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Executive Director’s letter

Dear friends,

Your investments make our work possible. I'm excited to share with you
our annual report highlighting — in our usual highly-skimmable and
visual form — the key pieces and context of our work and our victories to
build a bigger, more robust, and more powerful movement against mass
incarceration.

It is no secret that we're currently in a challenging climate for criminal
legal system reform. Politicians have returned to their fearmongering
tactics. They’re lying about rising crime — crime is at historic lows — and
doing so without shame or consequence. And unfortunately, the lies
often work, with some of the hard-won reforms of recent years being

rolled back.

The non-profit, non-partisan
Prison Policy Initiative produces
cutting edge research to expose
the broader harm of mass
incarceration, and then sparks
advocacy campaigns to create a
more just society.

But we're not giving up, and we're able to do this work and produce these wins because of donors like

you. Your support gives us the freedom to invest in high-risk, high-impact early-stage projects that have

the potential to push our movement forward. And I'm thrilled to share with you some of our most

impactful new projects, including:

e Producing comprehensive data showing that, in the U.S., Black people are incarcerated at a rate six

times higher than white people, with even the most “progressive” states locking Black residents up

at a rate at least twice that of white residents. (See p. 6)

o Highlighting the ways that, in many states, people with felony convictions continue to be denied

the ability to secure good-paying jobs and how, because of his wealth and power, Donald Trump,

despite his felony conviction, will certainly be able to avoid the worst of these collateral

consequences. (See p. 11)

e Providing advocates and lawmakers with research and data to push back on the so-called “tough-

on-crime” legislation from the 90s that is being resurrected around the country. (See p. 20)

And despite the challenging political climate, we’ve also won significant victories over the last year,

including:

o Working with a coalition of local advocates in Fulton County, Georgia, we produced the data and

research that allowed them to successfully kill a proposal to build a massive, new $2 billion jail. (See

p-19)

o Responding to the work of a national coalition and our pioneering research, the Federal

Communications Commission announced new rules to dramatically slash the cost of prison and

jail voice and video calls and to address some of the worst abuses of the carceral telecom industry.

(See p. 18)

e And building on the momentum of our twenty-year campaign, we helped to end prison

gerrymandering in Minnesota, adding additional pressure on the Census Bureau to end the practice

nationwide. (See p. 14)



During the year, we were honored with an unexpected gift of $2 million from Yield Giving, a new
foundation created by MacKenzie Scott. This gift is particularly well-timed, coming as other large
funders are changing priorities and cutting back on their investments in criminal legal reform. Our plan
is to use this gift over the next several years to do thoughtful expansion in the areas where we are the
strongest while blunting the impact of other funders leaving the space.

In the 23 years since I co-founded the Prison Policy Initiative, I continue to be humbled and
emboldened by the support of all of our donors, large and small, who understand how our work
producing data, analysis, and visualizations strengthens the movement to end mass incarceration in the
U.S. Your contributions allow us to continue to make progress through both the good times and the
tough times.

Please join me in celebrating this last year and in looking forward to what we can all accomplish as an
organization, as a community, and as a movement in the year to come.

Sincerely,

-

Peter Wagner
Executive Director
October 16, 2024



Who we are

The non-profit, non-partisan Prison Policy Initiative produces cutting

edge research to expose the broader harm of mass incarceration, and

then sparks advocacy campaigns to create a more just society.

The Prison Policy Initiative was founded in 2001 to document and

publicize how mass incarceration undermines our national welfare. Our

team of interdisciplinary researchers and organizers shapes national

reform campaigns from our remote workspaces and our headquarters in

western Massachusetts.
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Empowering the movement with tacts

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/national

We develop powerful ways to illuminate the truth about mass incarceration, and use our

data-dyiven analysis to make change.

With creative research strategies, engaging graphics, and highly readable

reports, we give organizers, advocates, and policymakers the facts they

need to reform the criminal legal system and push for the end of mass

incarceration. Highlights include:

Mass Incarceration: The Whole Pie 2024

The 10th-anniversary edition of our flagship report
provides the most comprehensive picture of how many
people are locked up in the U.S,, in what types of
facilities, and why. In addition to showing that more than
1.9 million people are behind bars on any given day in the
U.S,, it busts 10 of the most persistent myths about
prisons, jails, crime, and more. It includes 34
visualizations of criminal legal system data, exposing
long-standing truths about some of the drivers of mass
incarceration in the U.S.

CAPMALES v ooue

CRIMINAL JUSTICE POLICING

Reform Rollbacks May Lead to Another Risein
Mass Incarceration

Most enacted or proposed legislation will target Black and
brown people and increase incarceration rates, advocates say.

‘ By Christina Carrega

April 9, 2024

How many people are locked up in the United States?

The U.S. locks up more people per capita than any other nation, at the staggering rate of 583 per 100,000 residents.
But to end mass incarceration, we must first consider where and why 1.9 million people are confined nationwide.
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' (1/2) Every time | dive into @prisonpolicy’s Whole Pie report, I'm struck by
the sheer scale and complexity of our justice system. In 2022 alone,

"people went to jail more than 7 million times." We have got to narrow the
funnel...



https://www.prisonpolicy.org/national

Women's Mass Incarceration: The Whole Pie 2024

We dove deep into the data to provide the most recent and
comprehensive data on how many women are incarcerated in
the U.S., in what kinds of facilities, and why. Women in the
US. experience a dramatically different criminal legal system
than men do, but data on their experiences is difhicult to find
and put into context. To address this gap, the report also
includes rare self-reported data from a national survey of
people in prison to offer new insights about incarcerated
women’s backgrounds, families, health, and experiences in
prison.

States of Incarceration: The Global Context 2024

We updated our report on global incarceration rates for
the first time since 2021. It shows the U.S. still has the
highest incarceration rate of any independent democracy
on earth — worse, every single state in the U.S.
incarcerates more people per capita than most nations.
This report makes clear that even so-called “progressive”

—NP®

New Report Looks at Women's
Incarceration in America

4 Rebekah Barber
3 March 21, 2024

This month, as women all across the country are celebrated
during Women'’s History Month, the Prison Policy Initiative
(PPI) released its annual report that details the plight of some
of the most marginalized women—those who are
incarcerated.

Women's Mass Incarceration: The Whole Pie 2024, written by
Aleks Kajstura and Wendy Sawyer, details why and where
women are incarcerated nationwide. The report finds that
women's incarceration has grown at twice the rate of men’s in
recent decades.
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states continue to lock people up at more than double
the rates of our closest international allies.
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Kentucky’s incarceration
ong highest in the world

By Alyssa Williams
Published: Jun, 26, 2024 at 6:53 PM EDT

A study released by the Prison Policy Initiative says that Kentucky has a higher

rate than any democratic country on earth.

