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What do we know Crime has been falling
about crime? for the last few years

Most crime does not
involve violence
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Crime is a topic many people
are interested in.

But how much do you know about
crime and about how the various parts
of the criminal justice system respond
to crime? This leaflet gives some basic
information. At the end of the leaflet
there are some suggestions as to
where you can find out more.

Young men are at
highest risk of violent
attack by a stranger
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How are crimes dealt
with by the courts?

Most people plead guilty

What happens when
a crime is reported
to the police?

The CPS decide whether
an offender is prosecuted

The least serious cases
are tried in the
magistrates’ courts
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The majority of people

Juries decide whether
the accused is guilty or
not at the Crown Court
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A third of all men have
at least one conviction
by the time they reach
the age of 40.

Most people are dealt A third of men have
with at a magistrates’ at least one conviction
court by the age of 40

The sentence given

by the court depends

largely on the seriousness | Absolute Fine Community Suspended
© : Service Order

ez .c”me' Fl‘nanmal Conditional Compensation Immediate

penalties are given for Attendance)

the least serious crimes, Centre Order

community s.entem.:es Probation

for more serious crimes, Order

and custody for the most

serious of all. Curfew Order

(this could
be monitored
Community Sentences— using
; electronic
Usally §uperwsgd by the e
Probation Service and
can include unpaid work Combination
in the community or Brden
organised programmes. Supervision
Order
Custody—Spent in prison
and the community.

Discharge—no immediate
punishment, but if they
commit another crime
they may be sentenced
for bothg crimes
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Criminal damage

Theft of a vehicle
Theft from shops
Theft from a vehicle
Drug offences
Sexual offences
Robbery

Fines are a very cheap
sentence, and the
The fine is the most available evidence
commonly given suggests they are as
sentence. This is effective as other
because three-quarters penalties.
of crimes that come to
court are the least
serious Summary
offences, and the vast
majority of these result in
a fine. Fines are used
much less for the more
serious, but rarer,
Indictable and Either-
way offences.

1in3
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Robbery is: using force
or threats of force when
stealing from someone

Burglary is: Entering

a house as a trespasser
and carrying out, or
meaning to carry out,
theft, rape, grievous
bodily harm(GBH) or
criminal damage.

What does it mean to
get a custodial
sentence?

John, 25 years old,

is a house burglar.

He has quite a high
chance of going to
prison because 72% of
house burglars over the
age of 21 are sentenced
to immediate custody.
He is likely to get

a custodial sentence

of about 2 years.

If this was his third
burglary he would
receive at least a three
year sentence.

If it was decided not to
send him to prison he
could get a community
sentence. About 22%
of house burglars get
a community sentence
and 2% are fined.

It costs about £26,000
per year to keep
someone in prison.

Mike, 23 years old is

a robber. He has an
even greater chance of
going to prison because
91% of robbers are
sentenced to immediate
custody. He is likely to
be sentenced to custody
for about 4 years.
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Frank, 21 years old,

is a rapist. He has the
highest chance of going
to prison because 99%
of rapists are sentenced
to immediate custody.
He is likely to get a
custodial sentence of
between 8 and 9 years.

A custodial sentence
is served in prison and
the community
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What is a Community
sentence?

What effect do
sentences have?

Although over half

of people who are
convicted of a crime do
not, as far as we know,
commit another crime,
many do. Levels of
convictions suggest that
people are more likely
to re-offend the more
crimes they have
committed before.

So what can be done?

Some people think

that prison is the most
effective way of stopping
people re-offending.

In fact, when comparing

like for like, there is no
difference in the propor-
tion of those receiving
a prison sentence and
a community sentence
who get convicted again.

We hope you have
found this information
interesting. If you would
like to find out more,
some suggestions are
on the back page.
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Percentage of people who
re-offend after 2 years.

Adjusted Reconviction rates
within two years for those
released from prison and for
community penalties.

— Prison
= Community penalties
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If you would like further information
about the criminal justice system:

Guide to the Criminal Justice
System in England and Wales
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/
cjspub1.html

= 020 7273 2084

The Court Service
http://www.courtservice.gov.uk
= 020 7210 2266

The Prison Service
http://www.hmprisonservice.gov.uk

The Police and Probation Service
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk

The Crown Prosecution Service
[(1:15]

http://www.cps.gov.uk

= 020 7796 8500

Payback
http://www.payback.org.uk
= 020 7700 8123

If you would like to find out more
about crime:

Digest
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/
digest41.html

British Crime Survey
information about the risks of being
a victim

http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/bcs2000/

bcs2000.htm
= 020 7273 2084
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Further copies of this
leaflet are available from:

Communication

& Development Unit
Research Development
and Statistics Directorate
Room 201

Home Office

50 Queen Anne’s Gate
London SW1H 9AT

= 020 7273 2084

The information in this
leaflet is about England
and Wales and is correct
at 19th October 2000.
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