference  statistically  significant  at  �S  <  .001).  That  is,  the  average

female  in  our  sample  reported  at  least  four  ACE  indicators  while  the  average  male  reported  three  or  four  ACE

indicators.
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As  illustrated  in  Figure  3,  the  population  of  juvenile  offenders  in  the  current  study  differs  markedly  from  the

sample  of  adults  described  in  the  original  ACE  study  conducted  by  Felitti  and  colleagues  (Felitti  et  al.,  1998)

and  the  vast  majority  of  ACE  studies  that  followed.  As  illustrated  in  Figure  3,  juvenile  offenders  are  13  times

less  likely  to  report  zero  ACES  (2.8%  compared  to  36%)  and  four  times  more  likely  to  report  four  or  more

ACEs  (50%  compared  to  13%)  than  Felitti  and  Anda’s  Kaiser  Permanente–insured  population  of  mostly

college-educated  adults.  These  results  suggest  that  the  juvenile  offenders  in  this  study  were  significantly  more

likely  to  have  ACE  exposure  and  to  have  multiple  ACE  exposures  than  the  adults  in  Felitti  and  Anda’s  study

population.  Based  on  the  adverse  health  outcomes  correlated  with  ACE  exposure  described  above,  these

results  have  important  implications  for  the  preventive  health  care  of  justice-involved  youth:  that  is,  preventive

care  could  reduce  their  future  need  for  mental  health  treatment;;  addictions  treatment;;  and  treatment  for

chronic  lung,  liver,  heart,  and  kidney  disease,  as  well  as  diabetes.
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