Norway

Iceland

Incarceration rates per 100,000 population

Source: https://www.prisonpolicy.org/global/2024 html



Updated data and charts: Incarceration stats by race, ethnicity, and
gender for all 50 states and D.C.

We released new data visualizations and updated tables showing the
national landscape of persistent racial disparities in state prisons and
local jails. Unlike other datasets, ours provides apples-to-apples state
comparisons in three formats: counts, rates, and percentages. Using this
data, we updated over 100 of the key graphics on our State Profile pages,
showing prison and jail incarceration rates by race and ethnicity, and
how the racial composition of each state’s prisons and jails compares to
the total state population.

How much higher are Black incarceration rates than white?

b hite le in
state prisons, per 100,000 white state residents

Maine Morning'Star

PART OF STATE 0|

Maine has 6th highest racial disparity
within its incarcerated population, report
finds

In 2021, Black Mainers were locked up at a rate 9.2 times higher
than white Mainers

BY: EVAN POPP - SEPTEMBER 29, 2023  12:04 PM

Maine’s incarcerated population contains startling racial disparities,
according to a new data analysis, as Black residents of the state were
locked up at a rate 9.2 times higher than white people as of 2021.

Information published Wednesday by the Prison Policy Initiative, a
nonprofit research and advocacy group, found the racial disparities
in Maine’s incarcerated population to be the sixth highest in the
nation. New Jersey’s rate of racial disparities was the largest, with
Black residents there imprisoned at a rate nearly 12 times higher
than white people, followed by Wisconsin, Connecticut, California,
Rhode Island and then Maine. Still, every state had such a disparity,
with the smallest found in Hawaii, where Black people were 2.4
times more likely to be imprisoned.

The racial disparities in Maine’s carceral settings came in well above
the overall nationwide average, in which Black people were
imprisoned at a rate six times higher than white people, according
to the Prison Policy Initiative report. Overall, Black people in
Maine accounted for 11% of those in prison in 2021 but made up
only 1% of the state’s overall population.

.3fm KNBA

A KOAHNIC BROADCAST STATION

Racial disparities for Alaska Native and
American Indian inmates: A troubling
picture

KNBA | By Rhonda McBride

Published October 2, 2023 at 3:02 PM AKDT
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ar Worth Rises @WorthRises - May 6
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MUST-READ: This important report from @prisonpolicy highlights the
nefarious ways in which the carceral system steals from the poor in order to
financially bolster prison operations, staff salaries, benefits, and more.

Shadow Budgets: How mass incarceration

steals from the poor to give to the prison

We explained how prisons and jails squeeze revenue out
of incarcerated people and their families via kickbacks
from commissary and communications services, then
funnel it into “Inmate Welfare Funds” and use the
money to cover the costs of incarceration. Our analysis
revealed that most welfare fund policies are so vague that
prison officials enjoy wide discretion to spend
incarcerated peoples’ money as they please — sometimes
spending it on luxury perks for staff. We released an
accompanying guide for journalists containing lessons
learned from developing our report to encourage
journalists to investigate these funds in their local prison
or jail systems.

/L . John Washington @jbwashing - May 6

@ New report from @bsonenstein at @PrisonPolicy leans on, among a lot of
good reporting, a couple articles from @AZLuminaria about Pinal County
Sheriff Department's use of a "inmate welfare fund" to buy $200k of guns
and ammo.
azluminaria.org/2023/09/29/pin...

SHADOW
BUDGETS

How mass incarceration

steals from the poor to
give to the prison

s
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Addicted to punishment: Jails and prisons punish drug use far
more than they treat it

Jails and prisons are often described as de facto mental health and
substance abuse treatment providers, and corrections officials
increasingly frame their missions around offering healthcare. But
the reality is quite the opposite: jails and prisons often punish
people for using substances rather than providing evidence-based
treatment options for those who want it. This includes punitive
drug interdiction policies like mail scanning and visitation
restrictions that are ineffective and counterproductive.

Archibald: Alabama says it’s tough
on drug crime. It just perpetuates it.

Updated: Fet 5, 2024, 7:53 a Published: Feb. 06, 2024, 6:46 a.

By John Archibald | jarchibald@al.com

Where People in Prison Come From: The geography of mass
incarceration

As part of our report series on the geography of mass incarceration,
we released two state-specific reports detailing where people in state
prisons come from in Rhode Island and Louisiana. We collaborated
with Common Cause Rhode Island, the ACLU of Rhode Island,
and the Redistricting Data Hub to provide advocates in the state
with the clearest look ever at which communities are most impacted
by mass incarceration. Our Louisiana report was produced in
partnership with the Voice of the Experienced (VOTE) and the
Redistricting Data Hub, and it details how every single parish —
and every state legislative district — is missing a portion of its
population to incarceration in state prison.

Incarceration in Louisiana is not confined to the most populous cities:
people living all over the state are locked up at high rates

Percentage of each Census tract that
is incarcerated in state prison

4% 5%

€he New Nork Times

OPINION
GUEST ESSAY

How Oregon Became a Linchpin for
the Countrys Drug Policies

By Maia Szalavitz
- Ms. Szalavitz is a contributing Opinion writer who covers addiction and public
=2

policy.

In February 2021, Oregon decriminalized possession of small
amounts of all drugs, via a ballot initiative known as Measure 110.
The idea was to treat addiction as a public health problem, based
on overwhelming evidence that jailing people for having small
amounts of drugs for personal use is both ineffective and
counterproductive.

QVERITE

Truth. Facts. Fairness.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Report: Incarceration impacts
every parish, but Black and
poor neighborhoods are hard-
est-hit

‘ by Bobbi-Jeanne Misick

July 17,2023

000~

Louisiana has the highest known incarceration rate in the world, with 1,094
people locked up for every 100,000 residents, including prisons, jails,
juvenile facilities and immigration detention centers. But among those
incarcerated here, the largest group is in state custody. About 600 in
100,000 Louisianians are in the custody of the Louisiana Department of
Public Safety and Corrections, compared to a national incarceration rate of
about 350 per 100,000.

‘Which parishes are impacted by their residents being behind bars instead of
in their communities, spending time with their families and contributing
financially to their households? Pretty much all of them, according to a newly,

released report and data hub on people in state custody by the Prison Policy

Initiative, a non-profit that advocates against mass incarceration and Voice
of the Experienced, a Louisiana-based prison criminal justice reform

advocacy group.



Exposing the harms of pretrial detention
and monitoring

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/jails.html

We put the need for jail reform directly into the national conversation, helping both
lawmakers and the public understand how pretrial detention unnecessarily increases jail

populations and why electronic monitoring is not a harmless alternative.

The U.S. jail population has tripled over the last 30 years, driven by an
increase in pretrial detention and money bail, policies that keep
legally innocent people behind bars before trial. Our work this year
focused on combating misinformation that pretrial release harms
public safety, stopping new jail construction, and debunking common
justifications for expanding electronic monitoring as an alternative to
incarceration. Highlights include:

What is actually driving jail growth?

Traditionally, th

New data and visualizations spotlight states’ reliance

on excessive jailing

In 2017, we published an in-depth analysis of local jail

populations in each state: Era of Mass Expansion: Why State

Officials Shonld Fight Jail Growth. We updated the data tables

and graphics from this report to show just how little has g = s Comicted

changed in our nation’s overuse of jails: too many people o

are locked up in jails, most detained pretrial and many of

them are not even under local jurisdiction.
PRISON

POLICY INITIATIVE

Cautionary jails: Deconstructing the three “C”s of jail
é‘ﬁg‘; James Kilgore

b\ ]
o @waaznl

construction arguments
Communities across the Country have been told that Great piece by @EmmettSanders75 exposing the fake argumemts law

investing in new jail construction is the Only way to solve and order proponents use to justify jail building. If you face jail building in
old policy problems, but arguments for new jails can leave your community keep Sanders' 3 ¢'s in mind to halt the project

them with a billion-dollar case of buyet’s remorse. Lubbock County, Texas Greene County, Missour
Drawing from examples across the country, we broke ss%s “ 160
down three common arguments for jail construction,
discussed how they have been used to build or expand jails,
and highlighted how reinvesting in cages is not a solution

to social problems like crime and substance use.

Cautionary jails: Deconstructing the three “C”s of jail construction arguments fal costs

From prisonpolicy.org
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Releasing people pretrial doesn’t harm public safety

Ending or limiting the use of monetary bail has become an
increasingly common criminal legal system reform across the
country. Reformers and researchers have long supported such
measures, but opponents — including district attorneys, police
departments, and the commercial bail industry — often claim
pretrial reform puts community safety at risk. We put these claims
to the test and found that when it comes to public safety, these
reforms are a step in the right direction.

Not an alternative: The myths, harms, and expansion of
pretrial electronic monitoring

Illinois made history by becoming the first state in the nation to
end money-based pretrial detention with the implementation of
the Pretrial Fairness Act in September 2023. In response, the
Illinois Office of Statewide Pretrial Services announced the
expansion of pretrial electronic monitoring to 70 of Illinois’ 102
counties, many of which did not have it before. In this briefing,
we explain why electronic monitoring is not a viable alternative to
incarceration despite what proponents say.

High stakes mistakes: How courts respond to “failure to
appear”

People miss court for many reasons outside of their control. Yet
a cascade of negative consequences befalls those who “fail to
appear’: arrest warrants, additional charges, jail and prison
sentences, fines and fees, and more. We compiled research on
who tends to miss court, why they miss court, and how different
jurisdictions react. We also looked at how advocates are
organizing to increase court attendance, reduce harm, and,

importantly, question whether so many of these cases should exist in

the first place.

Most people who miss court dates
are facing “nonviolent” charges

13%

“Violent” charges

All other charges:

property, drug,
and public order

87%

All felony defendants
who “fail to appear”

9 Calculated from Tables 1, 12, and 18 of the BJS report
State Court Processing Statistics, 2009

Illinois Becomes First State In US To Eliminate Cash
Bail That Discriminates Against Poor, People Of Color

Bail reform opponents warn that violent crime
would increase, but reform advocates say the data
disagrees.

By Nigel Roberts

September 19,2023 / 1:05 PM

SunSentinel

OPINION

Cash bail system is stacked against the poor

The national obsession over how Donald Trump
would be booked at an Atlanta jail was easy to
explain.

Some people wanted to see him humiliated.
Others were just curious: Would he be treated the
same as anyone else?

s he was. There was a booking
photo, which he exploited for s fund-raising
advantage. He was fingerprinted. He had to make
, a $200,000 surety bond normally requiring a
$20,000 fec.

From a law enforcement standpoint, it wasn't
necessary to make him post bond. The former
, as a candidate, is hardly a flight risk.
he were, $200,000 wouldn't stop him

lyway

Trump was treated equally in a way that no

American should be.

A national disgrace
The money bail system is a national disgrace

thatshouls have been abolshe

hire a bondsman.
Commenting on Trump’s rel
Times editorial told of a ma
Ch 5

e he
didn't have $2,500 to put up or the 10% fee for a
bail agent.

“Thompson remained in the decrepit Rice
Street dungeon for months, his already
compromised mental health declining, his body
attacked by bed bugs,” the newspaper wrote. “If he
had even a fraction of Trump’s money, he'd have
gone home to be treat uul

charged with
Thompson died 000 was budgeted
with bed bugs, lice and other vermin and his family
will receive $4 million for severe neglect of his
physical and mental health.

Alack of justice
Precial detention gives prosecutors an unfit
over poor defendants. Man

‘The money bail system is incompa
fundamental premise of U.S. law that defenda
are presumed innocent until proved guilty.

Until then, they should be released on their
word to return, excluding those whom a judge
determines to be flight risks or dangerous fo the
community.

incarcerator. Som
jails or prisons ev
behind bars on an av .
account for 38% of th arly eir
share of the opuiation. T et
severely punishes poverty.

About 619,000 prisoners are in local jails,
according to the nonprofit Prison Policy Initiative,
with_about 400,000 awaiting trial, mostly for
nonviolent erimes.

Many public and nongovernmental entities, but
not Florida, are striving to right th

. There’s ample evidence that release on

recognizance does not contribute significas
new crimes or no-shows. Money and lives are

®  wasted on often deplorable lockups for people who

shouldn't be there at all.

The Minois example
Illinois is about to become the first state to
completely climinate cash bail. Its Supreme Court
recently upheld 2021 legislation that also entailed
police and prison reforms. Prosecutors and sheriffs
lost an all-out litigation assault on it
“Pretrial jailing can actually inc
likelihood that someor

pcir employment, their housing,
tody of their children. So really, jail
uld be using it only when

conditions on pretrial release. Defendants
considered to be flight risks or dangers to the



Showing the tull reach of the nation’s mass
punishment system

We use data to illustrate the unprecedented size and reach of the criminal legal system and
advocate for policy reforms that prevent system growth as well as expansion into other aspects

of social life.

We publish resources that advocates, lawmakers, and reporters need
in order to understand the true size and scale of the mass
punishment system and better determine the types of reforms that
can begin to shrink its footprint. Highlights of our
work include:

Racial disparities in prison incarceration rates, 2022

Number of people incarcerated in state and federal prisons per 100,000 in each racial or ethnic category

Updated charts show the magnitude of prison (2 st o
o . . . ) . . @siljaJATalvi
and jail racial disparities, pretrial populations, R 4 .
In #journalism, reliable sources matter. So does quality of analysis.
COI'!.'eCtiOl’lal C0nt1'01, and more @PrisonPolicy knocks it out the park, consistently. If you're not already

following them, you should. See next post for some alarming recent stats
on disparities in #prisons.

We usually only update our data visualizations
about mass incarceration as part of a new report or
briefing. However, some graphs are so powerful ol o
that they warrant special treatment. Since new data incarceration rate:
355 per 100,000
has been released about racial disparities, SIS R
probation, incarceration, and jail detention, we
decided to update a few of our most
comprehensive and compelling charts to equip Americo ndien Hispanic Asian

advocates, lawmakers, and journalists with the latest PRISON
information available.

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Prisoners in e 5 POLICY INITIATIVE

Michele Deitch
) @mydeitch

Over ONE MILLION people a year cycle through jails and prisons in Texas

Since you asked: How many women and men are released alone. ONE MILLION! Let that sink in. What are we doing???
from each state’s prisons and jails every year? o
i . 0 Prison Policy Init. @PrisonPolicy - Feb 29
]ournahsts, advocates, and other users Of our WCbSltC frequently Jails play an under-appreciated role in the country's mass incarceration crisis.
ask 1f we kﬁOW the total number Of people released frOm prisons The revolving doors of jails turn more than 10 million times each year in the

and jails in their state each year. To answer this oo
question, we drilled down into 2019 data to
show prison and jail releases by sex in each Estimated releases from prisons and jails, by sex, in 2022
state and made our best estimates of how many
women and men were released from prisons

and jails nationwide in 2022.

Men Women Total
Releases from state and federal prisons (excluding deaths) 388,355 55,179 443,534
Releases from local jails 5,537,103 1,678,855 7,215,958
Releases from all prisons and jails 5,925,457 1,734,034 7,659,492

With the exception of the total releases from prisons, all numbers are estimates based on 2019
data and should be used with caution. Details may not sum to totals due to rounding.

10



Prison growth continued through 2023 in many states

Why did prison and jail populations : :
grow in 2022 and what comes next? e e e e,
The Bureau of Justice Statistics released its
annual reports on prison and jail populations
in 2022, noting that the combined state and
federal prison populations had increased for

Arkansas

North Dakota

the first time in almost a decade. But what’s South Dakoka
behind these trends? We analyzed the data 2""’°’_“°’N "l

. . . eorgia, Nor arolina
and found this growth has little to do with % Lovisiana

crime and instead reflects the court systems’
slow return to “business as usual” and
lawmakers’ resurrection of ineffective
“tough on crime” strategies.

e o Lo

Donald Trump can still be president, but '
he could be barred from being a bartender, car salesman — or A
real estate developer w® ox
Former President Donald Trump became the first former (and W\Tﬁ\‘ 006\)93' Q%O J
perhaps future) president to be convicted of a felony. *\?\1‘:\ o 0&“6 c’&(\
Unlike the vast majority of people with this status, \'\\W\A’ . A Qo\“"s \’“ @Q S
Trump’s immense wealth and power will likely insulate e ' 590"3 o W '\éeo ‘5(‘& C{\ » A€
him from the struggles most will face in securing much ‘@ﬂ" 7 e Q ) \Qb OOQ\ @ \:%xo
less prestigious jobs. That’s because many states permit q’,,v“‘o obe .«Q‘ﬂ\e ﬂ C ' 3\‘?\?\0“6“
if not outright facilitate bias against hiring people with W e Y e &6\0 ‘ \Y\e\o\“\ C (\“\;Qo“(’
records — especially roles that require professional licenses. 6 e ’500 ’ \X\ Qev"e:\\z\\“e\::z"mé X |

A\, eV O (™ et NS o
Force multipliers: How the criminal legal and child welfare < 3\\\°“6»0?»°\*‘0 o o ck\‘\\\\\\ 2
systems cooperate to punish families @ “?\\;\x\ O‘\.Xeo ce“i\\\'\*‘
Child protective service agencies position themselves as providers of X W 6@:}0\3\59’0\“ °
welfare, but their relationship to the criminal legal system (,‘6‘\6 o \\0‘\0“’90“\\\"‘
demonstrates their shared role in punishing families and 0“6 \\c( -;&‘bg o ¢
exacerbating the conditions that lead to system . ‘6\‘\9\ \\0" \ .
involvement in the first place. A growing ‘ e(,“ o 0625\\’
number of advocates and experts are $Q X . “9‘0((' X\“\\x\é\”"
bringing these connections to light and are é/ & e @e\ X Qox\\\\‘
organizing for momentous change. We e 9'@«\ "
draw attention to their work to argue that, by \(\'(.e ’@(es‘l &, )
expanding our view beyond jails and prisons to \NG\ M o
include these related systems, advocates and ot o
policymakers can safeguard against creating «

prisons by another name.

11




Revealing the perils of community
supervision

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/probation_parole.html

Probation and parole systems are plagued with injustices, setting people up to fail with long

SUPervision terms, onerous restrictions, and constant surveillance.

e

z

Probation and parole are important tools that can reduce the number
of people in prisons and jails. Far too often, though, supervision
conditions are difficult to satisfy and result in people being
funneled back behind bars. Our research illuminates the
problems of these systems and the hardships people

experience when navigating reentry.

No Release: Parole grant rates have plummeted in most states
since the pandemic started

With parole board practices in the news, we thought it was important
to look around the country and evaluate the direction in which state
parole boards are moving. We filed dozens of records requests and
curated the best research to explore whether state parole boards are
helping reduce mass incarceration or whether they are
disregarding the hard-learned lessons of the pandemic
when, as people were dying behind prison walls, they
released even fewer people than before the crisis.

Going back to Cali: Revisiting California’s parole release
system

With parole grant rates among the lowest in the nation and people
forced to wait up to 15 years between hearings, the Golden State's
parole system is far from glittering, We examined recent trends in the
state’s parole process to see how it is being (mis)used and how often
parole hearings actually result in release.

SON) The San Quentin News @SanQuentinNews - Dec 21, 2023 Parole boards in all but nine states were less likely
Thank you @PrisonPolicy for delving deep into this system. to grant parole in 2022 compared to 2019
These numbers deserve a second look: 75 people granted parole out of
3000 hearings!
prisonpolicy.org/blog/2023/12/1...

This gives great context to @katejoymcqueen piece in @AltaJournal

Until recently, California granted parole to a smaller share
of parole-eligible people than Alabama and South Carolina

Al three st:

California
Alabama

36%
aaaaa

34%

20%
3%
16%
20%
16%

12 e
Going back to Cali: Revisiting California’s parole release system
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Two years after the end of Roe v. Wade, most women on
probation and parole have to ask permission to travel for
abortion care

Since the 2022 Dobbs decision, 21 states have restricted abortions
catlier in the gestational period than the Roe 2. Wade standard. To
understand how this post-Dobbs landscape impacts women under
the U.S” massive system of probation and parole, we examined
standard supervision conditions in each state, along with the
number of women who must comply with them.

Guilty by association: When parole and probation rules
disrupt support systems

Requiring people on supervision to avoid others with criminal legal
system contact can actually hinder their success in the community.
We found that it’s common for probation and parole agencies to
impose these “association” restrictions, tearing apart critical social
networks and threatening to lock people up for harmless — and
even helpful — interactions.

Seeking shelter from mass incarceration: Fighting
criminalization with Housing First

Housing is one of our best tools to end mass incarceration. We
analyzed over 50 studies and reports, covering decades of
research on housing, health, and incarceration, to pull together
the best evidence that ending housing insecurity is foundational
to reducing jail and prison populations.

Homelessness, mental illness, substance use disorders, and criminalization
are deeply connected problems that housing can help with

SERIOUS MENTAL

ILLNESS At least 63% of unhoused people HOMELESSNESS
with serious mental illness will be

arrested — and at least 48% will
be incarcerated — during their
lifetimes.

Housing is a central need
for many people facing:

* Mental illness,

* Substance use disorders,

* Reentry, and/or

* Repeat arrests due to mental
illness, poverty, or drug use.

People with co-occurring
disorders are 12 times more
likely to be arrested than
those with neither diagnosis.

Formerly incarcerated
people are 10 times more
likely to be unhoused than
the general population.

SUBSTANCE USE CRIMINALIZATION &

DISORDER About half (49%) of people in INCARCERATION
— state prisons met the criteria for

a substance use disorder in the
year before they went to prison.

Sources: Prison Policy Initiative, Beyond the Co e than 1 in 9 People With
Co-Occurring Mental Iliness and Substance ! ce Roy et al., Criminal
Behavior and Victimization Among ; s with Severe Me: ss: A Systematic Review (2014).
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Abortion care almost impossible
for women in US prison system

The,.
Guardian

News Opinion Sport Culture Lifestyle

Abortion is
Health Care.

«(BEn

Roe vWade
Over half of US women on probation
or parole need permission to travel
for abortion - study

Policies are ‘one-two punch’ for women caught in criminal
justice system, report’s author says

Jessica Glenza
Mon 24 Jun 2024 07.50 EDT

The number of women on probation or parole who must
seek permission to travel for an abortion more than
doubled to 635,000 in two years since the supreme court

Anastasia Moloney, David Sherfinski
Published: June 21, 2024

NEWS

Report: Here’s why Mass.’ tough
parole rules do more harm than
good

Updated: Nov. 13, 2023, 2:52 p.m. | Published: Nov. 13, 2023, 2:51 p.m.

By John L. Micek | jmicek@masslive.com

In Massachusetts, like other states, if you're on parole, and you
hang around with the wrong people, you could end up writing

yourself a ticket straight back to jail.

But because the Bay State has some of the toughest rules in the
nation governing who people on parole can — and can’t —
spend their time with, new research suggests they serve the

opposite of their intended purpose.
And that makes it harder for parolees to stay out of trouble.

All told, 3.7 million people are on parole or probation in the
United States, according to research by the Northampton-based

Prison Policy Initiative.



Protecting our democracy from mass
incarceration by ending prison
gerrymandering

https://www.prisonersofthecensus.org/

When states and local governments draw political districts using Census data that counts
incarcevated people in prisons, they unintentionally enhance the representation of people who

live near prisons while diluting the representation of everyone else.

We launched the movement to end prison State and local governments are rejecting prison gerrymandering
gerrymanderlng n 2’001 and haVC bCCn a Now is the time for the Census Bureau to fix the problem it created

national leader of this campaign ever since.
Roughly half the country now lives in a place
that has addressed prison gerrymandering,
with more than 200 local governments and 19

states tackling the issue. Progress on this issue
has been so rapid that last year the National

Z f;‘{v—q

\ 7/
0% \ ;ﬂ;Q %" @ Has ended or significantly
| B limited prison gerrymandering

CODfCI‘CﬂCC ofState Legislatures caﬂed state | et
) ) « ‘\ " 5 QB, . JLM—,V@}M \\ - X i
NV Sl . O Reform legislation has b
CH.OI' ts to end prlson gCI‘ r ymandcrmg thC D\W L.bv“ q,a‘ inetr‘:d'zcjg‘:naﬂ‘::;a: cen

fastest-growing trend in redistricting.” This he

year, Maine and Minnesota both passed Roughly half of all U.S. residents now live in a city, county, or state that has ended prison
le gl slation endin g pl‘l son gerryman d ering gerrymandering, with more almost certain to join them before the 2030 redistricting cycle.

Maine and Minnesota end prison gerrymandering
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz signed HF 4772 into law in May,
officially ending prison gerrymandering in the state, following Maine’s
Governor Janet Mills, who signed LD 1704/HP 1093 into law for
her state last July. With those actions, Maine and Minnesota
joined the rapidly growing list of states that have taken 9%
action on this issue. Continued inaction by the \,,«f" r
Census Bureau to end prison gerrymandering has e
forced states like these to pass reforms and shoulder the
. . (o3
burden of correcting flawed Census redistricting data to G o¥
count incarcerated people at home.

B 0 | i S CRIMINAL JUSTICE | VOTING RIGHTS WHAT’S ON THE BALLOT \

Minnesota Just Became The Latest State to
Eliminate Prison Gerrymandering

14 A new law will end the practice of counting incarcerated people where prisons are
located, which skews political power within the state.

Alex Burness | May 22, 2024
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Most incarcerated people will return home; the Census

Bureau should count them there PR I,S\O‘N
. .. POLICY!INITIATIVE g
Incarcer le return heir hom mmuni fter
carcerated people return to the 0. ¢ communities a. te COUNTING INCARCERATED PEOPLE AT HOME:
release. Yet when states seek to end prison gerrymandering by WHY USING LAST KNOW ADDRESS WORKS
counting incarcerated people at home for redistricting purposes, L fod oo o s o el e flone e

some people ask why we should use someone’s home address —
concerned that they might not return to that exact place after
release or even might stay in the prison town. We collected several
unique datasets to respond to this concern and provide the best
evidence possible of where people go after being released from
prison.

More correct thar
The home addeess sc

People move around while incarcerated.

States were incredibly successful at reallocating incarcerated
people to their home addresses in 2020: A review of the data
During the 2020 redistricting cycle, more than a dozen states took
it upon themselves to do what the Census Bureau has refused:

end prison gerrymandering. We reviewed redistricting reports and
data from 13 states that addressed prison gerrymandering after

the 2020 census to understand how many people in state prisons
they attempted to count in their home communities and how many
they were able to reallocate successfully.

. , . . .
Fe.deral judge’s ruhr?g cle:jlrs the way for L01‘11s1ana to end
prison gerrymandering without waiting until 2030

In February, US. District Judge Shelly Dick struck down Federal judge rejects Louisiana legislative
L, S 2 . . districts, saying they dilute Black voting

Louisiana’s state legislative districts, noting that they unfairly strength

deprived Black residents of political representation in Michael Carroll

Apr 4,2024 FEDERAL COURT

violation of the Voting Rights Act. This decision provides
policymakers with an opportunity to end prison

gerrymandering, a practice that has a particularly dramatic impact on
political representation in Louisiana, given it has the highest
incarceration rate of any state in the country.

The 10 Worst Prison Gerrymanders After 2020 Redistricting

. Percent of district's Census What party
What the ten worst prison geﬂ'ymandefs of State District population incarcerated holds the seat?
the 2020 redistricting cycle tell us about New House District .

. : 49.5% Democratic

how the problem is changing Hampshire  Merrimack 17
We previously looked at the experiences of x\i’f;;ia House District 83 18.4% Republican
states that have addressed prison Mississippi  House District 47 17.7% Democratic
gerryrnandering after the 2020 Census. We Mississippi House District 68 16.6% Democratic
wanted to see what happened in states that Oklahoma  House District 56 14.0% Republican
haven’t fixed this problem and found that it is Wyoming  House District 2 13.6% Republican
increasingly harming residents of rural states Mississippi House District 26 13.6% Democratic
and defying some of the preconceived notions Arkansas  House District 65 13.5% Democratic
about partisan Impacts. Y/\i/regsitwia House District 45 12.6% Republican
15 South House District 73 12.0% Democratic

Carolina



=c
Making the grade: New report grades states on their 2020

redistricting processes including whether they ended prison
gerrymandering

A September 2023 report from the Coalition Hub for Advancing
Redistricting & Grassroots Engagement makes clear that ending prison
gerrymandering has quickly gone from an emerging issue done by only a
handful of states, to being among the gold-standard redistricting
practices. While the best way to address prison gerrymandering is for
the Census Bureau to change how it counts incarcerated people, this
report shows that states can and should take action to address the
problem on their own.

Montana legislators call for Census Bureau action on “clear,

bipartisan consensus” for ending prison gerrymandering

The need to end prison gerrymandering is “obvious to anyone who
looks at the facts.” That’s the conclusion of a bipartisan duo of Montana
lawmakers, Sen. Shane Morigeau and Sen. Jason Small, who authored
a national op-ed published in August 2023 showing the
growing bipartisan calls for the Census Bureau to finally
fix how it counts incarcerated people.

In their own words: Incarcerated people, their families,
governments, and advocates tell the Census Bureau to end
prison gerrymandering

In the first public comment period about the 2030 Census
count, dozens of people called on the Bureau to end prison
gerrymandering. We poured through their comments to understand

what people were saying about how the Bureau’s flawed way of o L00% o0
.. . . .. . N &2 2 < Z° T (80 A
counting incarcerated people exacerbates racial disparities, undermines ° (\@&:\)‘@a\)j’(\ oe\\:\\a«?‘i\ g_\x"i\@\f\@; Qo\‘ﬂ\‘z\“g
our democracy, burdens state and local governments, and treats “\Oeo%";-\c ‘;1@6‘:;5\5\"‘2«\ \:;\g«\c:: % o
incarcerated people in a unique and unfair way. Q"‘O:eoe‘i 6&“‘2«@0“\: 0 j\go“ 3 e(\e,\;’%:\ﬂ‘(‘o
6\5‘:;&:2299\@2::«“ * = e;o a“*:;\e Qo‘:i
ERSRC SN SN IR
e Q(D\O\ o< 0 0 o 00 S
California’s independent redistricting commission voted - Gx\d\oe\jdve(f;a‘\ijc;o“::“\%& 2o
unanimously to respond to the Federal Register Notice and /\‘_\:G%‘oe‘?\(\ 9‘\5(;66:\2 5o¢\a\ }“e\‘
request that data be provided that counts incarcerated people at ' Qeo?\\i \S\OZ oﬁ")’\: Z‘e\eﬁc" «
their last-known residence instead of the address where they are xai\ *es.“c\i\e(\'\‘“ej “\\k\"«\e. - a“oi‘ e
incarcerated. e

Please end Prison Gerrymandering and count people for the next
census in their homes, not where they serve in prison.... My loved
one was in 3 prisons in 5 years. It is inaccurate to say he lived in
any of them. He lived and now lives again home with his family.

16 Public comments by advocates and impacted families calling on the Census Bureau to end prison gerrymandering



Shining a light on the carceral
experience

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/briefings/

Contrary to popular belief, prisons and jails are not rehabilitative. Our research reveals that
rather than giving people opportunities to grow, these systems allow incarcerated people to

languish inside.

Subscribe v
Our past work on the carceral experience examined the public health
I
crisis behind the walls, exposed the financial exploitation of Opinion
incarcerated people and their families by for-profit companies, and
illuminated the violence and neglect that incarcerated women and Alabama has even stopped
LhG]iT }E)IeOEle e);pe}rllellllce. "{h;s year, we touched on a range of issues, paroling the elderly: “They put us
the highlights of which include: . .
g1 in there to die.’
Updated: Jan. 22, 2024, 9:02 a.m. Published: Jan. 22, 2024, 6:45 a.m
Prison disciplinary fines only further impoverish incarcerated By John Archibald | jarchibald@al.com
People and families John Coleman is 89. They called him “Hen” in prison, for reasons he can’t quite
In yet another example of how the criminal legal system extracts recall, or doesn't wish to share.
Wcalth from thC pOOI‘CSt families, at lCaSt OnC-third Ofprison SystCmS He smiles and shrugs, as is his way, and lets that grin say what he can’t, or
. . N N N . von’t. It’s a :
nationwide charge fines as a punishment for a rule violation. Prison womt ffsarmor
administrators Claim that imposing dlsc1pllnary ﬁnCS along Wlth If anybody knows the need for armor it’s Coleman. He stood 5-foot-5 when he
. X . g . . went to prison before the Berlin Wall fell, sentenced to life without the
Othel‘ punlshments, helps 0 maintain Order and reduce VIOlCnCC n possibility of parole under habitual offender laws of the day.

correctional facilities. We explained why these fines and fees are bad

“They put us in there to die. They treated us like we were dead already,”

policy, Putting excessive hardship on incarcerated Pcople and their Coleman said last month, from his new apartment in Birmingham. “But God

wasn’t ready for us.”

loved ones.

nlplr

£ KRC
&= PUBLIC RADIO
MO Justice Reform Bill HB1545 Aims to

Revise Prison Terms For Older Incarcerated
People

KRCU Public Radio | By John Moore
P LISTEN - 7:49
blished Marc 2024 a

The aging prison population: Causes, costs, and consequences
We examined the inhumane, costly, and counterproductive
practice of locking up older adults. The US. prison population is
aging at a much faster rate than the nation as a whole — and
older adults represent a growing portion of people who are arrested and
incarcerated each year. And while prisons and jails are unhealthy for
people of all ages, older adults’ interactions with these systems are

particularly dangerous, if not outright deadly.
\ L

151 PRISON JOURNALISM PROJECT

California's $68B Budget Deficit Has
an Obvious Solution .
, |
17 Let old people out of prison. @ April 4, 2024
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Heat, floods, pests, disease, and death: What climate change means
for people in prison

We presented new findings from a nationwide epidemiological study
showing a strong relationship between extreme heat and deaths in
prisons — especially in the Northeast. We also explained why

0
. b . - ) .

extreme heat isn’t an isolated danger — it’s wrapped up in other = N o
. . . . . SR\ \\ g A st RO
hazards like pests and diseases guaranteed to make prison life miserable, 0«5‘& e&e“ 3\e&‘i\o@“ o %‘i‘;s\oi;
] ” RO Y (e
if not fatal. WP P R ii:‘“ b_\\i:’%\‘\\:\;\ag
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Calling on the FCC to make the most of its upcoming rulemaking o e e e ™ o PO
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authority on prison and jail telecom rates e S 5

. . . .. R S 7 w‘““ef o

This summer, the Federal Communications Commission approved new S ée"\(}\qu,‘o«:\,j\\“&\\ o
. . \ P o @S S (o«
rules that dramatically reduce the cost of phone calls from prisons and "\;;:‘e“\-\ e‘\*eaf\\\e\%‘?@ \\x\e’v\ec‘cc&:i(
. . . . . . . ﬁd]‘ 5 RO SV
jails. This marks the culmination of a multi-decade fight for prison and oa\‘\‘\““@e‘“’/ ¥ cg’z o

. . .. . . o =z e oot
jail phone justice. Ahead of the vote, we signed onto a letter with more o oo
han 200 civil righ izations calli h ke th
than civil rights organizations calling on the agency to make the e
: : . L g

most of its authority granted by the 2023 Martha Wright-Reed Fair B

and Just Communications Act.

Research spotlight: PrisonOversight.org equips the fight for
accountability in jails and prisons

Millions of incarcerated people face deadly and abusive conditions
every day in the United States because most jailers and prison
administrators have free reign over their lives. Fortunately, this new
resource aims to change that by centralizing news, educational
resources, legislative updates, and more to support movements for

independent corrections oversight.

. . . . S ;
Proposed Biden junk fees rule provides lots of transparency but little o? \ RN
. . N e
protection for incarcerated people e
. . C e N K
In 2023, President Biden announced a new initiative to Y ®
. o
crack down on “junk fees” — the mandatory but often
hidden fees consumers pay for a service. In response,
we joined 28 other groups in calling on his “? o
administration to put the junk fees that harm W x P«
. . o N
incarcerated people and their loved ones at the top of the s es\“ 8 S
. . . e xe® &=
list of things to be addressed. Unfortunately, while the 4 09\2 " B e e
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Building a stronger justice reform
movement

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/trainings/ &
https://www.prisonpolicy.org/research.html

Our Advocacy Department works with groups across the country to identify gaps where new research
would support reform efforts, provide technical assistance in reviewing legislation, policy documents,
and official reports, and connect partners working in similar spaces across the country. We also produce

trainings and webinars that cover the issues that we encounter across the country.

We prioritize providing support to state and local groups
with limited resources, those in areas without strong
organizing networks, and those led by directly impacted
people. Since July 2023, we have worked with advocates in
23 states on issues including fighting jail expansion and
parole reform.

Here are some examples of the kinds of projects we have
worked with state and local organizations this year:

o We filed an Amicus Curae brief in a suit filed by
Rights Behind Bars, who are representing a man

We provided assistance to advocates in 23 states since July 2023

incarcerated in Virginia’s Red Onion State Prison who
was charged a $15 disciplinary fine for failing to wear a
mask while getting a haircut and shave. In our brief,

we drew on our years of work studying the economics = LNP|LancasterOniine

of life behind bars to help the fourth circuit

Does Lancaster County's new prison

understand that $15 inside doesn’t mean the same need to be huge? Officials should
thing as $15 does on the outside. seek more input to get it right.
[editorial]
o We Pl‘OVldCd techmcal support to advocates n THE LNP | LANCASTERONLINE EDITORIAL BOARD
multiple states that are fighting new jail construction.
Decarcerate KC in Kansas City, Mo. asked us to @“’Eﬂ" KANSAS CITY =
review the city’s plans to build a new jail. We found LOCAL GOVERNMENT
the community doesn’t actually need more jail beds Does Kansas City overuse jails?
and most people currently in its custody are there for Commission looks for better solutions
minor offenses. In February, the Lancaster Bail Fund 8 o sosnMerchant  September22, 2023
contacted us to review the Lancaster County jails - - ~
needs assessment and provide recommendations for s&\
alternatives to incarceration. At the request of the \“e\}w '(&‘\%‘\
. . . «
Georgia-based Community Over Cages Coalition, we ‘g\ \“,‘\g\ i
A\

examined a proposal for a new $2 billion jail in Fulton R . \\\’\\\.E\{‘

. . \«\\\t k»" W
County and found serious shortcomings. The county M “\‘&”\ o N

. A% &y,
L W

scrapped the plans to build a new jail in July.
19
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In addition to providing strategic support to the broader movement, we
produce publications that fill key messaging gaps that strengthen the
work of local and state advocates, journalists, policymakers, and all
those working to transform the legal system. Highlights from our recent
work include:

Winnable criminal jUStiCC reforms in 2024 @ Prison Policy Init. @PrisonPolicy - Nov 29, 2023

Today, we sent a list of 32 criminal legal system reforms ripe for victory in

WC Curated a list thigh-impact pohcy ideas for state 2024 to over 600 lawmakers in all 50 states. These reforms will shrink the
. . . L. size of the carceral system, promote public safety, and take action on racial
legislators and advocates looking to implement criminal legal inequities.

system reforms that would have the greatest impacts on
reducing incarceration and ameliorating harms experienced by

those with a conviction history — without further investments Winnable Criminal

in the carceral system. In this year’s guide, we've added Justice Reforms in 2024
information on how Medicaid and Medicare laws can be 32 policy ideas to reform the criminal
changed to better serve people in reentry, and we've added a legal system without making it bigger.

SCCtion on CH:OI‘tS around the Country to Iegalize marijuana and 32 reforms to the criminal legal system ripe for victory in 2024 P R | SON

POLICY'INITIATIVE

decriminalize other drugs.

. .« . . . . Pri: Policy Init.
Zombie politics: The return of failed criminal legal system @ @PrivonPolisg

POliCieS in 2023 and hOW to ﬁght back EAIf you're a journalist who's been stonewalled while seeking public

. . . .. . records about deaths in custody, you're not alone.
For the first time in over a decade, prison and jail populations

increased in 2022 Although thCl‘C are many reasons fOl‘ thiS at Prisons & jails often say that HIPAA prevents them from sharing this info,
’ > but that doesn’t have to be the end of your investigation.

least some of this rise was the direct result of regressive policy
choices made by state legislatures. We presented some of the

most common kinds of tough-on-crime laws passed in 2023 and

the best arguments against them, so that advocates can be ready "HIPAA obstacles don’t have to spell
the end of an investigation into

deaths behind bars"

if these trends appear in their state.

nRhLe~
What can journalists do when prisons and jails cite HIPAA to withhold information ak
ot

What can journalists do when prisons and jails cite HIPAA to

withhold information about deaths in custody?
Journalists are often partners in the fight to end mass incarceration, and
their investigations into deaths behind bars, in particular, can force
lawmakers to hold prisons accountable. Unfortunately, prisons and jails
stonewall many critical investigations by claiming that HIPAA — a
healthcare privacy law — shields them from transparency, even
when the law does not apply. Our press guide explains the legal
context and lays out tips for journalists to overcome these
obstacles.
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Oregon shouldn’t go backwards on drug decnmlnahzatlon @PrisonPolicy is spot on about drug decriminalization in Oregon! They
. dispel harmful misinformation that has dominated headlines. They show
In 2020, OI‘CgOIl adOpth Measure 110, a transformational Measure 110’s successes & urge lawmakers not to “undo one of the most

important criminal legal system improvements of the 21st century.”

change to the way drug possession and addiction were
treated by the criminal legal system. Unfortunately, legislators
recently recriminalized drug use and repealed one of the most
important criminal legal system reforms of recent years. Before their
votes, we explained why the state should have kept Measure
110 intact.

Collection of discipline policies for all 50 state prison
systems

We published a collection of discipline policies for all 50 state
prison systems, the Washington, D.C. Department of
Corrections, and the Federal Bureau of Prisons in our Data
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Research lerary <@ Keri Blakinger @keribla - Oct 19, 2023 v O
Our mission is to empower activists, journalists, and OMG this is AMAZING P
. . .. . 20
policymakers to shape effective criminal legal policy, so we @ rrison Policy Init. @PrisonPolicy - Oct 19,2023
go bCyOI‘ld our original GCOl‘tS and analyses to curate a NEW: We no.w have a.n index of all 50 state prison systems’ disciplinary r
codes, making it easier to see how your state:
database of virtually all the empirical criminal legal - Decides what is a “minor”/“major” violation of prison rules
. . . - Classifies violations
research available online. Our searchable Research Library - Punishes nonviolent rulebreaking...

) ) ) ) S|
contains 4,306 entries on issues ranging from mental owmore

health, women's incarceration, to pretrial detention. It

often serves as a reference for journalists doing criminal legal
reporting. In the last year, we've added 192 new entries with the — THE HILL

most recent cutting-edge research. You can get the newest additions Pressley, Welch introduce legislation
delivered right to your email inbox by signing up at to secure felony voting rights

. . . BY CHEYANNE M. DANIELS - 12/06/23 3:39 PMET
www.prisonpolicy.org/subscribe .

[GITE PRISON JOURNALISM PROJECT = MEU
Webinar: Combating “carveouts” in criminal justice reforms
In November, we were joined by a panel of criminal justice experts The Unbearably Inadequate Mental
. . Health Treatment in a Texas Prison
to discuss how advocates for reform can talk to policymakers about
@ by KHAALIQ SHAKUR KITES

carveouts. Jeannette Zanipatin from the Drug Policy Alliance and June 18,2024

Professor Laurie Jo Reynolds from the University of Illinois at
Chicago helped focus the discussion on addressing fentanyl and sex
offense-related charges in particular.
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Supporting our work

https://www.prisonpolicy.org/donate

The Prison Policy Initiative is known for delivering big results
on a small budget. Since our founding in 2001, we’ve grown
into an innovative and efficient policy shop at the forefront of
the criminal justice reform movement.

Alongside foundation partners, our work is supported by a
network of generous individuals who allow us to produce
groundbreaking material that reshapes the movement for

criminal justice reform.

We welcome you to join our community of supporters
working to end mass incarceration. To contribute to our
work, you can donate online at prisonpolicy.org/donate or
send a paper check to PO Box 127 Northampton, MA
01061.

If you have any questions about how to contribute or how we
would put your financial support to use, please don’t hesitate
to reach out to us at 413-527-0845 ext. 306.

We thank you for making our work — and our successes —

possible.

“I depend on your deep research
in so many ways as an artist
and as someone doing legislative
campaign work and education
about prison abolition. Thank
you, thank you!”
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“Thank you for your important work.
We know that structural poverty and
racism determine much of who winds
up in our jails and prisons. Seeing the
facts in black-and-white is very helpful
for our work as criminal injustice
system activists.”

- Micky Duxbury, donor since 2022

“Thank you (T"igwicid in Coast Salish
Lushootseed) for all you do to end our
inhumane and criminally carceral U.S.
system. In particular, I say T’igwicid for
ensuring that American Indians/Alaska
Native incarceration is addressed and
data included in your research and
reporting. Lifting my hands in
gratitude.”

- Kyle Taylor Lucas, donor since 2020

- Jo Kreiter
Donor since 2018
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Prison Policy Initiative budget report for

2023-2024 year

Income
Grants & Gifts
Large Foundations* $3,335,000
Individual Donors and small foundations $563,164
Earned Revenue
Honoraria and consulting fees $6,500
Interest $262,457
Total Income $4,167,121
Expenses
Salaries and benefits, including fringe $1,484,829
Consultants $132,061
Computers $14,466
Rent $12,654
Supplies $6,525
Internet hosting, telephone, etc. $7,602
Printing and postage $6,838
Travel $7,760

Other (Accounting, Bank charges, insurance, Dues, Taxes, $22,779
Advertising, Research tools, FOIA fees, Staff
development)

Total Expenses $1,695,515

*Several of these foundation grants are for work that extends outside of the fiscal year
and/or for long-term expansion of our work.
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